
CONGRATS TO EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES: Section C

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020

$2

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 2A
C’est La Vie 1B
Classified 7B
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Opinion 6A
Agribusiness 5B

H 84 L 67
Warm with storms likely. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

Killion writes on 
Sylvian Park

Special service 
area passes

Graduation for 
Shiloh seniors

4-H Barbecue is 
now canceled

Sustainable 
eating gets beef

Carbs coming 
back in style

Latest news, 
online extras

Gene Killion reminisces on 
Sylvian Park, a landmark 
of his childhood and still a 
Paris green space. 
HISTORY, 3B

Edgar County Board 
passes resolution to 
fund the Northern Edgar 
County Ambulance 
Service
NEWS, 4A

Shiloh High School holds 
a socially distanced 
commencement 
ceremony for graduates.
NEWS, 8A

The Edgar County Exten-
sion and 4-H announce 
June’s 4-H Barbecue will 
not happen this year.
CALENDAR, 2A

As more and more people 
make food choices with 
the planet in mind, the 
beef and dairy industries 
go steadily greener.  
AGRIBUSINESS, 5B

People need comfort 
food now more than ever, 
and grains provide both 
nutrition and a little joy. 
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health made a 
bombshell Facebook an-
nouncement early Thursday 
evening when it confirmed an 
employee tested positive for 
COVID-19 and is recuperat-
ing at home. 

Friday morning CEO Ollie 
Smith said the employee is 
not a resident of Edgar Coun-
ty, and exposure to the virus 
did not occur within the con-
fines of the hospital or clinic. 

“When she knew one of 
her contacts tested positive 

she took it upon herself to get 
tested,” said Smith. “This hap-
pened outside the facility.”

Since the employee is not 
an Edgar County resident, 
the health department of her 
home county and the Ed-
gar County Public Health 
Department are working to-
gether on a contact tracing 
investigation to identify other 
people that might have been 
exposed.

“The person was here a 
short time while possibly in-
fectious,” Smith said. “We are 
following normal precautions. 

The testing will help us know 
about the rest of the staff.”

He said the employee’s po-
sition in a clinic department 
did not require contact with 
patients. Immediate concern 
is for other employees in the 
same department and then a 
broader network of employ-
ees. 

The Facebook post outlines 
safety precautions Horizon 
Health adopted early in the 
pandemic breakout and con-
tinues in the effort to keep 
staff and patients safe. The full 
text of the post is also available 

on The Prairie Press Facebook 
page. 

Smith was unsure how this 
development will affect plans 
discussed earlier in the week 
with The Prairie Press about 
relaxing some protocols and 
getting back to a more normal 
operation.

“I’m sure I’m going to be 
discussing that today,” he said.

Some of the ideas Smith 
discussed earlier in the week 
included: Bringing back more 
of the staff that was working at 
home; easing restrictions on 
people visiting loved ones in 

the hospital or accompanying 
them for a clinic visit; and also 
under review is the practice 
of restricting well-visits to the 
clinic to morning appoint-
ments and sick-visits to the 
afternoon. 

Another goal is relocating 
the respiratory center placed 
in the clinic shortly after the 
pandemic started.  

“We want to get the respi-
ratory center relocated so we 
can get our visiting special-
ists back into that space,” said 
Smith.

Worker case confirmed
Horizon Health employee who lives outside Edgar County tests positive for COVID-19

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER
samantha@prairiepress.net

Earrings are a ubiquitous way to 
dress up and express one’s person-
ality. When Paris resident Brooke 
Bartley began making her own, she 
discovered another benefit: They 
can be downright therapeutic. 

“I am an addict in recovery. I have 
about two years clean and sober,” 
she said proudly.

Bartley’s first year of sobriety was 
especially rocky because she felt di-
rectionless. Not fully knowing what 
to do with herself made it easy to 
dwell on the negatives. Recovery 
combined with creativity when, on 
a whim, she decided to hand-make a 
pair of earrings. 

Today Earrings by Brooke is a 
thriving side business selling ear-
rings in all shapes, sizes, textures and 
colors. Thanks to her dedicated local 
customer base, Bartley plans to keep 
growing, by starting an Etsy and set-
ting up booths at public events when 
that becomes possible again. The 
chance to keep growing is exciting.

“Keeping busy keeps me ground-
ed, focused on better things in my 
life that are coming,” she said. 

Bartley’s earrings range in shape 
from sparkly studs to colorful pen-
dants. They are also hypoallergenic. 
Her primary materials are sheets of 
cork and leather, materials which 
allow plenty of room for experimen-
tation and are produced in striking 
colors, patterns and textures. She is 
not confined by designer patterns ei-
ther – one of her recent innovations 
is earrings cut from baseball leather. 

Her tools of choice are a Cricut, 
needle-nosed pliers and special 
leather scissors. These are all Bartley 
needs to snip, fold and tease each 
piece into a mini masterpiece. She 
plans to up her game soon by adding 
embroidery to the mix.

Inspiration for Bartley’s creations 
mostly comes from her own re-
search, and she also finds that cus-
tom orders give her new parameters 
and ideas to work with.

“I do research and I kind of come 
up with some stuff in my head,” she 
said. “I just kind of go with the flow 
and make my own way.”

Bartley, who also works full time 
in the healthcare industry, runs her 
earring hustle mainly through the 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Artist Brooke Bartley displays a tray of earrings. She works with sheets of leather and cork in dazzling colors, and 
occasionally upcycled materials such as baseball leather. Her designs are inspired by personal research and custom-
er requests.

Earrings go beyond bling

See BARTLEY, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net.

We are living in strange times 
with COVID-19, and people are 
not always going to the proper 
sources to get reliable informa-
tion. For some people, it appears 
easier to believe unverified rumors 
and unsubstantiated opinions on 
social media rather than asking 
questions of a knowledgeable 
source.

Ollie Smith, president of the 
Edgar County Public Health De-
partment (ECPHD) Board and 
CEO of Horizon Health, said the 
local health department has taken 
some unwarranted flak based on 
rumors the department is closing 
businesses that try to reopen.

“We (the health department) 
want to be the ones communicat-
ing and making things safe,” said 
Smith. “Our main role is to inform 
business owners of what the Illinois 
Department of Public Health says.”

He confirmed ECPHD has al-
ways had the authority to pull a 
license from a food establishment 
for unsafe practices, even in the 
days before the pandemic. 

“We have never terminated 
anybody permanently, but we 
have stopped a few to get things 
fixed, especially when they didn’t 
respond to repeated warnings,” 
Smith said about enforcement of 
public health laws.

Governor JB Pritzker’s exec-
utive orders for dealing with the 
spread of COVID-19 closed all 
but essential businesses. Bars and 
restaurants were closed in an ef-
fort to keep people from gathering 
in confined areas that facilitate the 
passing of infection. Restaurants 
were allowed to continue selling 
food through home and curb side 
delivery or customer pickup. Sit 
down dining was stopped.

Smith understands the fear and 
frustration of local business own-
ers wanting to open again before it 
is too late to save their businesses, 
and the health department board 
has discussed this issue. Rather 
than a hard, by-the book approach 
the local board wants health de-
partment employees to be a help-
ful resource.

“I feel for these people,” said 
Smith. “It is truly unfortunate 

ECPHD wants 
to help open 
businesses

See ECPHD, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A summer program de-
signed to feed school children 
over the long summer break 
appears to be a COVID-19 
casualty.

“Unfortunately, we are not 
going to be able to do that,” 
said Amanda Minor, adminis-
trator of the Douglas County 
Health Department.

Minor said the health de-
partment coordinated with 
the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) to offer 
the summer feeding program 
in both Douglas and Edgar 
counties for the last four or 
five years. The money is still 
available but the restriction on 
group gatherings has prevent-

ed the necessary training to 
implement the program.

“Normally, we would have 
started in February with the 
training,” she said. “We usu-
ally hire new staff for every 
summer.”

All Edgar County school 
districts continued provid-
ing meals for students when 
in-person attendance stopped 
in March. With the end of 
classes, the regular reimburs-
able food service stops.

The ISBE summer food 
program started several years 
ago in recognition that many 
students are from food in-
secure families and school 
breakfasts and school lunch-
es provide the only reliable 
source of food for those stu-

dents. The summer program 
was designed to make sure 
students still had access to a 
regular meal when school is 
not in session. All school dis-
tricts in Edgar County have 
volunteer-operated backpack 
programs that send food 
home over the weekends so 
children are not waiting from 
noon Friday until breakfast 
Monday for a meal — but 
those programs do not oper-
ate in the summer.

Traditionally, as the school 
year ended the summer food 
program was ready to start. 
Not this year.

“The schools were already 
doing the summer food pro-
gram, and the ISBE had hoped 
schools would continue do-

ing that,” said Minor, adding 
conversation with Paris area 
administrators confirmed the 
districts are not offering meals 
over the summer.

She added the summer 
food program in Paris last 
year took a different approach 
by contracting with several 
restaurants to provide the 
meals and a local administra-
tor processed the paperwork 
to get the restaurants reim-
bursed.

Minor said it is probably 
too late to get the restaurants 
into the program even though 
they need the revenue. Who-
ever provides the meals needs 
the training to meet the ISBE 
meal guidelines and to learn 
how to complete the paper-

work.
“Training is needed to get 

that reimbursement,” she said. 
Minor is open to discuss 

a summer feeding program 
with anybody, or group, that 
has an idea, and she is willing 
to share her experience but 
cautioned responsibilities and 
demands placed on the health 
department by COVID-19 
prevents that organization 
from taking the lead. 

“It is such an important 
program, and there is such 
a need, but at this time we 
have so much other that we 
have to deal with,” she said. 
“The people that are going to 
be hurt the most are the chil-
dren. It was such a successful 

Summer youth meal program in Paris unlikely

See MEALS, Page 4A
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Brooke Bartley has faced addiction 
in the past and is proud to say she 
has been clean and sober for two 
years. Making earrings has helped 
her recovery by keeping her focused, 
grounded and optimistic.

See COVID-19, Page 4A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

84   67
Prec: 50%

88   69
Prec: 40%

86   70
Prec: 60%

85   69
Prec: 50%

84   69
Prec: 40%

86   68
Prec: 40%

80   63
Prec: 30%

TODAY — A summer-like pattern begins 
with highs in the mid 80s under partly 
sunny skies. Scattered showers and storms 
will be possible.

SUNDAY — Another partly sunny day with 
scattered showers and storms. Highs climb 
into the upper 80s.

MONDAY — Expect highs in the mid 80s 
and more scattered showers and storms for 
Memorial Day.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75°/55°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94° in 1924
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37° in 1963

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.80”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.42”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.61”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.16”

NORMAL:    High: 75   Low: 55    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US
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Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.
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Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
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Bookkeeper: Patti Garver/Eve-
lyn Barnes
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
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Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to residents in and around 
Edgar County, Clark County, 
Douglas County, Vermilion 
County and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in 
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited. 
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@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:30 a.m. 8:06 p.m. 6:12 a.m. 9:12 p.m.

SUNDAY 5:29 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 6:54 a.m. 10:12 p.m.

MONDAY 5:29 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 7:43 a.m. 11:08 p.m.

TUESDAY 5:28 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 8:39 a.m. 11:58 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:09 p.m. 9:41 a.m. --

THURSDAY 5:27 a.m. 8:10 p.m. 10:48 a.m. 12:43 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:26 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 11:58 a.m. 1:22 a.m.

Congratulations
Class of 2020

Your years of hard work in the classroom have paid off, graduates. Now 
it’s time to take what you’ve learned and put it to work in the real world. 

We know you’ll go far, and we wish you all the best! 
Thanks for making us proud.

 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL 61944

SavingsSavings
Instant

When you buy 2 Bosch ICON™ 
ClearMax 365 Wiper Blades

Premium Beam

FREE WIPER BLADE INSTALLATION

SAVE SAVE $$88

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(217) 465-8551

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 
resources actively available to our 
community members. Here is a 
list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disor-
der treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged for 
the safety of the community and 
our staff. HRC is here to help in 
this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS
217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400
24/7 access for people feeling 

suicidal or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-359-

7593 Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support for 
anyone living in Illinois. From the 
main menu, select option #2, then 
#5. Interpreters available for hun-
dreds of languages. Staff are also 
adept at conversing through Video 
Relay TTY: 1 (866) 880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CANCELED EVENTS

MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAMS 
CANCELED

The Brocton American Legion 

and the Paris American Legion 
have both canceled the annual 
Memorial Day services conducted 
at the post homes and on the 
Paris courthouse square. Spokes-
people for the two organizations 
said the COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted the cancellation of 
events that normally would have 
been May 25.

HORIZON HEALTH ANNOUNCES 
HOLIDAY CLOSURES

Horizon Health clinics in 
Paris, Chrisman and Oakland 
will be closed Monday, May 25, 
in observance of Memorial Day. 
All locations will resume normal 
business hours Tuesday, May 26. 
The NAL Health Clinic will also be 
closed Memorial Day and resume 
regular hours of 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 26. EZ Care in Paris 
and Marshall will have regular 
hours over the Memorial Day 
weekend. Those hours are 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
and 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Memorial Day. 
More information about Horizon 
Health clinics is available at 
MyHorizonHealth.org.

Concern about the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus has caused the 
cancellation of numerous events.

Governor JB Pritzker has 
extended the stay-at-home order 
through May.

Effective immediately all 
face-to-face events organized by 
Illinois Extension through May 31 
are canceled, suspended or tran-
sitioned to online delivery. This 
includes all 4-H club meetings. 
People should look for cancel-
ations or postponements on the 
website go.illinois.edu/cce. 

Plans may change based on 
directions provided by the local 
health department and questions 
may be submitted via email at 
uie-cce@illinois.edu. Extension 
staff are exploring ways to 
provide judging, exhibit and 
showcase opportunities for 4-H 
projects.

The University of Illinois 
Extension offices in Edgar, Clark 
and Crawford counties have 
suspended regular hours until 
further notice. Extension staff will 
continue to work remotely and 
will not interact with the public in 
the office. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County Extension 
and 4-H have announced the 
4-H Barbecue scheduled for 
June 27 is canceled and will 
not be rescheduled.

The decision was made af-
ter the University of Illinois 
Extension canceled all in-per-
son events scheduled between 
now and July 5. Information 
in the release stated the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension is 
following the guidance of the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health and the University of 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

People looking for some-
thing to do but not wanting 
to get around others can 
take advantage of four, free 
webinars offered this com-
ing week by the Illinois Ex-
tension Service.

Illinois Monarch Action 
Plan, 1:30 p.m. May 26.

Rose Care & Growing, 7 
p.m. May 26.

Stress Management in 
Agriculture, 3 p.m. May 27.

Woodpeckers in Illinois, 
1 p.m. May 28.

More information, and 
registration, for these and 
other webinars, is available 
at extension.illinois.edu.

4-H Barbecue canceled

Webinars 
this week

Illinois to ensure the health 
and safety of staff, volun-
teers and program partici-
pants.

Local 4-H officials ex-
pect a decision around 
June 1 whether the Edgar 
County 4-H Fair can be 
done in person or if it will 
move to a virtual format. 
They emphasized this is a 
state level decision and lo-
cals have no control over it.

It was noted there will 
be a local 4-H fair in some 
format, although it may be 
online.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN — The 
Illinois Extension service 
has upcoming webinars as 
part of the Four Seasons of 
Gardening program.

Webinars are: June 9, 
1:30 p.m., Four Seasons 
Summer Webinar-Toma-
to Problems; July 14, 1:30 
p.m., Four Seasons Sum-
mer Webinar – Ground 
Cover; and Aug. 11, 1:30 
p.m., Four Seasons Sum-
mer Webinar – Adventure 
in Edible Landscaping.

More information is 
available at go.illinois.edu/
fourseasons

Upcoming 
gardening 
webinars

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Drive Thru Lunch
Monday, May, 25th   11:30AM 

Drive Thru ONLY 
American Legion 

Please use Main Entrance

All Edgar County
Veterans and Spouses invited! 

Hope to see you all there! 
Hosted By The American Legion Ladies Auxiliary 

Sponsored by Prospect Bank 

MEMBER FDIC

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2020. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, 
get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows 
or patio doors between 4/1/2020 and 8/31/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door 
in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is 
paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal 
and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only 
at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License 
#990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance 
work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and 
operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks 
where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts.

We're open and we're 
ready to help you!

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4. INTEREST 
ACCRUES FROM DATE OF PURCHASE BUT IS 
WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS.MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

YOUR ENTIRE PROJECT1

40%
BUY 1, GET 1

OFF

$0 MONEY DOWN
$0 INTEREST
$0  MONTHLY PAYMENTS
for 12 months1

PLUS

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLACEMENT WINDOW DIVISION OF

855-815-3373
CALL BY AUGUST 31 TO LOCK-IN THIS OFFER

✓ Be safe and secure
✓ Air-tight installation 

Virtual consultations are fun, easy and free!

We Now Offer FREE
Virtual Consultations!

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

Summer Hours 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m
  463-3230

from your friends and family at 
the Paris Dairy Queen

Class of 
2020

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

CHRISMAN  — Students 
in the Chrisman High School 
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) had significant 
achievements for the 2019-
2020 school year.

Student officers leading 
the organization for the past 
school year were: Robbie 
Rollins, president; Lindsey 
Franz, vice president; Kailey 
Phipps, secretary; and Alexis 
McDaniels, treasurer. 

At the section level, Mc-
Daniels completed her year 
as a Section 7 Officer, and 
Clara Wheeler was elected 
to serve as FCCLA Section 

Chrisman FCCLA students recognized

Special to The Prairie Press

Alexis McDaniels of the 
Chrisman High School FCCLA 
completed a year as a Section 
7 FCCLA officer.

Special to The Prairie Press

Chrisman High School FCCLA 
member Clara Wheeler will 
serve as the organization’s 
Section 7 president for the 
2020-2021 school year and 
has aspirations of becoming a 
state officer.

Special to The Prairie Press

A food truck project by Chrisman High School FCCLA students 
qualified for state level competition. Left to right, Kailey Phipps, 
Lindsey Franz and Alexis McDaniels.

Special to The Prairie Press

Robbie Rollins is the first 
member of the Chrisman High 
School FCCLA to serve a state 
officer’s position and was re-
cently elected to serve a sec-
ond one-year term as a state 
officer. In addition, his high 
finish in the state level Job 
Interview STAR event allowed 
him to advance to the national 
competition in that category. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
Rollins will participate in the 
national event via a virtual 
interview.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Patients diagnosed with 
minor illnesses at Horizon 
Health’s Oakland Clinic can 
return home with prescrip-
tion medications in-hand.

The clinic stocks a vari-
ety of commonly prescribed 
medicines, including select 
antibiotics, for ailments such 
as ear infections, pink eye, 
strep throat and urinary tract 
infections. The service is for 
adults and children, but does 
not cover maintenance pre-
scriptions like blood pressure 
and diabetes medications.

“This is a great convenience 
for patients since there isn’t 
a pharmacy in town,” said 

Oakland clinic has common prescriptions
Other convenient 
services also 
available to patients

Lacey Stults, clinic director 
at Horizon Health. “When 
you’re not feeling well, you 
don’t want to drive a long dis-
tance to get your medicine.”

To be eligible for the ser-
vice, patients must be seen at 
an appointment at the clinic. 
If a diagnosis determines a 
commonly prescribed medi-
cation is needed, it can be im-
mediately filled prior to leav-
ing the clinic. Insurance is not 
billed. However, medications 
are competitively priced. 
Cash and personal check are 
accepted. Prescriptions from 
other medical offices cannot 
be sent or brought to the clin-
ic to be filled.

Rapid strep and flu testing 
are also available at the clinic.

“We can provide testing, 
give you your medications, 
and you’re out the door,” 
Stults explained.

The Oakland Clinic also 
offers, or participates in, the 
following services:
The Vaccines For Chil-

dren program, a federally 
funded, state-administered 
program that provides free 
vaccines to eligible children 
ages 18 and younger. The pro-
gram covers those enrolled in 
Medicaid, who are uninsured, 
or under-insured.
Required US Depart-

ment of Transportation 
(DOT) physicals are available 
for motorists who possess a 
commercial driver’s license 
(CDL). Casey Anderson, 
family nurse practitioner, pro-
vides the exams as a national-
ly certified medical examiner.
Same-day appointments 

are available at the clinic.
A new patient check-in 

service prior to being seen in 
the office is available to those 

7 President for the 2020-21 
school year. Wheeler was 
elected in February and will 
serve through February of 
2021. She hopes to run for a 
state office in spring 2021.  

The Chrisman FCCLA 
also had state and national 
level achievements. 

Franz, McDaniels and 
Phipps qualified for the state 
level food truck event. There 
is no national level equivalent 
for this competition.

Rollins qualified in the 
state level Job Interview 
STAR event and advances 

to the national competition. 
Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, Rollins will participate 
in the national event via a vir-
tual interview.

In addition, Rollins fin-
ished his year as Chrisman’s 
first FCCLA state officer and 
was elected to serve a second 
year on the state officer team.

who have an email address on 
file.

The Oakland Clinic phone 
number is 217-346-2353.
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765-548-1212

Top Quality Work in a Timely Manner since 1994

Managing Member

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Earring entrepreneur Brooke Bartley sits with her supplies 
spread across her work desk. The wall behind her holds several 
pairs of finished earrings. Bartley recently set a new personal 
record by selling 200 pairs of earrings within a week.

Earrings by Brooke Face-
book page and said unlike 
many other businesses, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has not 
curtailed her demand. In fact, 
she recently set a new record 
by selling 200 earrings in a 
week. But despite her success, 
Bartley does not turn a huge 
profit, typically pricing her 

pieces between $3 and $5. 
“I’d rather sell them off and 

make a little money than jack 
up the price,” she said. She 
also prioritizes donating to lo-
cal benefits whenever possible 
and likes hosting Facebook 
giveaways. 

More information and 
Bartley’s latest designs are 
available by joining the Ear-
rings by Brooke Facebook 
group. 

BARTLEY
FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Another cog fell into place 
Wednesday, May 20, for creat-
ing a special service ambulance 
area for Northern Edgar Coun-
ty.

The Edgar County Board 
passed a resolution for estab-
lishing Special Service Area 
Number 2.   

“Each of the governing bod-
ies have passed a resolution in 
favor of an emergency ambu-
lance service,” said attorney 
Robert Morris, adding resi-
dents of the proposed district 
approved a referendum ques-
tion for paying a tax to sup-
port the ambulance during the 
March 17 primary.

The new taxing district is 
the same area currently be-
ing served by the volunteer 
Northern Edgar County Am-
bulance Service (NECAS): 
Young America, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and 
Shiloh township and the com-
munities of Hume, Metcalf and 
Chrisman.

An effort to create the spe-

cial service area has been un-
derway for some time because 
the ambulance service requires 
a stable funding source. The 
old volunteer system has fal-
tered because few volunteers 
are forthcoming and people 
willing to commit to the ex-
pense and time necessary to 
complete emergency medical 
response training generally do 
so as a career choice. 

Morris said the tax rate for 
the new special service area is 
set by statute at 20 cents per 
$100 of assessed valuation on 
property. He added the super-
visor of assessments office cal-
culated the tax rate will gener-
ate a more than $249,000 from 
property in the special service 
area. 

The county board’s action 
Wednesday morning start-
ed a clock ticking for when a 
public hearing must be held 
for the county board to hear 
comments and take questions 
about the special service area. 
Following the public hearing, 
another 60-day waiting period 
ensues to give any opponents 

an opportunity to circulate a 
petition to stop final action.

“We need to keep moving as 
fast as we can,” said Kevin Ju-
lian, president of the NECAS 
board.

That sentiment was echoed 
by Jeff Voigt, chairman of the 
Edgar County Board, noting 
the levy request for the ambu-
lance district must be made in 
November when the county 
approves the budget for the 
next fiscal year.

Morris calculated 60 days 
from May 20 is Sunday, July 19, 
and suggested the public hear-
ing be set for July 20. County 
board member Karl Farnham 
Jr. said the public hearing 
should be held in Northern 
Edgar County for the conve-
nience of the residents. The 
meeting was set for 7 p.m. July 
20 at the American Tap, Chris-
man.

Voigt said the next step after 
the public hearing is to form a 
committee of interested peo-
ple to draw up specifications 
of what will be required of 
the new service so the county 

board can then advertise for 
bids.

County clerk and recorder 
August Griffin questioned who 
is financially responsible for 
mailing the notices, as required 
by statute, to the impacted res-
idents. Voigt added no money 
was levied in the county’s bud-
get for that expense.

Julian, who sits on the Shi-
loh Township Board, said it is 
his understanding each of the 
jurisdictions involved will as-
sume responsibility for getting 
notices out within each region.

Following the unanimous 
vote to establish the special ser-
vice area, Julian had one more 
comment.

“I want to thank you guys,” 
he said. “Without this, we can’t 
function.”

Also advancing during the 
special county board meeting 
was an effort to address roof-
ing needs of the Edgar Coun-
ty Courthouse. A resolution 
supporting a Rebuild Illinois 
Fast-Track Public Infrastruc-
ture Program application was 
approved.

Voigt said funding will soon 
be in place to support infra-
structure programs that are 
deemed shovel ready.

“This is all for construction. 
It doesn’t cover prep work or 
engineering,” said Voigt. “If we 
get the grant, we will have to 
put up money for engineering 
and architectural fees.”

Board member Andy Patrick 
reminded everyone the county 
spent approximately $25,000 
in 2017 to do some emergency 
repairs on the courthouse roof, 
but that was to stop leaks and 
did not address other major is-
sues requiring more substantial 
work. He added the work in 
2017 was deemed a temporary 
solution and those repairs are 
nearing the end of their antic-
ipated useful life. 

Farnham wanted to know 
if the county is obligated to 
spend any money toward seek-
ing the grant even if it does not 
come through. Voigt estimated 
such cost might be $6,000 if 
the county proposal is denied, 
but he still supported going af-
ter the grant.

“This is a great opportunity 
here,” said Voigt. The resolu-
tion passed unanimously.

Another action item was 
renewing a five-year contract 
with Hanson Engineering as 
advisor for Edgar County Air-
port projects.

“Our last contract with them 
expired in December,” said air-
port manager Tom Tuttle. “We 
advertised on the IDOT web-
site, as we are required to do, 
and got two applications.”

Tuttle confirmed the infor-
mation from Hanson and a 
firm in Ohio did not include 
prices for service. The docu-
ments outlined the services 
each company can offer, along 
with levels of experience.

Board member Derrick Lo-
renzen moved to give the new 
five-year contract to Hanson 
Engineering. He said the com-
pany is familiar with the local 
airport and upcoming projects.

“We are satisfied with their 
service, and I don’t see any 
reason to change,” said Loren-
zen. His motion passed unani-
mously.

Special service area OK’d by county board

Chrisman opposes keeping livestock within city limits

program. I hope this is just a 
dip in the road, and we can go 
back to it.”

School children in Kansas, 
however, will continue to re-
ceive food over the summer. 
Principal Cindy Spencer re-
ported on the plans during the 
Wednesday, May 20, board of 
education meeting. 

Kansas Community Unit 
School District #3 has part-
nered with Baylor University 
of Waco, Texas, for a program 

designed specifically for ru-
ral districts to provide food 
during June. 

Spencer said Baylor plans 
to send 10 days of shelf sta-
ble breakfast and lunch meals 
through the mail or via ground 
delivery services like UPS or 
FedEx to every school child 
that enrolls in the program. 
Those shipments will go out 
every 10 days starting the first 
week of June and should result 
in two shipments for Unit 3 
families.

She noted because the Kan-
sas school district qualifies for 

MEALS
FROM PAGE 1A

the Illinois’ program that pro-
vides free meals to all students 
in recognition of the district’s 
poverty rating,  Baylor will 
also include extra food for 
families that have pre-school 
children in addition to those 
attending school.

The school district’s respon-
sibility is getting the informa-
tion about the food program 
out to district residents, han-
dling the enrollment requests 
and verifying the information. 
The enrollment period to re-
ceive the food packages starts 
Monday, May 25, and con-
cludes Thursday, May 28. 

“It’s going to be a fantastic 
situation for our kids,” said 
Spencer.

She said the district has 
already received the ISBE 
money to operate a summer 
meal program although the 
notification came after the 
date for the training meeting 
that was canceled because of 
COVID-19 restrictions. This 
program will start after the 
June food shipments are over

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — Cows, 
goats and other livestock are 
likely to find an unwelcome 
reception within the Chrisman 
city limits.

The issue of keeping live-
stock on city lots was one 
of several topics discussed 
during the Monday, May 18, 
city meeting. Council meet-
ings continue to be held in 
the American Legion where 
there is more room to social 
distance in compliance with 
COVID-19 recommenda-
tions. Everyone at the meeting 
also wore masks for the dura-
tion of the event.

Commissioner Tyler Al-
exander raised the question 
about livestock after learning at 
least two residents want goats 
and another is discussing keep-
ing a cow as a pet.

“These are not animals 
bound for the locker. They will 
be there for years until they die 
a natural death,” said Alexan-
der. “We don’t have an ordi-
nance for livestock.”

According to Alexander, the 
city has an ordinance for dogs 
and cats to address situations 
when those animals become a 

nuisance. There is also an ordi-
nance permitting city residents 
to keep a maximum of six fowls 
in their yards. 

“I think it should be restrict-
ed in city limits,” said Alex-
ander. “If you want livestock, 
move to the country.”

He noted there are some 
homes on the edge of the city 
with additional property out-
side the corporate limits and 
a few people in the past have 
kept horses, or other livestock, 
on the property outside the 
city but still within easy care 
of their homes. Alexander said 
any new regulation will not 
prohibit that practice. His con-
cern is about people trying to 
keep livestock on a regular city 
lot with immediate neighbors 
to the side and rear.

Commissioner Rodney 
Wolfe said at one time there 
was an ordinance allowing for 
livestock with a provision that 
any complaint received during 
the hot months was sufficient 
to eject the animals from with-
in the city. He was unsure why 
that ordinance was dropped 
when American Legal Pub-
lishing Corporation codified 
the Chrisman city ordinances 
several years ago.

Wolfe agreed that livestock 
inside city limits is not a desir-
able situation.

“There is no way anybody 
can sustain a cow on a city 
lot,” said Wolfe. “There is not 
enough grazing, and it will 
have to be fed. It would be 
way too much manure for that 
space.”

While smaller than cows, 
goats bring their own prob-
lems, said commissioner Bri-
an Haddix. He said unless 
someone is prepared to build 
a substantial fence, the goats 
will escape the enclosure and 
browse ornamentals in the 
neighborhood.

Mayor Dan Owen asked city 
clerk Dena Burns to investigate 
what other communities do 
about livestock control and to 
check with American Legal 
Publishing about creating an 
ordinance prohibiting such 
activity. 

Alexander reported the li-
brary board decided not to at-
tempt curbside service while li-
braries are closed as part of the 
COVID-19 shutdown. He said 
curbside service has too many 
hoops to jump through for a 
part-time library operation.

“We will wait until we can 

actually open when we get to 
Phase 3 under the governor’s 
plan,” said Alexander.

Wolfe presented a new one-
year contract with licensed wa-
ter operator Andy Goodwin. A 
licensed operator is required 
for the city to provide water 
as a public utility. Wolfe said 
the new contract has a provi-
sion, which Goodwin agreed 
to, allowing the contract to 
end early if city employee Matt 
Shelato obtains a water opera-
tor license, or if the project for 
Chrisman to buy water from 
Paris is completed before the 
contract expires. The contract 
was approved.

Another water department 
issue was approved. Wolfe 
said the Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) 
fined the city $5,000 for nitrite 
violations, but discussions be-
tween EPA officials and the 
city engineer resulted in a ten-
tative agreement to drop the 
fine to $3,500. The city signed 
a consent order that now goes 
to the EPA for review to con-
firm the lesser fine.

During the May 4 meet-
ing, the council approved 
Wolfe’s request to use $5,500 
to apply for a Department of 

Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity (DCEO) grant 
that might help reduce Chris-
man’s expense for the water 
pipeline from the city to the 
Horace-Brocton Road. He put 
a hold on that Monday night.

Wolfe said a new funding 
mechanism opened shortly 
after the decision to seek the 
DECO grant. Chrisman is 
partnering with Paris in ap-
plying for Fast Track money to 
help with shovel ready projects 
like the water pipeline between 
the two communities. The en-
gineer, Wolfe said, supports the 
new approach.

“It’s speculative if we will get 
it,” Wolfe cautioned.

Commissioner Thad Crisp-
in reported progress toward 
replacing the pavilion shelter 
at Centennial Park. He re-
viewed plans from the city 
engineer for a structure with 
what he described as fancy 
siding but did not include 
restrooms or an area for a 
concession kitchen. The esti-
mated cost was $75,000 with 
a need to spend more to erect 
an additional structure for the 
restrooms and concession 
space.

Crispin rejected the plan, 

claiming it is not desirable to 
take up more park space for 
another building and possibly 
lose some trees. His prefer-
ence is to keep the new pavil-
ion to the present footprint 
that already accommodates 
restrooms and a concession 
area.

“We are just trying to get 
the design and price right,” 
said Crispin, noting the city 
received a $100,000 state 
grant to replace the current 
pavilion, which has rotting 
posts and beams.

Haddix told the council a 
bush hog mower for use with 
the city’s tractor is now in 
service. City employees have 
used it to mow properties with 
absentee owners. He added 
the next step in the mowing 
process is determining how 
much to charge when the city 
is forced to mow because a 
property owner lets the grass 
and weeds get too tall.

“I just want to thank the 
employees for sticking with 
the city during this corona vi-
rus, especially the girls work-
ing in the office. They’ve had 
to put up with a lot of abuse,” 
said Haddix. “I appreciate 
what they have done.”

He acknowledged some 
adjustments might continue, 
although test results coming 
in early next week will have a 
bearing on how soon to imple-
ment changes.

COVID-19
FROM PAGE 1A

Smith said experience is a 
great teacher and will be valu-
able to the Horizon Health ad-
ministration and staff if there 
is a local flareup, or, as epide-
miologist fear, a second wave 
of COVID-19 in the fall.

“We have some experience 
going forward,” Smith said. 
“We tried to be as proactive as 
we could, but when this start-
ed, nobody knew anything.”

He also recited a motto 
common with all emergen-
cy planners: Prepare for the 
worst and hope for the best. 

“I don’t know my re-
sponsibilities, or how we 
will distribute the food,” 
said Spencer, adding she 
has a lot to figure out.

Part of what she must 
determine is how to make 
the set spending limits and 
meal nutrition regulations 
work because she plans to 
approach restaurants about 
preparing the breakfast 
and lunch meals. She also 
anticipates having some of 
the meals made from shelf 
stable foods as the district 
will likely provide multiple 
meals per distribution ses-
sion. 

The ISBE summer meals 
will operate from July until 
when school is expected to 
resume in August. Spencer 
said this is the first time 
the Kansas district has 
operated a summer meals 
program and she is excit-
ed about the opportunity. 
This program also provides 
food for pre-school sib-
lings.

Board member Ron Lee 
expressed concern Spen-
cer might be taking on too 
much and cautioned her 
not to wear herself out.

“They have to eat,” Spen-
cer replied.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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Welcome
Mark Anderson

Templeton Funeral Home 
welcomes Mark Anderson, 

funeral director. Mr. Anderson 
is a lifelong Paris resident 

and brings over thirty years 
of experience serving families 

in times of loss. Those who 
know Mark can attest to his 

professionalism, sincerity, and 
thoughtfulness. We are honored 
to welcome Mark as a member 

of our staff.
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MARY STROLE
CLINTON, Ind. — Mary 

Louise Strole, 85, passed away 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020, at 

Paris Health-
care Center.  

Due to 
COVID-19, 
a private ser-
vice for the 
i m m e d i a t e 
family only 
was Friday, 

May 22, at Frist Funeral 
Home.

Mrs. Strole was born April 
22, 1935, at Clinton, Ind., the 
daughter of Harry and An-
geline Ladiha Crossley. She 
married Dale Harold Strole in 
1955 and was a devoted wife 
for many years until he pro-
ceeded her in death in 1990. 

Survivors include two chil-

dren, Sheri (Greg) Henson 
of Paris and Steven (Patty) 
Strole of West Terre Haute, 
Ind.; grandchildren, Holly 
(Andy) Goodwin, Heather 
(Michael) Dunn, Stacey (Da-
vid) Hamrick, Cory Strole, 
Megan (Dustin) Lawn and 
Dale Strole; and, great-grand-
children, Nathan Goodwin, 
Sean Dunn, Braden, Bailey 
and Briar Hamrick, Rylie, 
Charlie and Case Strole, 
Noah Strole and Linkoln 
Lawn; brothers, Frank Cross-
ley and Harry “Butch” (Sue) 
Crossley; sister, Veda Yowell; 
and several in-laws, nieces 
and nephews, great-nieces 
and nephews and cousins.  

She was preceded in death 
by sisters, Dorothy Hale, 
Freda Crawford and Colleen 
McClam; in-laws; and one 

grandson, Travis Auterson.
Mrs. Strole was a devoted 

mother, grandmother and 
hard worker who instilled 
great work ethic, family val-
ues and compassion to all she 
met.  

Not only did she work hard 
hauling grain to the elevators 
and driving tractors as a farm-
er’s wife for many years, but 
she was also a former Indiana 
Bell Telephone employee and 
caretaker to others.  

Organizations she was in-
volved with included Daugh-
ters of the Nile, Vigo County 
and Fayette Township Farm 
Bureau, Zorah Shrine, Morris 
Chapter #86 Eastern Stars, 
Lions Club, Post Pet & Hob-
by Leader and member of the 
Fairview Methodist Church, 
while later in life attending 

STROLE

JAMES STARK
KANSAS — James Robert 

Stark, 91, of Kansas, passed 
away at 8 a.m. Monday, May 18, 

2020, at the 
family farm 
where he was 
born. He was 
a retired farm-
er.

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 
Pleasant Hill 
C e m e t e r y 
and a public 
m e m o r i a l 
service will 

be announced at a later date. 

Templeton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.

Mr. Stark was born Nov. 1, 
1928, at Kansas, the son of the 
late Robert Summerhill and 
Irene Pinnell Stark. He married 
Clara Gibbons June 5, 1954, at 
Chandler, Ariz., and she pre-
ceded him in death Nov. 22, 
2003.

Survivors include three 
daughters, Melinda (Scott) 
Tillinghast of San Diego, Calif., 
Judy Stark of Kansas and Lisa 
Stark (Trisha Ramirez) of Tem-
pe, Ariz.; seven grandchildren, 
Scott Tillinghast and James 
(Susana) Tillinghast both of 

San Diego, Lesley (Anthony) 
Arambula of Scottsdale, Ariz., 
and Angela (Rob) Rarrick, 
Anthony Vere, David Stark and 
Kevin Stark, all of Phoenix, 
Ariz.; 10 great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews. 

He was preceded in death by 
a brother, Jack Stark; and a sis-
ter, Anne Morris.

Mr. Stark was a graduate of 
Kansas High School. A talented 
and competitive athlete, he was 
proud of having played on the 
Kansas basketball team that de-
feated Paris High School’s 1947 
State Championship team. 

After high school, he played 
minor league baseball, turn-
ing down two offers from the 
Chicago Cubs in order to en-
list in the Korean War era U.S. 
Air Force. He was a member 
of Kansas Christian Church, 
Kansas Lodge #280 Ancient 
Free & Accepted Masons, 
AASR Valley of Danville, Kan-
sas Order of the Eastern Star 
and American Legion Coral 
Hall Post #539.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Pleasant Hill Christian 
Church.

Online condolences at www.
templetonfuneralhome.com. 

STARK

NAOMIA SIMPSON
MARSHALL — Naomia 

Simpson, 90, of Marshall, 
passed away Thursday, May 21, 

2020, in Mar-
shall Reha-
bilitation and 
Nursing.

A private 
service hon-
oring her life 
is at Pearce 
F u n e r a l 

Home, with Bro. Gene Ellis 
officiating. Burial is in the Mar-
shall Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Baptist Children’s 
Home.

Online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

SIMPSON

ILA HARDWAY 
Ila Hardway, 89, of Nobles-

ville, Ind., and formerly of 
Paris, passed away at 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 
19, 2020, at 
St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, In-
d ianapol i s , 
Ind.

In keeping 
with federal 
mandates, the 

service is limited to immediate 
family only.  Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home is assisting 

with the arrangements.
Mrs. Hardway was born May 

5, 1931, at Woodbury, Tenn., 
the daughter of the late Wil-
lie Burr Bowen and Ada Lulu 
Starr Bowen. She married Max 
Hardway March 1, 1958, at the 
Assembly of God Church in 
Paris, and he preceded her in 
death Oct. 24, 1997.  

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Linda (Glenn) Wilson of 
Fredericksburg, Va., and Max 
Troy Hardway of Noblesville; 
her sister, Viola Russell of Mur-
freesboro, Tenn.; six grandchil-

dren and six great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in death 
by her son, William Allen 
Bowen; three sisters; and five 
brothers. 

Mrs. Hardway was a mem-
ber of the Paris Southern Bap-
tist Mission

Memorials may be made to 
Calvary Fellowship Church, 
1260 N. Jackson St., Greencas-
tle, Indiana 46135

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

HARDWAY

KATHALEEN HALL
Kathaleen Marie “Kay” 

Hall, 67, of Paris, passed away 
at 4:15 p.m. Saturday, May 

16, 2020, 
at her resi-
dence. She 
was a retired 
employee of 
the former 
U.O. Colson 
C o m p a n y , 
Moehler Va-

riety Store and Curl’s Grocery 
of Paris.

Private burial is in Edgar 
Cemetery. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-

rangements.
Mrs. Hall was born May 8, 

1953, at Paris, the daughter of 
the late Charles “Bill” Elam and 
Virginia VanGilder Elam. She 
married Elbert E. Hall June 25, 
1970, in Paris, and he survives.

Other survivors include her 
mother, Virginia Jones of Paris; 
a daughter, Angela (Thomas) 
Thompson of Paris; a sister, 
Linda (Bill) Foley of Villa Rica, 
Ga.; six grandchildren, Whit-
ney and Justin Prouse of Paris, 
Selena (Lindsey) Woodyard of 
Kansas, Jake Hall (Taylor Ste-
vens) of Paris and Megan and 
Maddie Hall of Indianapolis, 

Ind.; six great-grandchildren; a 
daughter-in-law, Amy Lewis of 
Indianapolis; and several niec-
es and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, a son, Jason Hall; 
and a great-grandson, Landon 
Weaver.

Mrs. Hall will be remem-
bered as a caring person who 
was very loving, supportive, 
protective and loyal to her fam-
ily.

Memorial donations may be 
made to Paul Warner Animal 
Rescue.

Online condolences at www.
templetonfunerahome.com.

HALL

BRADLEY GARWOOD
Bradley R. Garwood, 54, 

of Vermilion, passed away 
Sunday, May 17, 2020, at his 

residence.  
In keeping 

with federal 
mandates, a 
private grave-
side service 
will be held 
at a later date. 
Stewart and 

Carroll Funeral Home is as-
sisting with arrangements.

Mr. Garwood was born 
Aug. 14, 1965, at Paris, the 
son of the late Larry and Phyl-
lis Elaine Keltz Garwood.  

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Logan Korte of Par-
is and Rachel Mazzola of 
Ohio; a brother, Michael 
(Mendy) Garwood of The 
Villages, Fla.; and a sister, 
Lori Hearn of Chatham; a 
granddaughter, Haisley Kay 
Korte of Paris; nieces and 
nephews, Kristopher Hearn, 
Aaron Hearn, Erica (KC) 

GARWOOD

TAD FREEZELAND
ASHMORE — Tad Free-

zeland, 74, of Ashmore, 
passed away Wednesday, May 

13, 2020, at 
Carle Hospi-
tal, Urbana.

No funeral 
services are 
being held. 
The family 
has requested 
a Celebration 

of Life parade, 1 p.m. today, 
May 23, from the Ashmore 
Village Park to the family 
home. Krabel Funeral Home, 
Oakland, is in charge of the 
arrangements.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

FREEZELAND

MARY JO FISER
Mary Jo Fiser, 93, of Paris, 

passed away at 4:47 a.m. Mon-
day, May 18, 2020, at her resi-

dence.  
In keeping 

with federal 
mandates, the 
service is lim-
ited to imme-
diate family 
only. Stewart 
and Carroll 

Funeral Home is assisting with 
the arrangements.

Mrs. Fiser was born Nov. 
14, 1926, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Joseph and Ethel 
Marrow Flanagan. She married 
James Fiser Jan. 6, 1967, at St. 
Mary’s Rectory in Paris, and 

he preceded her in death June 
9, 2019.

She is survived by her son, 
John (Marilyn) Morrison of 
Springfield, Va.; and her grand-
children, James Morrison Aus-
tin Morrison of Springfield, Va.  

She was preceded in death by 
her brother, Patrick Flanagan.

Mrs. Fiser was a member of 
St. Mary’s Church and a mem-
ber of the Altar Society.  She 
was also a member of the Syc-
amore Hills Ladies Golf Asso-
ciation

Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Mary’s Church of 
Paris.

Online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.
com.

FISER

BILLY EAST
HINDSBORO — Billy Eu-

gene East, 85, of Hindsboro, 
passed away Sunday, May 

17, 2020, at 
home.

A family 
g r a v e s i d e 
service was 
T h u r s d a y , 
May 21, at 
Union Cem-
etery. Krabel 

Funeral Home of Oakland 
was in charge of the arrange-
ments 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Hindsboro 
Civic Center.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

EAST

KENNETH CRIBELAR
MARSHALL — Kenneth 

E. Cribelar, 61, of Martins-
ville, passed away at 8:04 p.m. 

Sunday, May 
17, 2020, 
in Region-
al Hospital, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. 

A drive 
through vis-
itation was 5 

to 7 p.m. Friday, May 22, at 
Pearce Funeral Home.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Martinsville 
Food Pantry. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

CRIBELAR

MADELINE BOBO
Madeline L. Martin Bobo, 

70, of Paris, passed away at 
12:17 a.m. May 17, 2020, at 

St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, In-
d ianap ol i s , 
Ind., after val-
iantly fighting 
cancer since 
2013. She was 
a nurse.

In keeping 
with federal mandates, a cele-
bration of life is at a later date. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Bobo was born Jan. 
28, 1950, at Albany, Ind., the 
daughter of the late Forrest and 

Peggy Ketterman Martin. She 
married Fred Bobo May 14, 
1979, at Muncie, Ind., and he 
survives.

She is also survived by her 
children, Michael (Cathy) 
Bobo of Terre Haute, Ind., 
Larry (Marsha) Dull of Terre 
Haute and Tina Dull of Port-
land, Ind.; her grandchildren, 
Zachary (Samantha) Hough 
of Lincoln, Neb., Morgan 
(Nate) Leek of Brazil, Ind., 
Thomas Dull of Terre Haute, 
Garrett King of Paris and 
Brock Bobo of Terre Haute; 
her great-grandchildren, Liam 
Hough of Nebraska and Henry 
Leek of Brazil, Ind.; her broth-
er-in-law, Ben (Debbie) Bobo 
of Austin Texas; her nephews, 

Matthew (Abby) Bobo of Aus-
tin and Joshua (Ina) Bobo of 
Austin; a special son-in-law, 
Brad King of Paris; and several 
cousins in Lafayette, Ind.  

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Danny Lee Mar-
tin. 

During her nursing career, 
she was a nurse in the Neona-
tal ICU Unit in Fort Carson, 
Colo. She also worked for Dr. 
Jeff Hatcher and helped him 
open his office and was also his 
nurse. She was a nurse at Paris 
Community Hospital and as-
sistant manager and nurse at 
Brookstone Estates, Paris. 

Mrs. Bobo attended Grace 
Fellowship Church, Paris 
Church of God and First Bap-

tist Church of Paris. She loved 
fishing at Twin Lakes. She also 
enjoyed taking care of her roses 
and flowers at her church and 
her home. She was known for 
her famous meatloaf, deviled 
eggs and her fruit cobbler des-
serts that disappeared quickly 
at church events.  

She loved watching her 
grandchildren’s sporting events 
and spending time with her 
family. She was a friend to ev-
eryone she knew.  

Memorial donations may 
be made to ECCF: Edgar 
County Cancers Support 
Group, Do-it.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

BOBO

Lake Ridge Christian Church 
in Paris.  She graduated from 
Clinton High School in 1953. 

Mrs. Strole and her hus-
band enjoyed the Farm Bu-
reau trips they took, espe-
cially to Hawaii. After years 
of serving as the wife of a sol-
dier, playing cards and bingo 
and cooking, most import-
ant to her was spending time 
with her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She was 
a kind, positive woman who 
had a beautiful soul and will 
be greatly missed by her loved 
ones.

Memorial donations may 
be made to New Goshen Indi-
ana Lions Club, Zorah Shrine 
Children’s Hospital Fund or 
Christmas for Kids in Paris.

Online condolences at 
www.fristfuneralhome.com. 

Wilson, Lance Garwood, 
Brittany (Carter) Metcalf, 
Thomas (Sarah) Barnes and 
Alexis (Alex) Chenier; and 
three great-nieces and three 
great-nephews. 

Online condolences please 
at www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.
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To tax or 
not to tax? “They fought together as brothers-in-

arms. They died together and now they 
sleep side by side. To them we have a 
solemn obligation.” 

— Admiral Chester A. Nimitz

Long before sales and sports and 
the three-day weekend, Memorial Day 
was a day of mourning. 

Turning grim Civil War battle ex-
periences into something lasting and 
inspiring, Gen. John Alexander Logan 
— an Illinois native and former U.S. 
senator — set aside May 30, 1868, “for 
the purpose of strewing with flowers 
or otherwise decorating the graves of 
comrades who died in defense of their 
country during the late rebellion.”

The late rebellion Logan referred 
to is the Civil War. In the South, it is 
often referred to as the war of north-
ern aggression. Residents of Waterloo, 
New York, and Columbus, Mississip-
pi, claim the holiday was first observed 
in their towns in 1866, but it took Lo-
gan’s big heart and clout as command-
er in chief of the Grand Army of the 

Republic — which he helped found 
— to issue a general order designating 
the first Memorial Day, also known as 
Decoration Day.

Because the South lost the war 
and because Logan helped Ulysses S. 
Grant capture the prized river port 
of Vicksburg, Mississippi, on July 4, 
1863, nine Southern states celebrated 
their own Confederate memorial 
days — on April 26, May 10 or June 
3 — well into the 20th century.

Since the Uniform Holidays Bill 
was passed to use federal holidays to 
create three-day weekends, Memorial 
Day officially has fallen on the last 
Monday in May. This move likely 
contributed to the holiday losing 
much of its original meaning. Instead 
it has become an opportunity for 
folks to take a short reprieve to the 
beach or have a cookout or picnic 

with friends and family.
Memorial Day was originally 

known as Decoration Day, started 
to honor Union soldiers who had 
died during the American Civil War, 
and later expanded after World War 
I to include all who died in war or 
military action. It did not become 
Memorial Day until after World War 
II.

We encourage everyone to take 
a few minutes to reflect and honor 
those who have died fighting for the 
freedoms we enjoy. Memorial Day 
is a time for words of reflection and 
gratitude, to assess America’s place 
in the world and the prospects for 
lasting peace. 

Monday — Memorial Day — we 
honor the soldiers and sailors who 
have died in wars of the past — and 
present. We honor their willingness 
to risk their own lives in pursuit of 
the ideals of the nation. 

This Memorial Day, Americans 
should have no trouble finding time, 
or reason, to honor their comrades.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Happy Memorial Day

Churches mourn
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We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
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The only major, contested issue on the ballot 
this fall in our Blue State will be whether to 
enact Gov. JB Pritzker’s proposed constitutional 

amendment to allow graduated 
income tax rates. I think the 
Pritzker approach — not the 
concept — is wrong-headed. I 
try to explain here.

Throughout this century, 
Illinois has each year been 
spending and obligating 
billions more than we have 
been generating in revenues. 
So now, each of Illinois’ 4.6 
million households would 
have to cough up $41,000 to 

get our state out of its deficit position of $188 
billion, according to figures from the Illinois 
comptroller.

Painful to say, Illinois will have to raise taxes, 
or someday default on its obligations. Why can’t 
we simply cut spending, you ask? In practical 
terms, we aren’t allowed to cut the big-ticket 
items. 

The primary, gargantuan culprits are Med-
icaid and our public pensions. In partnership 
with the federal government, Illinois covers 
the health insurance of more than 3 million 
residents. Illinois forks out a much higher per-
centage of the shared cost than do most states, 
and costs have been rising faster than inflation 
for decades.

Public pensions now eat up more than 
one-quarter of the state’s General Fund budget, 
for a pension system that has assets of less than 
40 percent of what is needed for the future. 
Neighboring Wisconsin spends just a small slice 
of its state budget for a pension system that is 
100 percent funded.

The Illinois Supreme Court has said lawmak-
ers cannot touch the pensions, many of which 
have grown way too fat — 110,000 public 
retirees in Illinois each receive from $100,000 to 
half a million dollars a year in pension payments. 

To address the budget problems, Pritzker and 
legislators passed legislation last year to increase 
taxes on a tiny sliver of very high-income earn-
ers. First, the constitutional amendment must 
be enacted in November.

These tax prescriptions fail, in my mind, 
because they are unlimited, not really graduated, 
uneven and unfair, inadequate, and would drive 
yet more successful people out of the state.

Unlimited. There is no limit on how much 
more the rich can be taxed than the rest of us. 
The present state Constitution limits corporate 
income taxes to a ratio of no more than 8-to-5 
over individual rates. That provides some pro-
tection for the few, from the many who would 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

Editor, The Prairie Press:
The Leadership Team of the Illinois Con-

ference of Churches (ICC) believes shelter-
ing-in-place guidelines save lives during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We support careful, 
evidence-based steps to reopen the economy.

We believe the health and safety of our wider 
community rises above individual autonomy in 
this unprecedented global emergency.

Limiting public excursions for anything but 
essential purposes and exercise and the wearing 
of masks in public while practicing social dis-
tancing are practical ways of showing respect for 
the communities where we live and serve.

But we don’t like it. Those we love and serve 
are hurting.

We grieve the myriad losses our communities 
are experiencing, not the least of which is the 
loss of life. Even in the midst of this crisis, more 
have died in this country from the coronavirus 
than in the Vietnam War. Business owners, 
closed now for weeks, wonder how long and 
if they can hold on. Teachers and parents are 
struggling with teaching from home. Our front-
line workers have held the line steadily with 
grace and courage. While some families are en-
joying down time and togetherness, economic 
and social stresses are tearing others apart. 

Our state must rely on science-based direc-
tives so that we will properly protect the people 
who live here.

While the CARES Act, unemployment 
benefits, and other programs are helping some, 
many people fall through the cracks. Small 
businesses, the homeless, the seriously disabled 
are struggling. There is evidence the fault lines 
of race and economic disparity that have always 
divided our communities may widen. The 
pandemic has caused many problems for black 
and brown people because of employment as 
essential workers. Many are not eligible for the 
stimulus money or unemployment. Health care 
is not an option for part-time workers while 
pre-existing medical conditions plague Hispan-
ics and African-Americans.

While we do not know what science will 
indicate about coming back together for wor-
ship, movies, concerts and even haircuts, we are 
hopeful that human kindness, not to mention 
the grace of God, will flourish just as wildly as 
springtime is blooming across our state.

We are in prayer for our beloved state and her 
people, particularly mindful of those whose lives 
and livelihoods are most endangered.

 The Leadership Team of the Illinois Confer-
ence of Churches represents approximately 7 
million Illinois Christians in 13 denominations.

Pastor Walter Carlton
Illinois Conference of Churches

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

For many weeks 
after the beginning of this 
COVID-19 crisis, Gov. JB 
Pritzker 
proved 
adept at 
telegraph-
ing his 
every 
move.

Pritzker 
waited un-
til people 
practically 
begged 
him to shut 
down the schools on March 
15. He talked about issuing 
a stay-at-home order for 
days, and then only acted on 
March 21 after California 
jumped first. It was clear for 
days that he would extend 
his stay-at-home order an-
other month starting April 
1. He talked for well over a 
week about a mask-wearing 
requirement, always noting 
that he was being lobbied 
by Republican state Rep. 
Mark Batinick before finally 
announcing the order on 
April 23.

People may not have 
always agreed with him, 
but they did always have a 
sense of where he was going. 
Pritzker did get out over 
his skis when his Illinois 
Workers' Compensation 
Commission dramatically 
altered the burden of proof 
on COVID-19 illnesses in 
favor of employees without 
so much as a heads-up to 
business groups. But most 
regular folks never noticed 
that and a court intervened 
and stopped the order 
anyway.

Otherwise, the governor 
did a remarkably good job 
of making sure the public 
was always aware in advance 
of his leadership direction.

And then came his May 
5 announcement of his 
"Restore Illinois" roadmap 
to gradually reopening the 
state.

To be fair, Pritzker did say 
for days that he was looking 
at a more regionalized 
approach to the stay-at-
home order. But then he 
sprung his plan on the state 
without adequately laying 
the groundwork. Everyone 
was most definitely sure to 
complain about a regional 
map no matter what it was. 
People will always find a 

Pritzker 
struggles 
to explain

See MILLER, Page 7A
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(EDITOR’S NOTE: Senator 
Chapin Rose (R-Mahomet) sent the 
following communique to Gov. JB 
Pritzker. His letter was accompanied 
by a 59-page attachment from leaders 
throughout the 51st Senate District. 
The attachment included the joint 
letter from the Paris City Council 
and Edgar County Board previously 
sent to the governor and letters from 
Cheryl Gill, mayor of Metcalf, and 
Mike Pine, mayor of Redmon.)

Governor Pritzker, 
Since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began, I've held countless Zoom 
and conference 
call meetings with 
citizens across the 
10 counties that 
I am fortunate 
enough to repre-
sent.

I've had calls 
with mayors, 
county board 
members and 
chambers. I've 
even had a Zoom 

call with hair stylists and barbers 
from across those same counties, 
high school students and direct calls 
and emails with constituents. I've 
also collected letters from mayors, 
county board members, and other 
local elected officials from commu-
nities of less than 200 all the way up 
to counties of 200,000. 

You should also know that the 
51st spans areas like Edgar County 
that, to this day, haven’t had a single 
case of COVID-19, as well as 
Macon County that had a horri-
ble nursing home outbreak with 
numerous deaths. I completely cede 
the point that you, like all of us, are 
dealing with something that no 
previous leader of the modern era 
has had to deal with. 

When this started, much like 
you, I advised my constituents to 

act with the utmost caution. In 
those initial days, PPE and testing 
kits were in very short supply, little 
was known about the virus’ spread, 
and no guidance existed for any 
profession to go to work in as safe 
a manner as was possible. But, 
Governor, now two months in, like 
any good leader, it is time to adapt 
and change your tactics and strategy 
to fit the changing landscape of 
this epic battle in which we are all 
engaged. 

We now have people who are 
not taking care of basic healthcare 
needs that are wholly unrelated to 
COVID-19. For example, a recent 
New York Times article noted a 
massive decline in immunizations 
among the public for a host of nasty 
diseases. Surely, society's answer 
to COVID-19 cannot be to bring 
the measles back or to allow deadly 
HPV cases to skyrocket? 

We continue to leave behind 
long-term medically necessary 
treatments and precautions for the 
developmentally disabled that pre-
vent skin breakdown and decubitus 
ulcers. Again, society’s answer to 
COVID-19 cannot be to allow our 
most vulnerable population to be 
potentially subject to life endanger-
ing sepsis? While these are just two 
examples of direct threats to health 
care that have been caused by the 
shutdown, the wholesale economic 
devastation of the private sector 
and loss of people’s livelihoods will 
assuredly add more loss of life on 
the horizon. 

Whether it is a now-present rise 
in domestic violence and mental 
health issues, higher suicide rates or 
the obliteration of state and local tax 
dollars necessary to pay for even the 
most basic-levels of public health, I 
reject any narrative that frames the 
issue at hand as health care versus 
jobs. I have entire hospitals and 
clinics with massive layoffs. Where 

is the healthcare in that? This is 
healthcare vs healthcare – and no 
matter what path you take, there 
will be, no doubt, unfortunate and 
terrible consequences.

But, you say, your plan allows 
for phased reopening already. Here 
is just one practical example of 
why additional changes are still 
necessary to the current Restore 
Illinois plan. Under Phase 3 of 
the plan, many additional busi-
nesses will reopen, but childcare 
to support those workers doesn’t 
go back until Phase 4. Again, time 
to adjust. Here’s another: on my 
Zoom conference with 50-plus 
barbers and hairdressers, I took a 
poll and 82% said they wanted to go 
back to work, but in open discus-
sion, they all said they wanted to 
go back to work using appropriate 
guidance and safety precautions. 
However, with a little over a week 
before Phase 3 hits most of our 
state (at which point people can get 
a haircut), the administration has 
yet to promulgate any guidance for 
what is required to do it as safely as 
possible. How does that help stop 
COVID-19 from spreading? Time 
to adjust. 

And while we are on the topic of 
barbers and stylists, they asked me 
to directly convey to you the unem-
ployment system is still confusing, 
unnecessarily burdensome and is 
locking thousands of Illinoisans out 
of benefits they are legally enti-
tled to. While this is true for their 
profession – it is equally true for the 
hundreds of thousands of workers 
that have been laid off from other 
professions. This last point further 
demonstrates one of my primary 
concerns with the current version 
of your plan: it defies basic logic 
and human nature to pretend that a 
single mom or dad, a husband or 
wife, who hasn't been allowed to 

Rose writes open letter to Gov. JB Pritzker

CHAPIN
ROSE
REPORT FROM 
THE STATEHOUSE

See ROSE, Page 7A
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The best part of life here? You grow.

Consider how rich the possibilities! Your daily life in 

supportive living can be filled with education, hobbies, 

arts, entertainment, fitness, friendship – which means 

fresh ideas, new skills and plenty of stimulation. So 

what happens when you live like this? Ask anybody at 

Brookstone Estates of Paris: “You grow!”

146 Brookstone E. St. | Paris, IL 61944

Supportive Living

WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

The world may have changed, but we’re 

committed to being here for you.

Start a conversation personalized to your 

needs by calling 217-931-0456.

way to say they should be in a 
different region, particularly 
near borders.

But the governor has yet to 
come up with an easily digest-
ible explanation for why he 
drew the maps the way he did 
and, in the process, he's left the 
door open to municipalities to 
try and form their own regions.

For instance, Peoria's mayor 
is backing a regionalization 
plan developed in concert 
with his county's public health 
director, a trained epidemi-

ologist. They're not ignoring 
science in Peoria, as the gover-
nor has accused local officials 
of doing as they push to reopen 
in defiance of his order. The 
Peoria area is using actual 
epidemiology to make the case 
for their own map because 
Pritzker's map and his overall 
scheme don't get them where 
they want to go and when they 
believe they should get there.

More importantly, though, 
Restore Illinois broke with 
Pritzker's battleplan of copying 
others' work. New York's re-
opening plan has 10 regions to 
Illinois' five, even though New 

York is only half again as popu-
lous as Illinois. People see that 
and understandably wonder 
why our regions are so big.

New York's plan also relies 
on two-week intervals to move 
to the next stage, as do most 
every other state plans which 
don't throw open everyone's 
doors right away. Illinois' plan 
includes a 28-day metric for 
hospitalizations. That 28-day 
requirement for no overall 
increase in COVID-19 hospi-
talizations has understandably 
rubbed a whole lot of people 
the wrong way.

Pritzker has a nuanced 

explanation for this, but he's 
struggled to get it across. I 
asked him last week for a 
succinct summation and he 
said his plan would allow the 
regions to move more quickly 
into the next phase than 
"under the metrics that the 
White House put forth." But 
the White House essentially 
abandoned its two-week 
metrics the moment they were 
released. People are under-
standably focused on Pritzker's 
four weeks.

I get the governor's pitch, 
but I do this for a living and 
most people don't. I am also 

no fan of reopening too fast. It 
makes me feel like we've gone 
through all of this for nothing 
and will have to do this all over 
again.

Anyway, Pritzker made the 
mistake of introducing brand 
new concepts into a process 
that had worked well for him 
and the state since March.

The governor could've ac-
complished the same ultimate 
goals with smaller regions and 
by sticking with two-week met-
rics, opening up a few things 
in two weeks and then several 
more in another two weeks. 
Instead, Illinoisans, especially 

at our 1000-plus miles of 
borders, may understandably 
feel trapped while every one 
of our surrounding states are 
opening up.

If you can't explain a surprise 
announcement in a sentence 
or two then it's too darned 
complicated and people won't 
understand. The governor 
needs to get back to simple 
copycatting as soon as human-
ly possible.

(Rich Miller is the editor of the 
Capitol Fax blog and newsletter, 
which he has been publishing for 
more than 20 years. His email is 
capitolfax@gmail.com.)
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put food on the table for their 
kids for over two months, and 
is locked out of the unemploy-
ment system, isn't going to take 
matters into their own hands 
by working underground to 
earn the money they need 
to feed their family. And this 
leads to a major problem – the 
further spread of COVID-19. 

How do you spread 
COVID-19 into a nursing 
home where it is most deadly? 
Simple. A CNA, cook, or other 
nursing home staff member 
goes underground and gets 
their haircut out of someone's 
garage or basement, catches 
COVID-19 and then later 
walks into the nursing home. 
This is how you exacerbate the 
spread of this virus and make 
a bad situation worse. Make 
no mistake, by ignoring basic 
human nature, in the face of 

ongoing economic devastation, 
additional lives will be lost. 
Indeed, failure to account for 
basic human nature is pushing 
this situation into an ever more 
dangerous direction all over 
downstate Illinois. 

Many sheriffs, state’s 
attorneys, county and city 
governments have already 
said they will not enforce your 
orders. And, as if that does not 
worry you enough, these are 
just the folks who are openly 
saying it. Thousands more are 
quietly moving their business-
es underground – creating a 
fertile breeding ground for the 
transmission of the virus. Don’t 
think somebody will get an il-
legal haircut in their neighbor’s 
garage? Just ask the Mayor of 
Chicago how she got hers. 

I cannot understand why 
your public response in recent 
days to all of this hasn’t been 
to simply reach out and work 
with people to come up with 

a mutually agreed solution. 
Instead, I’ve seen you threaten 
the citizens of Illinois with 
criminal incarceration. Even 
yesterday, after losing in JCAR 
on your ill-advised proposition 
to jail people for trying to 
put food on their kids’ table, 
Governor, you pivoted to 
saying that now it is OK for 
some restaurants to reopen for 
outdoor seating. This was great, 
in and of itself. But instead of 
taking an opportunity to look 
magnanimous, you then went 
on to issue new threats against 
the people of Illinois, namely, 
to monetarily fine those who 
disobey and to withhold law 
enforcement dollars for local 
communities that don’t tow 
your line in lockstep. And 
this is all on top of the earlier 
threats you made to with-
hold public health and other 
dollars from local county and 
municipal governments. Last 
week you were even publicly 

rebuked by the Illinois Sheriff’s 
Association for threatening 
them. I ask you, how has any of 
this bickering been productive 
to the goals at hand?

Governor, people don’t want 
to be put in a position of fight-
ing you and nobody wants to 
reopen unsafely, rather people 
are crying out to be given guid-
ance on how to move forward, 
as safely as possible – but being 
fully cognizant of the fact that 
you simply cannot eliminate all 
risk. This is a roller coaster that 
is probably going to require 
different adjustments of 
restrictions, dialing some areas 
up, while others back down, 
based upon local need until 
we find a vaccine or efficacious 
treatment. And we are all in 
complete agreement that any 
baseline for decisions must be 
focused on local hospital bed 
and ICU capacity. 

So, here we are two months 
later, and I am asking that you 

stop threatening us, realize that 
we all are in this together, that 
people desperately want to find 
creative ways to move forward 
together safely, and that you 
should begin working with us 
to do just that. But, frankly, you 
don’t need to take my word for 
any of the above, I've surveyed 
leaders from across the 51st 
District on their opinion of 
where we are at as a region 
and where we should go from 
here (I’ve attached them all 
for you). If you look through 
them, the range of opinions 
is from outright hostility to 
being afraid to defy you, but 
they are all basically saying the 
same thing: that they want to 
be heard and want you to work 
with them. 

Governor, no government 
on earth has stopped this 
disease. The genie is out of the 
bottle. As the leader of this 
state, it is time to do what any 
good leader would do in a time 

of war: Listen to your officers 
in the field. You shouldn’t 
just hastily adjust your plan 
because of some loss at JCAR 
(like yesterday’s sudden shift 
of outdoor restaurants and 
bars from Phase 4 to Phase 3); 
rather, adjust the plan because 
you reached out, worked with 
regional leaders (who want to 
work with you) and find the 
right approach, the measured 
approach, for each area of the 
state – and then make your 
adjustments. 

I guarantee you will find 
compliance far easier with 
local buy-in, than you are on 
the current course. People are 
beyond frustrated; I know you 
are too. Time to work together. 
I would greatly like to discuss 
this with you.

(Senator Chapin Rose 
(R-Mahomet) represents the 
51st Senate District in the state 
senate. He can be reached at 
senchapinrose.com)
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rather tax someone else, as in 
the new 2020 tax increases.

The Pritzker plan is simply 
“sock it to the rich,” by putting 
a surcharge on the top-end 
earners. Other rates are left 
basically flat.

The state retiree getting 
half-a-mil in yearly pension 
checks will pay absolutely no 
state taxes on that income. Nor 
will any person receiving big 
pensions, as retirement income 
isn’t taxed. Progressive? Fair?

The tax on the highest-end 
earners will generate about $3 

billion annually. But the state 
needs about $5-6 billion to 
straighten out its mess (even 
before the coronavirus). So, 
next year, Pritzker will have to 
increase taxes further, some-
thing he implied he wouldn’t 
need to do. Or, kick the can 
down the road with pension 
appropriation holidays, push-
ing Illinois debt to junk status.

This would drive people out 
of our state, often to Florida 
and Texas, which have no 
income tax. According to a 
Wirepoints analysis of IRS 
tax migration data, nearly 
one-third of the net outflow 
of 43,000 filers from our state 

in 2018 had incomes of more 
than $100,000 and represented 
almost 80 percent of the $5.6 
billion in net income that 
departed the state that year.

What to do about a 
fiscal system that has been 
all screwed up, at least since I 
voted for the original income 
tax, as a young member of the 
Illinois House in 1969? 

First, defeat the constitu-
tional amendment, and in two 
years maybe put a graduated 
tax proposal on the ballot 
that has limits, say 2-to-1, or 
whatever.

Defeat will force a special 
session of the Legislature. 

Under pressure of looming 
state default, lawmakers could 
finally do what public finance 
experts have recommended 
for years: Broaden the bases of 
the sales and income taxes. Tax 
services, as in Iowa and many 
states, and retirement income, 
as in most states. This could 
generate more revenue than 
simply socking it to the rich, 
who can never alone straighten 
out Illinois’ fiscal shambles.

Second, take a stab at 
reversing fat pension growth, 
by rejecting Illinois Supreme 
Court Justice Thomas Kilbride, 
who seeks to extend his tenure 
to 30 years. Sound unrelated? 

Not so. 
Kilbride is at the bottom of 

an inverted pyramid of political 
power in Illinois. The state high 
court has been controlled by 
Chicago Democrats continu-
ously since 1964. Elected on a 
partisan basis, the court major-
ity has reliably blocked policies 
their party patrons don’t like 
— term limits, redistricting 
reform, pension cost cuts. 

Kilbride is a handmaiden 
of Chicago Democratic boss 
Mike Madigan, who bank-
rolled his campaigns for the 
bench. For example, Kilbride 
authored the notorious, 
embarrassing 2016 decision 

(4-3 Democrat over Republi-
can justices) that knocked off 
the ballot a citizen initiative to 
reform redistricting, bitterly 
opposed by Madigan.

With Kilbride off the court, 
there would likely be a 3-3 
partisan split. Such a balanced 
court would view gerryman-
dering and pension reform 
much differently than did the 
old court. 

(For many years, Jim Nowlan 
was a senior fellow and political 
science professor at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
He has worked for three unin-
dicted governors and published a 
weekly paper in central Illinois.)

NOWLAN
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HUME — The Shiloh Unit 
1 school district is investigating 
whether continuing to pro-
vide meals for school families 
is possible, the school board 
members learned at their Mon-
day, May 18, meeting.

Interim Superintendent of 
Schools Allen Hall reported 
the district has provided meals 
for 110 families since Gov. 
JB Pritzker ordered schools 
closed March 17. Hall said the 
district is being reimbursed for 
the program.

Hall is waiting on further 

guidelines from the USDA — 
which oversees the nation’s 
school breakfast and lunch 
programs — as to what is re-
quired to continue providing 
food. 

With the experience of the 
last 2½ months, Hall noted 
eventually food banks may be 
located in schools to better 
provide for children who are 
food insecure.

The long-awaited air-condi-
tioning project for the school 
gym and multi-purpose room 
has been pushed back, Hall 
said, because of the pandemic. 
The units have been delayed at 
least six weeks and there is now 
a tentative installation date of 
July 7. 

Hall said the electrical work 
for the installation will be un-
derway soon to have every-
thing in place when the actual 
units arrive.

The new lighted school 
sign has also fell victim to the 
pandemic, Hall said, and is de-
layed at least three weeks. The 
sign will be located at the front 
of the school.

The bus shed is completed, 
Hall announced, and the side-
walk work is underway and 
should be completed soon.

The school’s new entry sys-
tem utilizing key fobs is in the 
final stages of completion with 
work expected to be finished 
this week.

Another major project for 
the school — updating the 

science lab — is underway, 
Hall reported. The asbestos 
abatement project for the lab 
is done and the old cabinets 
removed. It was discovered 
the wiring in the lab does not 
meet code so it must be re-
placed. Plumbing for the lab 
will be checked to make sure it 
meets the required standards.

The district is replacing 
another of the original water 
mains serving the school, Hall 
said. This main serves the ju-
nior high school hall. Work 
will be done by Jason Gore 
at a cost of between $15,000-
$18,000.

Shiloh principal Beth Har-

baugh reported on the suc-
cessful graduation ceremony 
for the Shiloh Class of 2020 
on Friday, May 15. There were 
20 out of the 23 graduates 
who voluntarily participated 
in the commencement cere-
mony.

There were 24 places in the 
gym designated for the grad-
uate families to sit and watch. 
“Everyone was compliant as 
we had asked for them to stay 
in their seats and not get up to 
take pictures,” she said. 

Teachers Kendra Saddoris 
and Julia North took pictures 
of the seniors before, during 
and shortly after the ceremo-

nies and the pictures were 
made available to all seniors.

Art teacher Randi Pollock, 
a parent of a 2020 graduate 
Mitch Pollock, thanked the 
board and administration for 
making the graduation cere-
mony possible.

 “When we left in March, 
I never thought we’d not be 
back,” she said, adding the 
board did the next best thing 
to provide the ceremony, giv-
en current circumstances.  

The school has also collect-
ed textbooks and Chrome-
books, said Harbaugh. They 
were exchanged for each stu-
dent’s personal items from 
desks and lockers. 

Curriculum and Technol-
ogy Director Terry Sullivan 
reported about 80 percent of 
the Chromebooks have been 
returned.

Harbaugh said some of the 
Chromebooks returned were 
not in the best shape and Sul-
livan will determine if they are 
salvageable. 

A survey of teachers will be 
conducted as to what worked 
best for e-learning during the 
shutdown, Harbaugh noted. 

“We plan to hold small group 
sessions when social distancing 
is relaxed to discuss, plan and 
train for future e-learning im-
plementation,” she said, noting 
the meetings will also include 
strategic planning for the fu-
ture in case schools are closed 
for any reason.

Shiloh board discusses student meals, modified graduation

Special to The Prairie Press

Shiloh High School did a modified commencement exercise May 
15 with social distancing requirements in place as a safeguard 
against spreading COVID-19. Top academic achievers for the 
Class of 2020 are from left to right, salutatorian Lillie Cox, 
co-valedictorian Gwenn Morris and co-valedictorian Isabella 
Carroll.

they are caught in this when 
we don’t have the same pres-
sures as other places. We want 
to see them back at work with 
paid employees being pro-
ductive citizens and paying 
taxes.”

Smith stressed the health 
department employees do 
not conduct surveillance 
waiting to pounce on a busi-
ness that tries to open, but if 
one does open and a citizen 
complaint is made, the health 
department is legally obli-
gated to investigate the com-
plaint. 

SMITH

ECPHD
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“If we get a complaint, we 
are going to respond to that, 
and tell them they are not re-

ally supposed 
to be open,” 
said Smith, 
adding from 
the health 
department 
board’s per-
s p e c t i v e , 
“That’s all we 

feel like we can do.”
Should a business insist on 

remaining open despite the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health’s (IDPH) position, 
the local health department 
is prepared to advise on ways 
to remain safe such as limit-
ing occupancy, maintaining 
appropriate distance between 
everyone in the establish-
ment, requiring all employees 
to wear masks and gloves and 
strongly urge that customers 
do the same.

“At that point, we are done, 
unless there is another com-

plaint,” said Smith. He add-
ed ECPHD employees will 
continue to provide guidance 
and education as needed and 
will follow up if there are ad-
ditional complaints about a 
business. 

He added people should 
not assume this means busi-
nesses — especially bars and 
restaurants — can return 
to operating as they did be-
fore safety practices against 
COVID-19 were implement-
ed. The health department’s 
responsibility, Smith said, is 
making sure everybody, espe-
cially in food establishments, 
are operating in a manner that 
assures public health. Rou-
tinely, the health department 
works with food establish-
ments to monitor safe food 
practices.

“If there is no issue with 
an unsafe practice, they have 
a right to be open. Where we 
may run into a problem is if 
people neglect, or are some-

what defiant, on being safe,” 
said Smith.

In those case where a busi-
ness refuses to comply with 
safe practices, Smith said 
the local health department 
board, which is composed 
of Edgar County citizens, is 
firmly behind the department 
employees seeking more 
stringent legal means to force 
compliance.

A more nebulous area is 
barbershops, salons and bou-
tique type of retail business-
es that did not fall under the 
health department’s oversight 
prior to COVID-19. He not-
ed because we are dealing 
with a public health pandem-
ic, it has become the health 
department’s responsibility 
to provide guidance to these 
establishments as well.

“We are trying to ride this 
slippery slope and working 
within the bounds of what is 
given to us by the state,” said 
Smith.

He clarified that despite the 
name of Edgar County Public 
Health Department, the local 
health department is not a 
creation of the county that is 
obligated to follow directives 
of the county board or the 
desires of local citizens if that 
runs counter to state policy. 
He explained ECPHD is a 
creation of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health and is 
tasked with enforcing state 
health laws and IDPH edicts.

“We are answerable to the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health,” he said. “We have 
rules, and we have to obey 
them. We are a representative 
of the state. Everything flows 
from the IDPH.”
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Climate change as a result 
of global warming is causing a 
worldwide loss of glaciers.  

High in the Andes Moun-
tains of Venezuela only 4% 
of the Humboldt Glacier re-
mains, and in a couple years, 
Venezuela will be the first 
South American country with 
no glaciers. Montana’s Glacier 
National Park is estimated to 
have had 150 glaciers in 1850, 
but today only 37 remain, and 
they have decreased by an av-
erage of 40% since 1966, with 
some receding by as much as 
85%.

The long term implications 
about the loss of ice is a cause 
for concern, but it has exposed 
new archeological sites that 
are adding to another realm of 
knowledge. A study, published 
mid-April in Antiquity mag-
azine, describes hundreds of 
artifacts found in the Lenbreen 
mountain pass since 2011. 
The pass is located 200 miles 
from of Oslo, Norway, in the 
Jutunheim Mountains. Among 
Europe’s highest elevations, 
the Norwegians call the moun-
tains Jotunheimen, or giants of 
Norse mythology, reflecting a 
Viking heritage.

Artifacts hidden for centu-
ries are again seeing the light of 
day. Melting along the trail has 
revealed Viking artifacts. The 
trove of treasures includes the 
remains of a dog still wearing 
its collar and leash. 

Vikings ruled the region 
from 800 to 1000 A.D. Not just 
seafaring coastal dwellers, they 
were also farmers, herdsman 
and tradesmen. 

The pass was used by Viking 
farmers, hunters, travelers and 
traders for an estimated 1,000 
years, but evidence of its exis-
tence was lost for centuries un-
til exposed by recent melting. A 
couple of reasons contributed 
to why people stopped using 
the Lenbreen Pass. The Black 
Death Plague of the 1300s 
killed between half and two-
thirds of all Norwegians, and 
just like our current pandemic, 
it restricted travel and trade. 
Worsening weather during the 
Little Ice Age between the ear-
ly 14th through the mid-19th 
century blocked the pass

By 2011, the warming cli-
mate had melted enough ice 
layers to re-expose the lost trail. 
Each summer as more ice lay-
ers melt archeologists descend 
on the area where they have 
cataloged hundreds of items, 
many unique and never before 
seen. Glacial ice is a time ma-
chine, preserving the objects 
over centuries.

Original direction signposts 
are visible again. Called cairns, 
they are rocks stacked to cre-
ate ancient signposts to point 
the way. The path is covered 
with reindeer antlers, bones, 
the remains of pack horses 
and massive piles of preserved 

dung. Near the top are the re-
mains of a stone shelter once 
used by travelers for protection 

from storms. 
The winding 
trail contains 
c l o t h i n g , 
shoes, a va-
riety of tools 
and riding 
gear all of-
fering clues 
to daily life. 
The pattern 
clarifies the 
impor tance 

of mountain travel and trade to 
the economy.

Included in the finds is a 
1,700-year-old wool coat. It is 
Norway’s oldest garment and 
a well-preserved tunic with 
intact blue dye. Traveler items 
include mittens, shoe leather, 
small utility knives, skis and 
snowshoes. Found among the 
artifacts are numerous pieces 
of harness, load binding and 
tie downs used to move mer-
chandise for trade. After the fall 
of the Roman Empire, it was 
Viking trade that rebuilt the 
European economy.

Among the unique artifacts 
are a metal horseshoe similar 
to modern shoes with the same 
nail pattern. A surprise was a 
snowshoe designed for use by 
a horse. All the artifacts have 
been found lying on the ice, 
not at the bottom on the rocks. 
This proves travel occurred in 

the late fall and winter when 
the loose rock trail was covered 
with snow to give footing.

The image of the barbaric 
Viking warlord was perpetu-
ated by Vikings themselves to 
instill fear in neighboring soci-
eties. Viking culture did pro-
mote a warrior-persona, but 
they were social and cultured. 
They were excellent technol-
ogists and Vikings were vain 
about their appearance. For 
status, they carried intricate 
comb masterpieces created 
from deer antler for groom-
ing. Their ideal of beauty was 
blonde and blue-eyed. Dark-
haired men used strong soap 
to bleach their hair.

A technical society, most 
of the innovations supported 
their fighting style. The Viking 
battle-axe was unique among 
medieval weapons. The blade 
was large and broad with a 
hook at the lower end. They 
used short swords forged of 
high carbon steel similar in 
metallurgy to the famous Sa-
murai sword.

The capstone of achieve-
ment was the longboat, which 
Viking raiders used the way 
our military uses an Apache 
helicopter. They struck fast, 
hit hard and pulled out before 
any counterattack.

Prior to the longboat, ships 
had flat bottoms making them 
slow and prone to capsizing. 
Viking shipbuilders integrated 

a vee-shape hull with a bottom 
keel beam that added strength, 
created a base for large sails, 
decreased drag and increased 
stability. The longboat allowed 
them to travel great distances, 
at high speed in a stable craft 
with low draft. They could sail 
into a harbor with as little as 
four feet of water carrying 100 
men to surprise an adversary 
then reverse without having 
to turn the ship around.

 Vikings were magnificent 
navigators designing sophisti-
cated instruments, which they 
kept a closely guarded secret. 
The sun compass was an early 
sextant. By marking the sun 
angle every hour on a chart 
they determined latitude. The 
mountains of Scandinavia 
are full of iron rich magnetite 
stones, and they invented the 
first magnetic compasses in 
Europe, which they kept a 
military secret for 500 years. 
Vikings alone had the ability 
to sail in thick fog. 

The legend of the solar 
stone is also true. It was a clear 
crystal that when held to the 
sky acted as a polarizing filter 
making the sun’s location pop 
out on an overcast day. By 
finding the sun’s position, it is 
possible to remain oriented in 
the landscape. This solar stone 
was used at sea and in the 
mountains on hazy days.

At their peak, the Vikings 
were active on four conti-

nents simultaneously. Vikings 
founded Dublin, gave us the 
weekdays Thursday and Fri-
day as Thor Day and Frigg Day 
for the god Thor and Odin’s 
wife Frigg. Our government 
of democratic rule and parlia-
mentary houses are modeled 
on the rule practiced by the 
Norse Vikings of Norway.

Viking rule and power 
ended Sept. 25, 1066, when 
15,000 Vikings were defeat-
ed by the Anglo-Saxons at 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge 
during the Viking bid to take 
the contested crown of En-
gland from King Harold. Less 
than a month later, Harold 
and his Anglo-Saxons were 
defeated at the Battle of Hast-
ings, and William, the Duke 
of Normandy, secured the 
English throne for himself. In 
a bit of historical irony, the 
Normans, from what is now 
modern-day France, started as 
a Viking colony. 

The Vikings are long gone, 
but like the litter left in the 
Lenbreen Pass, parts of their 
legacy continues in modern 
Western society.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cos-
mos” and James Burke’s “Con-
nections” on PBS. He is the tech-
nology and curriculum director 
for the Shiloh School District. 
Email him at sullivant@shi-
loh1.us)

Global warming is revealing more about the Vikings
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BREAD, PASTA ARE NUTRITIOUS AND COMFORTING

Special to The Prairie Press

Breads and pastas, such as this rotini with sausage and mushrooms, are top picks for comfort food with nutritional value. 

FAMILY FEATURES

As families spend more time at 
home, Americans are finding comfort 
in a surprising source: bread. In fact, a 
20-year trend of declining grain food 
consumption has been reversed.  

A national study by the Grain Food 
Foundation suggests the turnaround 
is more than a one-time sales blip due 
to pantry loading. In reality, consumers 
count bread among their top comfort 
foods. The study revealed one-third 
of Americans named pasta and bread 
as foods that are comforting during a 
stressful time. 

Comfort foods on the rise

ROTINI WITH SAUSAGE 
AND MUSHROOMS
Sylvia Melendez-Klinger

Ingredients
1  box (13 1/4 ounces) whole-grain rotini 
1  tablespoon olive or vegetable oil
1  pound chicken sausage, sliced
1  cup leeks, thinly sliced
1  cup green onions, thinly sliced
2  cups mushrooms, sliced
1  cup chicken stock
1/4 cup parsley chopped
6 leaves from tarragon sprigs, chopped 

1  cup Romano cheese grated
Parmesan-Romano cheese (optional)

Prepare rotini according to package 
directions. Drain and transfer to large bowl.

In large skillet, heat oil over medium 
heat. Cook sausage 2-3 minutes, or until 
well browned. Add leeks, onions and mush-
rooms; cook until tender. Add chicken 
stock and simmer 3-5 minutes, or until hot. 
Fold sausage mixture into warm pasta. Add 
parsley, tarragon and Romano cheese; toss 
again. Top with Parmesan-Romano cheese, 
if desired.

CHEESY BLACK BEAN TOAST WITH 
PICO DE GALLO
Sylvia Melendez-Klinger

Ingredients
6  Roma tomatoes, diced
1⁄2 medium onion, finely chopped
1  clove garlic, finely minced
2  serrano or jalapeno peppers, finely 

chopped
3  tablespoons fresh cilantro, chopped
1 lime, juice only
1⁄8 teaspoon oregano, finely crushed
1⁄8 teaspoon salt (optional)
1⁄8 teaspoon pepper
1⁄2 Hass avocado, diced
4 bolillos (6 inches) or large Kaiser rolls, 

sliced in half lengthwise
1  can (16 ounces) seasoned low-fat 

refried black beans 
2 cups shredded Chihuahua or mozzarella 

cheese

Heat oven to 350 F.
In medium mixing bowl, combine 

tomatoes; onion; garlic; peppers; cilantro; 
lime juice; oregano; salt, if desired; pepper; 
and avocado; set aside.

On medium platter, split rolls. With 
medium spatula, spread refried beans onto 
each bread half; sprinkle cheese among 
bread.

Bake 5-8 minutes, or until cheese is 
melted and hot.

In addition to the comforting flavor, 
this trend provides valuable nutrition-
al benefits. As a part of many healthy 
eating plans, bread and pasta are nutri-
tionist approved and provide nutrients 
needed for healthy aging such as B vita-
mins, magnesium, selenium, iron, folate 
and fiber.

“For years, we’ve been telling con-
sumers that grain foods are the foods 
we love that love us back,” said Chris-
tine Cochran, executive director of the 

Grain Foods Foundation. “The stress 
has given us permission to enjoy bread 
and pasta again, but unlike most com-
fort foods, consumers recognize that 
grains have nutritional value.”

The highest-ranking comfort foods 
were ice cream; baked goods like cakes, 
cookies and pastries; salty snacks; can-
dy; and fast food. However, when asked 
to identify comfort foods with nutri-
tional advantages, consumers identified 

AVOCADO VEGGIE SANDWICH
Recipe courtesy of the Grain Foods 
Foundation

Ingredients
1/2 ripe avocado, peeled
1  tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1/8 teaspoon salt
4  slices bread
4  slices tomato
8  slices cucumber
12  slices sweet bell pepper
2  tablespoons red wine vinegar
2  lettuce leaves

In small bowl, combine avocado, 
lemon juice and salt. Spread mixture 
evenly over two bread slices.

Place tomatoes, cucumber and 
peppers on covered surface. Drizzle with 
vinegar.

Layer lettuce, tomato, cucumbers 
and peppers evenly between slices of 
bread, creating two sandwiches.

See GRAINS, Page 2B

One way or another, 
kissing is a big factor in our 
lives. I reckon it all starts 

at birth. 
Babies 
are kissed 
so many 
times it’s 
impossible 
to keep 
count.  

Some 
babies are 
gawky, 
blubbery, 
bent 

out of shape, jaundiced, 
cross-eyed or just plain ugly 
ducklings, but no matter — 
their mothers shower them 
with affection, kissing them 
several times daily as if they 
were the cutest ever born.

I reckon some babies 
make up for ugliness 
by displaying superior 
intelligence. Red Skelton 
from Vincennes, Ind., 
said he was born so ugly 
his parents immediately 
disclaimed him. However, 
he won their admiration by 
mastering swimming at a 
very early age. Swimming 
came naturally but figuring 
how to open and climb out 
of that sack was extremely 
challenging.

Some people are natural 
huggers and kissers. They 
kiss their children, relatives, 
friends and sometimes 
strangers. Habitually. It 
causes confusion. Meeting 
one of these kissers can 
be embarrassing. They 
kiss at airports, funerals, 
church, school — heck, just 
anywhere they want to say 
hello or good-bye. Makes 
no difference.  

Problem is, you tend to 
believe it’s the right thing to 
do, so you kiss a pretty girl 
you’ve maybe never seen 
before. She slaps your face, 
kerpow, and accuses you of 
inappropriate molestation. 
What’s a guy to do?

Whether a guy believes 
in kissing or not, he sees 
all kinds of other people 
engaging in it anywhere 
and everywhere. He soon 
learns it’s OK with a 
fiancée or wife. If he buys 
an engagement ring, the 
fiancé — at least in days 
when I grew up — enjoys 
parking on dark roads or 
hideaways and smooching 
those long kisses that cause 
you to struggle to breathe 
until you learn how to kiss 
and breathe simultane-
ously.  

Evolving 
kissing 
behavior

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 8B

“In [Jesus] you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised 
Holy Spirit, who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession 
of it, to the praise of his 
glory.”

(Ephesians 1:13–14 
ESV)

Now don’t get me 
wrong, I like leftovers as a 
general rule. Sharon and 
I even 
have a few 
recipes we 
think are 
better the 
second 
time 
around

When 
the kids 
were at 
home, 
leftovers 
were often packed in the 
next day’s lunch (well, for 
some of us). Now that we 
are in, or perhaps, beyond 
the empty nest stage, most 
recipes, make more than 
we can, or should, eat for a 
meal. As a result, we often 
have the same dish several 
times during the week: 
leftovers. When the kids are 
in town or folks we know 
really well are joining us for 
lunch, it’s not unusual for 
us to slip a warmed-up dish 
into the menu.

That said, when we invite 
someone over for a nice 
meal to get to know them 
better, to welcome them 
into a new level of relation-
ship, or if for any reason 
we think it is important to 
communicate our apprecia-
tion and respect, we usually 
avoid leftovers. Some folks 
never eat them, but even 
those of us who enjoy them 
agree there are times when 
leftovers are just not an 
appropriate choice.  

Yet there is a relationship 
in which many of us rarely 
ever provide anything but 
leftovers. It doesn’t have to 
do with food, though.

When it comes to the 
deepening of a relationship 
with God, leftovers are 
about all many of us bring 
to the task. We try to use 
the leftover minutes when 
we are not doing anything 
else for this. On the surface, 
that seems reasonable since 
a significant portion of 
spiritual growth happens in 
solitary activities: reading, 
praying and studying. And 
large blocks of time are 

Serving 
leftovers

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 8B
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You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Stones to Styx to Shania

The Eagles to ELO to NSYNC

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

Financial Services for every step!
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Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381
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Love,

Grandpa & Grandma Wood
Carson

Tenley

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
Always 

Homemade

Wed 05/27
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 05/28
Ham & scalloped 
potato casserole,
green beans or 
garden salad

& roll

Fri 05/29
Roast Beef,

mashed potatoes 
w/gravy, garden 

salad & roll

Topics include

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate email us at uie-cce@illinois.edu.

A WEEK OF GREAT
GARDENING WEBINARS

CLICK ON EVENTS

Roses, Garden Cover Crops, Monarchs in

IL, Mulch Options, Woodpeckers in IL, and

Stress Management in Agriculture

GO.ILLINIOS.EDU/CCE

2x3
U of I

Extension

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Local eateries, restaurants, 

cafes, pubs and coffee shops 
are the social and econom-
ic lifeblood of many Illinois 
communities. Following the 
stretch of statewide shut-
downs that began in late 
March, residents are eager 
to see their favorite food and 
drink establishments reopen 

Free workshops cover effective ways to open up Illinois restaurants
Webinars offered by 
Illinois Restaurant 
Association and 
Illinois Extension

and employees return to 
work.

To prepare for success-
ful reopening in light of the 
changing food industry land-
scape, restaurant owners and 
managers may participate in 
two free, online webinars of-
fered by the Illinois Restau-
rant Association and Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension, in 
conjunction with University 
of Illinois College of Agri-
culture, Consumer and Envi-
ronmental Sciences and the 
Department of Food Science 
and Human Nutrition.

Both Scaling UP webinars 
feature food service industry 
professionals, restaurant own-
ers and university hospitality 
management program faculty 
who will provide a compre-
hensive framework for strate-
gically and safely reopening 
local establishments. Panel-
ists will answer questions as 
time allows.

The May 28 webinar focus-
es on financial considerations, 
including strategies to order 
effectively, prepare cost-effec-
tive menus and operate in a 
COVID-aware environment. 
Explore financial analysis and 
break-even considerations for 
alternative food service mod-
els, such as food subscription 
and grocery market kits.

Included on the panel are 
Chef Dustin Allen of Edge, 
along with U of I Food Sci-
ence and Human Nutrition 
staff Jorden Brotherton, clin-
ical assistant professor and 
Carter Phillips, instructional 
chef and quantity food man-
ager. Gordon Food Service 
will provide broadliner per-
spective. One may register 
online for the 10 a.m. May 
28 webinar at go.illinois.edu/
ScalingUpMay28.

A second webinar is 10 a.m. 
June 4 and features compli-
ance resources and disinfec-

tant practices to create a safe 
physical environment for 
patrons and staff. Strategies 
for instilling consumer confi-
dence will be offered, as well 
as approaches for enhanc-
ing the customer experience 
while adhering to new op-
erational guidelines. Tristan 
Popadziuk, owner and roast-
master for [CxT] Roast-
ing Company, will provide 
craft-centered advice. One 
may register online for the 
June 4 webinar at go.illinois.
edu/ScalingUpJune4. 

If you need reasonable ac-
commodation to participate 
in programming, contact the 
presenter. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged to allow 
sufficient time for meeting ac-
commodation needs.

Illinois Extension is the 
outreach effort of University 
of Illinois, extending unbi-
ased, research-based informa-
tion to help residents identify 

and solve local problems that 
build better futures for indi-
viduals, families, businesses, 
farms, and communities. Illi-
nois Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment.

Founded in 1914, the Illi-
nois Restaurant Association 
is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to promoting, pro-
tecting, educating and im-
proving the restaurant indus-
try in Illinois. The IRA owns 
and produces Chicago Gour-
met – the annual food and 
wine festival uniting restau-
rants, chefs and beverage 
experts for a weekend filled 
with food and drink tast-
ings, entertainment, cooking 
demonstrations, book sign-
ings, interactive seminars and 
more. The Association is also 
a proud co-host of the James 
Beard Foundation Awards, 
which will be held in Chicago 
through 2027. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The May 18 blood drive 
in Paris collected 52 pints 
of blood, and donor Susan 
Stafford achieved status as 
a nine-gallon donor.

Volunteers for the event 
were Vicki Wilson, Bev 
Weger and Nancy Engle-
bright. Lions Club help-
ers were Brad and Sharon 
Cash.

The next blood drive is 
June 22 at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall. 

Blood drive 
successful

bread and pasta as the top two.  
Beyond identifying comfort 

foods and their nutritional val-
ue, consumers also expressed 
worry that bread is in short sup-
ply right now. 

“We can all rest assured that 
there is enough supply of grain 
food products in this country,” 
Cochran said. “Shoppers may 

be experiencing some spo-
radic unavailability of certain 
high-demand items. However, 
manufacturers are working 
closely with retailers to make 
sure that out-of-stocks are short 
lived. Consumers will be able 
to buy their favorite grain-food 
products and eat them, too.”

To learn more about the role 
of grain foods in a healthful 
diet, visit GrainFoodsFounda-
tion.org.

GRAINS
FROM PAGE 1B

PANZANELLA BAGEL SALAD
Sylvia Melendez-Klinger

Ingredients
2  medium Roma tomatoes, 

seeded and diced
1 1/4 cups canned diced toma-

toes, undrained
1/4 cup green bell pepper, diced
1/4 cup cucumber, peeled, 

seeded and diced
2  tablespoons red onion, diced
2  tablespoons Parmesan 

cheese, grated, plus addition-
al (optional)

1  tablespoon balsamic vinegar
2  tablespoons fresh basil, 

chopped
2  bagels (4 ounces each) cut 

into 2-inch pieces, toasted
assorted greens (optional)

In medium bowl, mix toma-
toes, canned tomatoes with 
juice, green pepper, cucumber, 
onion, cheese, vinegar and basil.

Add toasted bagel pieces; 
toss gently. Marinate, covered, in 
refrigerator 1 hour. Serve within 
1 hour after marinating. Sprinkle 

with additional cheese and serve 
on bed of assorted greens, if 
desired.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

PLAINFIELD, Ind. – Par-
is High School senior Sydney 
Fox has received a $5,000 

scholarship 
from Duke 
Energy. She 
was one of 
five students 
from Indiana 
and Illinois 
a w a r d e d 

scholarships by the power 
company.

To qualify for the schol-
arships, winners must be 
children or dependents of 
a Duke Energy employee. 
Scholarships are based on 
academic record, leadership 
and participation in school 
and community activities, 
honors and awards, adult ap-
praisal, work experience and 
other factors.

 “These students recognize 
the value and importance 
of additional education be-
yond high school,” said Stan 
Pinegar, Duke Energy state 
president for Indiana. “We 
are honored to provide these 
scholarships to these out-
standing individuals.”

Fox will enter Butler Uni-
versity’s College of Pharma-
cy and Health Services in the 
fall. 

Fox receives Duke Energy scholarship

FOX

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

BOURBONNAIS — Ken-
nedy Gladding of Paris was 
named to the dean's list at Oliv-
et Nazarene University during 
the recently completed spring 
2020 semester. To qualify for 
inclusion on the dean's list, a 
student must have been en-
rolled as a full-time undergrad-
uate student and must have 

attained a semester grade point 
average of 3.50 or higher on a 
4.00 grading scale.

Olivet Nazarene University 
is an accredited Christian, liber-
al arts university offering more 
than 140 areas of undergradu-
ate and graduate study, includ-
ing the Doctor of Education in 
ethical leadership. Olivet's 275-
acre park-like main campus 
is in Bourbonnais, Illinois, 45 

miles south of Chicago. Addi-
tionally, the School of Graduate 
and Continuing Studies offers 
online education with offices 
and meeting spaces throughout 
Chicagoland and the Midwest. 
From Oxford to Tokyo, hun-
dreds of Olivet students also ex-
perience the global classroom 
each year through study abroad 
opportunities, internships and 
worldwide mission trips. 

Gladding makes Olivet Nazarene deans’ list
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The staff will be on hand during the 
same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
the pharmacy has received permission to bring orders to customers.

Remembering Sylvian Park
BY GENE KILLION
The Prairie Press

As I am nearing 100 years 
old, I want to share this arti-
cle about Sylvian Park in Par-
is and Memorial Day. Three 
acres of farmland on the south 
edge of Paris, owned by the 
Redmon family, was sold to 
the city of Paris Dec. 12, 1878, 
for $3,046 for use as a water 
retention pond. The dam for 
the city pond can still be rec-
ognized today by the small hill 
sloping off to the east side of 
Marshall Street.

State Route 1 went from 
Chicago to Cairo, and this 
route came up Marshall Street 
to Crawford Street then west 
to Main Street and proceeded 
on north through Chrisman 
and Danville. My wife Kath-
leen Humphrey's grandfather 
Gillum worked laying brick 

for Route 1 and the streets in 
Paris.

After the pond went dry one 
summer, the space was con-
verted to the city dump. Years 
later the dump was covered 
with soil and a water fountain 
was built. The fountain was 
removed during World War II.

Mr. and Mrs. Maurice 
Sholem, who ran a shoe store 
on the north side of the square 
and later in Urbana, gave the 
city of Paris $2,000 to land-
scape the area and create a 
park named Sylvian in honor 
of their son. Various trees were 
planted in the park as well as a 
sanitary sewer installed. Also, 
two large crescent-shape tulip 
beds were planted. 

The city had a shed built 
on the park property where 
large ice blocks were stored. 
These large blocks of ice were 

covered with straw and burlap 
sacks to keep them from melt-
ing. My father-in-law, Daniel 
Humphrey, was born on Five-
Mile Hill along Route 1 in the 
late 1800s. As a boy, he drove 
the family's horse and buggy 
to Sylvian Park in the sum-
mertime to get a large block of 
ice from this shed for the fam-
ily's ice box.

In the 1930s, my family 
moved to Marshall Street on 
the east side of Sylvian Park. 
I was in the seventh grade 
at that time. We lived in the 
third house south from Jas-
per street. Mrs. Clem owned 
and operated a bakery in her 
home on Jasper Street, which 
was later run by the Cassidy 
family. On the west side of the 
park, on Main street, the first 
house south of Jasper Street 
was where the Majors family 

lived, and the house just to the 
south of them belonged to Dr. 
Bob Sprague's family.

When the water fountain 
was still there, a circle path 
of limestone rock encircled it 
and provided a nice walking 
path for patrons to enjoy the 
surroundings. All the children 
in the area played in this park; 
even after dark, which leads to 
a tale. 

Some of the boys in the 
neighborhood occasional-
ly climbed to the top of the 
1,000-gallon water tower and 
walked around the catwalk at 
night. My brother, Carl, and 
I were tempted to do this but 
we never summoned up the 
nerve because we knew we 
would catch heck from our 
parents if they ever found out.

Since boys will be boys, 
there was one group (no 

names given) that sat on the 
northwest corner of the park 
during some summer nights 
and waited for the trucks 
loaded with watermelons to 
drive by and slowly turn and 
head west to Charleston. As a 
truck slowed down, the boys 
scampered up on the bed and 
grabbed a melon. 

One night a truck came by 
and one of boys made his bid 
for glory, but the truck driver 
speeded up right after mak-
ing the turn. The boy lost his 
melon and tried to exit the 
truck, but it was going so fast 
he held on to the back of it. He 
was wearing steel-heel-plated 
shoes that scraped the pave-
ment sending out two glo-
rious festoons of sparks like 
Roman candles for an entire 
city block. Luckily, the young 

See SYLVIAN, Page 4B

BY ROGER STANLEY
rogerstanley769@yahoo.com

The newly formed Edgar County His-
torical Society of 1969 reinstated a prior 
organization that formed in the 1920s.

One of the first acts of the newly ac-
tivated historical society was a 1970 
exposition at the 4-H Fairgrounds. It 
consisted of 13 township exhibits and 
other highlights of the past. More than 
500 tickets were sold by members of the 
society for the money-making event that 
took place on a Sunday afternoon, Aug. 
9, 1970. The event used the three main 
buildings of the 4-H grounds for most of 
the exhibits.

Exhibits were arranged by townships 
starting with Brouilletts Creek Town-
ship, which displayed a branding iron 
owned by the Scott family. Along with 
items of clothing from the 1800s was a 
church hat worn by Harriet Lowry Scott, 
complete with an old shawl. 

The Buck Township exhibit featured 
old farm implements collected and 
shown by Ovid Martin, which includ-
ed a horse harness from the 1880s and 
a corn planter of the same time period. 
A blacksmith shop was put together for 
the event by John Delap to round out 
that township display. 

Edgar Township’s collection included 
some old land grants, a handbell from 
Steam Point School, a china tea set and 
a Westward Ho compote and fruit dish-
es originally owned by Charity Arthur, 
who was the grandmother of Charity 
Wright Wiese, chairman for the heritage 
event. There was also two china headed 
dolls on exhibit which belonged to the 
twin girls of the William Harrison Moss 
family. 

The Elbridge unit planned by Gordon 

Guyman featured school histories and 
pictures, plus an 1880s era desk used at 
Success school. 

From Embarrass Township, a 1917 
copy of Prairie Farmer, a cedar churn 
with brass rings from the early 1800s and 
Ralph Mott provided a Crosley Thirdyn 
radio bought in 1924. 

The Grandview display featured many 
items from the Moseley family, including 
a wooden-wheeled bicycle and a hand 
operated corn planter. There were also 
pictures of the Apollo band of Grand-
view and I.B. Clapp’s uniform from that 
band. 

One of the items from the Hunter 
Township display was a large 1838 map 

of the road from ill-fated Cambridge to 
the Terre Haute Road.

The Kansas exhibit featured a 
150-year-old spinning wheel from Ger-
many that was  used by the grandmother 
of Mrs. J. Simpson.

Paris Township had several old pic-
tures of the many older businesses of 
Paris. Some of those images included 
Frey’s grocery, which became Frey’s 
Wholesale, Pipers Hardware that start-
ed in 1854 and Hodge’s Hardware. Mrs. 
Harlan Watson, chairman of this display, 
also included pictures of the 1848 Shaw 
Home that was located just east of the 
old hospital.  Walter Kimble displayed a 

HERITAGE COMES ALIVE AT 1970 EXPOSITION

Special to The Prairie Press

Grandview Township provided an eclectic selection of items for the Edgar County 
Historical Society’s 1970 Heritage Eposition. One of the more unusual items was a 
wooden-wheel bicycle belonging to the Mosely family.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Kansas Township display at the 1970 Heritage Exposition featured an area highlighting domestic work. The lady at the 
left using the loom is Mrs. L.C. Kimble, and the lady at the spinning wheel to the far right is Mrs. J. Simpson. The others in the 
photo are unidentified.

Exhibit revitalized Historical Society

See EXHIBIT, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

One of the earliest busi-
nessmen of Paris was Lean-
der Munsell, who opened a 
store on the southeast cor-
ner of the square in 1832. 
He also built the second 
courthouse of Paris, as well 
as the second jail in town.

Those were just a few 
endeavors of Munsell, a 
ubiquitous figure of the first 
years of local history. Born 
Feb. 5, 1793, at Cincinnati, 
Munsell was the son of a 
Revolutionary War soldier 
who later moved the family 
to Marietta, in southeastern 
Ohio.

There, young Leander 
worked in the family’s tav-
ern, and attended school 
for a total of six months. 
An 1879 history of Edgar 
County claims that one of 
his teachers was Lewis Cass, 
who served nearly 12 years 
the U.S. Senate and was 
U.S. Secretary of State from 
1857-60. 

Possibly owing to his 
work in the tavern, that 
1879 source states, “Mun-
sell early acquired a taste for 
strong drink,” but he con-
quered the habit. 

He later worked as a coo-
per, or barrel maker, at a salt 
works and spent six months 
in the War of 1812 before 
his marriage to his wife, 
Hannah, a union that lasted 
the rest of his life.

Munsell later bought a 
farm in Kentucky, where he 
stayed briefly before some, 
“Virginians settled near him 
with gangs of slaves.” As a 
result, he immediately sold 
out”and relocated to a farm 
in Miami County, Ohio, in 
the west-central part of the 
state. There, he was elected 
both sheriff and state repre-
sentative before moving on 
to Neville, near Cincinnati 
on the Ohio River, where 
he ran a steam mill with a 
brother-in-law. 

In 1832, Munsell landed 
in Paris and opened a gen-
eral mercantile business on 
the square, which he even-
tually expanded into loca-
tions in Coles and Cum-
berland counties in Illinois, 
as well as Sullivan County, 
Ind. Operating in an era of 
easy credit, he was strained 
during a string of recessions, 
including the Panic of 1837, 
and collected payments in 
the form of horses, cattle or 
hogs. 

By selling the animal 
stock, he managed to build 
some wealth, and accu-
mulated land in much the 
same fashion.  In 1834-35, 
he erected the first steam-
mill in Paris, dubbed the 
City Mills, east of the town 
square. The venture cost 
$3,000, or $88,000 in to-
day’s dollars. 

In 1840, Munsell was 
elected to a single term 
in the Illinois House as a 
Whig. In Springfield, he 
served with Abraham Lin-
coln, who was in his fourth 
and final term in the lower 
chamber. Lincoln some-
times stayed at the Munsell 
home when he visited Paris 
on the Eighth Judicial Cir-
cuit. 

Leander 
Munsell was 
early Paris 
businessman

Friend of Lincoln 
built second 
courthouse, jail

See MUNSELL, Page 4B

Is what we have been 
living the past few months 
just a comedy of errors? 
Maybe it is 
a tragedy 
written by 
a Shake-
spearean 
imposter.

More 
realistically, 
what is life 
and the 
pursuit of 
happiness, 
liberty and 
the freedom to choose to 
take risks? It is so important 
that we know what makes 
life worth living. 

Let’s set the stage and 
proceed with the intro-
duction of the first act. The 
setting is the world of today 
and the time just gone by. 
The main actor is not a per-
son, but a scheming plague 
that will set the world on 
fire. The mother and father 
of this character is dubious, 
but it has something to do 
with life and death. The 
plot of the story is how we 
choose to live our lives and 
those who would keep us 
from doing so. This is a 
three-act presentation with 
intermissions between the 
acts for people to go out 
and purchase toilet tissue.

Act I, the main character, 
who is named Covid with 
the title of the 19th, enters 
the scene. It is somewhere 
in the Far East in the mid-
dle of a heavily populated 
country. The birth of Covid 
is a mystery, but many theo-
ries exist and no one knows 
for sure. 

It may be just a concoc-
tion left over from the three 
witches when they chanted, 
“Double, double, toil and 
trouble fire burn and caul-
dron bubble.” This creation 
by the witches may have 
not contained the eye of a 
newt or the toe of a frog, 
but may have come from a 
toenail of a bat mixed with 
something nefarious. Covid 
immediately springs to the 
attack and infects people 
that surround him. 

Now enters the king and 
his minions (most of this 
type tragedy has to have a 
king), who try to prevent 
Covid from spreading 
throughout the land. In 
many instances the people 
are locked in their homes 
and are allowed little 

A comedy 
of errors

See STANLEY, Page 4B

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
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Happy

ON SALE 
May 22-25

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

              Bud & Bud Lt case can........................$16.94

Busch & Busch Lt 30pk..................................$16.98

Natural Family 30pk..............................................$14.99

Pabst case can...............................................$14.97

Coors & Coors Lt case can...........$16.94

Miller Lt - Miller 64 case can......$16.94

Specials
Memorial DayMemorial Day

Drive-up 
window available

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2015 Ford F-150
Lariat

$33,200

 2013 Transit Connect
XLT

$7,997

2017 Ford Explorer
Limited

$27,897

2014 Ford Fusion
SE

$9,497

2015 Ford Escape
Titanium

$14,300

2016 Chevrolet Trax
LT

 $13,300

Retail Retail MeatMeat  
CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

   Great for the

GRILL!GRILL!
Bacon Sizzler Patties &

Chicken Bacon Cheddar Patties

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
  Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
  Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
   Repair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

man was not injured, but he 
was the talk of the town for a 
long time to come.

The photo accompanying 
this story was taken by my 
brother, Carl, during Memo-
rial Day and shows the foun-
tain. The image was taken 
facing north. It shows Beal's 
grocery store sign, which was 
later run by Mr. Sears. Also in 
the photo is my father, Carl, 
and John Moss, standing by 
the fountain, is giving the ad-
dress. Moss was a lawyer and 
superintendent of District 95 
schools.

Photo by Carl Killion

Paris photographer Carl Killion captured this image of a 
Memorial Day program in Sylvian Park sometime during the 
1930s. The water fountain, a prominent park feature, was 
removed during World War II.

SYLVIAN
FROM PAGE 3B

freedom. As far as the rest of 
the world is concerned, they 
know little about what is going 
on. 

Untold people die, the num-
ber is unknown, but Covid is 
sneaky and he accompanies 
many of the infected people 
out into many other countries. 
Act I closes with a different 
rendition of “Hamlet” where 
supposedly Hamlet will kill 
the king, but Covid does not 
kill the king. He is secretly 
hastened on his way by the 
king and escapes to the rest of 
the world.

The audience is excused 
to pursue their purchases of 
necessary wipes.

Act II begins as Covid takes 
great enjoyment by infecting 
as many people throughout 
the world as he can. As many 
of the people throughout the 
world are just plain sick of his 
actions, they try to find ways 
of avoiding him. Many of the 
people he tries to visit become 
alarmed, but he knows how to 
avoid their schemes of distanc-
ing, wearing masks and staying 
in their homes. 

The main theme of this act 
is also from “Hamlet” with a 
visiting troubadour giving a 
rendition of, “to be or not to 
be, that is the question.” He 
changes the wording to follow 
all the Covid preventative 
rules made by the wizards 
and other learned scholars 
and leaders. In a clever way 
he sings the theme song, “to 

follow or not to follow all the 
rules, or be a bunch of fools, 
that is the question. Is man to 
die of being sick, or the cause 
of freedom, which do I pick?”

The second intermission is 
for washing hands and re-ad-
justing face masks. 

Act III is now in the land of 
the brave and the free. Covid 
has made his presence felt 
even though held back just a 
little because the giant birds 
were not allowed from the oth-
er countries where he did the 
most harm. The main elected 
leader of our country quickly 
went to work and called him 
a warmonger and took the 
strongest actions he could. He 
took advice from a learned 
council and tried to set a plan 
in motion to keep Covid visits 
throughout the country to a 
minimum.

The Comedy of Errors song 
is now presented in verse and 
in chorus. At first the sages 
say a mask will do no good, 
but then they changed their 
minds. At first, they say Covid 
is not highly contagious, but 
later found Covid was sneak-
ing up on anyone he could be 
with. Some wizards believed 
that social distancing was 
important, which led to some 
of the local elected governing 
actors chosen to limit the size 
of groups. 

The main elected leader 
of his country showed his 
wisdom by not wanting to be a 
king and chose the state elect-
ed leaders to set precedence 
of how to handle the rascal 
Covid. This all worked well in 

most states that had sense and 
sensibility and heard the song 
of the troubadour about, “to 
be scared to death or be free to 
seek a living.” 

Along came the Comedy of 
Errors again and it seems the 
fear of Mr. Covid caused some 
of the state leaders to make 
untimely errors. It would not 
then be a comedy as many 
more people died because 
of failing to protect the most 
vulnerable. 

The want-to-be king of 
the Prairie State sought to 
impose his own fears and his 
unjust powers to our neigh-
borhood because he lacked 
understanding of the work 
ethic and proven worth of his 
minions. All of the country 
he oversaw was not the same, 
and he needed to make al-
lowances for people wanting 
to make their own decisions. 
It seems this supposed king 
wore a mask over his whole 
face including his eyes and 
ears as he then had poor 
vision and poor hearing to 
those who needed to be heard 
and seen.  

The production ends with 
all the players on stage that 
represented the hard working 
class members and freedom 
seekers singing in chorus, “We 
are not afraid to live our lives 
and be free, to be free,” as they 
chase Covid and the would-be 
king out of their land.    

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at  rogerstan-
ley769@yahoo.com) 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

music box that belonged to 
his grandfather and an Edison 
phonograph which belonged 
to his father, John.  

The Shiloh display featured 
a Bible printed in 1850 that 
belonged to Mary Shell Ait-
ken. 

The Stratton Township ex-
hibit had pictures of the Black-
burn family displayed by the 
Dennis family. It also included 
an 1825 land grant from John 
Quincy Adams’ administra-
tion, and an old chest brought 
from Kentucky in a covered 
wagon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bell 
loaned an 1898 township orga-
nization book of Young Amer-
ica Township first owned by 
Leonard Dixon.

On display, but not from 
any specific township, were 
antique cars and trucks with 
the oldest being a 1924 Model 
T Ford owned by Sutton and 
Son Funeral Home. There was 
also a 1930 Ford car along with 
a 1929 Ford truck owned by 
Judge Howard Ruff. Others on 
display were a 1930 Ford pick-
up brought by Jim Hanner and 
a Model A 1929 Cabriolet pro-
vided by Don Cavins.

A special attraction to en-
tertain the children was a 
stagecoach ride donated and 
driven by Hugh Heischmidt, 
a well-known horse and pony 

enthusiast.
Edgar County Historical So-

ciety officers elected in March 
1969 were Joe Sanders, presi-
dent; Mrs. H. B. Lukken, vice 
president; Mrs. Eugene Sand-
ers, recording secretary; Ame-
lia Black, corresponding secre-
tary: Walter Kimble, treasurer; 
and Mrs. Howard Boland, his-
torian.

This event was successful for 
the 140 members of the Edgar 

EXHIBIT
FROM PAGE 3B

However, Lincoln was on 
the other side when Munsell 
sued his former business part-
ner, William McReynolds, in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
in May 1852. That case, Mun-
sell v. McReynolds, was a move 
to settle the partnership, and 
McReynolds retained Lincoln. 
The case was later decided by 
the master in chancery, and 
the circuit court dismissed the 
case, ordering McReynolds to 

pay the costs. 
When in Paris, Lincoln pre-

sented cases in the town’s sec-
ond courthouse, built by Mun-
sell himself for $4,250. Legal 
historian Guy Fraker describes 
the structure as, “a brick, cof-
fee-mill style, two-story build-
ing,” that served the county 
until 1891.

Munsell also built court-
houses in Bloomington, De-
catur and Charleston, each in 
the same coffee-mill style.  In 
addition, Munsell construct-
ed the second jail in Paris for 

MUNSELL
FROM PAGE 3B

County Historical Society 
and helped contribute to 
the organization creating a 
local museum. Many of the 
items mentioned can now 
be seen at the Arthur House 
and annex museum. This 
was the main event of the 
newly resumed Historical 
Society and was an interest-
ing showcase for the history 
that surrounds us right here 
in Edgar County.  

Special to The Prairie Press

The antique cars and trucks on display at the 1970 Heritage 
Exposition were supplied by Don Cavins, Sutton and Son 
Funeral Home, Judge Howard Ruff,  Jim Hanner and Jim Blair.

Special to The Prairie Press

Charity Wright Wiese of Edgar Township is shown with family 
heirlooms including a Westward Ho compote and fruit bowls, 
in front of her, and two china head dolls that belonged to the 
twin daughters of Harrison Moss.

a contract price of $900. Used 
from 1835-59, the new jail was 
a two-story log structure with 
an upper story divided into 
rooms so inmates could be put 
in separate apartments. 

Munsell, who lost a bid 
for the state senate in 1842, 
underwent several political 
transformations. After leav-
ing the Whigs, he matricu-
lated to the Know-Nothings, 
a national third party that 
lasted from 1849-57 and was 
based on an anti-immigrant 
platform.  Modern scholars 
note Lincoln’s disdain for the 
Know-Nothing movement. 

However, Munsell attend-
ed the first Republican State 
Convention in Bloomington in 
May 1856, where Lincoln de-
livered one of his most compel-
ling statements against slavery. 

The riveting address became 
known as the “Lost Speech” 
because, incredibly, no one 
took notes of the future Pres-
ident’s words. A scholar of 
the event wrote in 1967 that, 
“Lincoln’s Lost Speech made 
an enthusiastic Republican,” of 
Munsell. 

Clearly, Munsell was no 
shrinking violet. The 1879 
source describes his fiery ener-
gy which earned him the nick-
name “Old Tecumseh.” 

By the mid-1850s, the com-
pletion of railroads had driven 
up land prices, and Munsell 
sold his real estate, along with 
his mill, at a hefty profit. He 
also boasted around $50,000 in 
well-secured notes, the equiva-
lent of more than $1.5 million 
today.  Now well-set, he retired 
and, according to the 1879 ac-
count, supported charitable 
and religious objects with a, 
“constant and active interest in 
all matters pertaining to educa-
tion and religion.”

In 1852, Munsell was listed 
as a trustee of Illinois Wesley-
an University in Bloomington. 
His son, Oliver, served as pres-
ident of the school from 1857-
73. 

The elder Munsell was 
named to the board of the 
newly formed Edgar County 
Agricultural Society in 1854. 
He apparently continued his 
community focus for the rest 
of his life and, as the 1879 his-
tory says, “heartily despised 
insincerity.”

That same source writes that 
Munsell, “directed in his will 
that no discourse should be 
preached at his funeral, unless 
the officiating minister should 
honestly call attention to his 
faults as well as his virtues.” 
Munsell died at his home on 
July 9, 1862, and is buried in 
Edgar Cemetery. 

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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URBANA — The USDA 
has released the first projec-
tions for U.S. corn and soy-
bean supply and demand in 
the 2020-21 marketing year. 
The forecasts for soybeans 
showed higher ending stocks 
this marketing year with a 
substantial decrease in the 
next marketing year’s ending 
stocks. While the prospects 
for this year’s crop come to 
the forefront, the consump-
tion projections reflect the 
potential market size and 
merit consideration, accord-
ing to University of Illinois 
agricultural economist Todd 
Hubbs.  

Current marketing year 
ending stocks increased to 
580 million bushels due to 
a 100 million bushel drop in 
soybean exports. Total con-
sumption for the 2019-20 

marketing year is forecast at 
3.901 billion bushels, down 
70 million bushels from 
2018-19. The initial forecast 
of soybean use for the 2020-
21 marketing year came in at 
4.315 billion bushels. 

Driven by an expectation of 
exports at 2.05 billion bush-
els, consumption near this 
level last occurred in 2017-18 
before the onset of the trade 
war, Hubbs notes. 

“The U.S. average soybean 
yield is projected at 49.8 bush-
els per acre with production 
at 4.125 billion bushels. Yield 
potential for the crop unfolds 
over the next few months and 
weather conditions deter-
mine the outcome,” he said. 

“Additionally, planted 
acreage levels are yet to be 
determined and still have a 
significant amount of uncer-
tainty due to the developing 
economic conditions. Ending 

stocks look to fall near 405 
million bushels for 2020-21 
under the USDA forecast. If 
the projection comes to fru-
ition, it would be a positive 
development for soybean 
prices.”  

Crush totals through April 
remained strong and contin-
ue to support soybean prices 
this year. The NOPA crush 
report saw April crush totals 
at 171.7 million bushels. This 
total implies approximately 
1.45 billion bushels of soy-
beans crushed through April 
this marketing year. 

“Since the USDA projec-
tion sits at 2.125 billion bush-
els, crush levels from May to 
August need to total around 
680 million bushels. Last year 
saw 680 million bushels over 
the same period. Since the 
start of 2020, crush totals this 
year came in almost 6% above 
last year. While a steady crush 

pace looks feasible for the 
remainder of this marketing 
year, there are reasons for cau-
tion,” Hubbs said. 

The prospect of reduced 
hog and cattle production 
levels over the rest of the year 
may hamper crush totals a bit, 
Hubbs noted. 

“A resurgence of ethanol 
production leads to greater 
availability of distiller’s grains, 
which impacts soybean meal 
use,” he says. 

The 2020-21 forecast for 
crush of 2.13 billion bushels 
indicates a slight increase over 
this year’s current projection. 
Implicit in the USDA forecast 
is a robust economic recovery. 

“Substantial unemploy-
ment carrying into 2021 looks 
to impact meat consumption 
and the prospects for crush 
demand,” Hubbs said. “While 
difficult to predict, sustained 
economic weakness could 

lower the crush total but may 
pale in comparison to issues 
in the export market.” 

Hubbs added that despite 
an uptick in Chinese purchas-
es recently, soybean exports 
continue to disappoint. 

“A weak currency and large 
crop bolstered exports out 
of Brazil. As such, the USDA 
lowered current marketing 
year exports by 100 mil-
lion bushels to 1.675 billion 
bushels. Soybean export to-
tals through May 14 sit near 
1.34 billion bushels. For the 
remainder of the marketing 
year, exports inspections 
need to average near 25 mil-
lion bushels a week to hit the 
reduced target,” he said. 

Over the last month, week-
ly export inspections aver-
aged a little under 17 million 
bushels per week. Outstand-
ing sales as of May 7 sit at 210 
million bushels. Since the last 

export sales report, China 
purchased 21.5 million bush-
els for this marketing year. 
Increased Chinese purchases 
for delivery this year provide 
hopeful signals of meeting 
this year’s projection and pos-
sibly even the next marketing 
year’s large export forecast. 

The soybean export projec-
tion for 2020-21 sits at 2.05 
billion bushels, 375 million 
bushels above the current 
marketing year. Export totals 
at that level imply the U.S. 
recoups some market share 
of Chinese buying next mar-
keting year, Hubbs said. Pro-
jections for Chinese soybean 
imports sit at 3.53 billion 
bushels, up 147 million bush-
els from this marketing year. 

“The economic recovery in 
China got off to a slow start 
with April economic num-
bers indicating lower retail 

Soybean demand remains uncertain

One reason — there 
were others — for my 
departure from farm 

magazine 
writing 
was laugh-
ter. Let me 
explain.

In the 
ear-
ly-1980s, 
the world, 
like now, 
was 
headed to 
hell in a 

hurry and agriculture was 
leading the parade. U.S. 
interest rates were a crush-
ing 14 percent, farmland 
prices were on their way 
to plunging 40 percent in 
just five years, and grain 
prices were poised to fall 
off a cliff.

In the middle of this 
calamity, I suggested to 
Successful Farming’s man-
aging editor, a devoted 
pipe smoker, that I write a 
story on the aching need 
for a national coordinated 
food policy.

My words hit his brain 
just as a drag of tobacco 
smoke hit his lungs and 
his laughter and coughing 
were so convulsive that all 
he could do was wave me 
out of his office. He then 
laughed every time he saw 
me the following week.

The joke, as it turns out, 
was on us.

In 1985, federal poli-
cymakers, led by Big Ag, 
responded to the crisis 
as they always had: They 
spent billions to remodel 
and repaint old policies 
instead of daring to create 
new ones.

Two were genuine 
golden oldies, ethanol and 
the CRP, or Conservation 
Reserve Program. CRP 
was sold as a 10-year soil 
conservation tool and 
ethanol as a short-term 
alternative to use up an 
enormous corn carryover.

Thirty-five years later, 

Laughter is 
no longer 
the best 
medicine

See GUEBERT, Page 6B

ALAN
GUEBERT
FARM AND  
FOOD FILE

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHAMPAIGN - NRCS 
State Conservationist, Ivan 
Dozier announced Funding 
is now available for the Ag-
ricultural Land Easement 
(ALE) program.

Ivan Dozier, state con-
servationist for the USDA 
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service, said the ALE 
program can help address 
development and popu-
lation pressures posing a 
threat to Illinois farmland 
acres currently used for agri-
cultural production. 

Through use of these con-
servation easements, NRCS 
can provide financial assis-
tance to eligible partners, to 
purchase Agricultural Land 
Easements (ALE). Such 
easements help farmers/
landowners keep working 
croplands and grasslands in 
active, profitable agriculture 
production. The ALE sign-
up is continuous but the 
funding cut-off for this fiscal 
year runs through June 19.

“Agricultural easements 
can protect the long-term 
viability of our nation’s 
food supply, which is more 
important than ever,” said 
Dozier. “Easements prevent 
conversion of productive 
working lands to non-agri-
cultural uses and conserve 
vital grazing land and pas-
tures.

Easements can also help 
keep lands in the hands of 
family members, while pro-
viding an enhanced oppor-
tunity to keep productive 
land available for secure 
crop production. Easements 
can offer farming opportu-
nities for other newcom-
ers to agriculture. To date, 
producers and partners na-
tionwide have successfully 
protected more than 1.1 
million acres of farmland 
and 340,000 acres of grass-
land through ACEP’s prede-
cessor programs – the Farm 
and Ranch Lands Protec-
tion Program and the Grass-
land Reserve Program.

More detailed informa-
tion is available at www.nrcs.
usda.gov.

Easements 
can help on 
the farm

Special to The Prairie Press

More and more Americans are thinking about the environmental impact of what they eat. Advances in agriculture and hus-
bandry have made meat and dairy progressively friendlier for the planet.

FAMILY FEATURES

Health and environmental concerns 
convince many people they should re-
think their diets. 

However, it’s important to know how 
to make informed food choices based 
on facts. By working with farmers and 
ranchers who use science and research 
to advance animal agricultural practices, 
commodity groups like Colorado Corn 
help ensure the availability of sustain-
able, healthy and delicious animal pro-
tein products. 

Consider these facts from Shari Stein-
bach, who is a nutrition and culinary 
consultant with more than 35 years 
of experience as a health professional. 
Steinbach works with retailers, food 
companies and commodities to cre-
ate educational programs that provide 
meaningful solutions.
nCompared to 1977, today’s beef 

producers raise the same amount of beef 
with approximately 33% fewer cattle, ac-
cording to the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association. Improved animal health, 
welfare, genetics and nutrition has re-
sulted in a 16% lower carbon footprint 
and fewer natural resources used for ev-
ery pound of beef produced.
nA retrospective analysis on pork 

production in the U.S. from 1960-2015 
from the Pork Checkoff shows a signif-
icant reduction in the use of natural re-
sources. Per pound of pork produced, 

producers have reduced land use by 
76%, water use by 25%, energy use by 
7% and their carbon footprint by more 
than 7%.
nCompared with 75 years ago, dairy 

milk production now uses 65% less wa-
ter, 90% less land and 76% less manure, 
which translates into a 63% smaller car-
bon footprint of milk, according to the 
“Journal of Animal Science.” 
nSheep can consume dried plants 

to help prevent wildfires or eliminate 

weeds, which helps farmers avoid or 
at least minimize the use of herbicides. 
Across the U.S., farmers bring in sheep to 
graze leftover stalks and seeds after crops 
have been harvested.
nAll cattle eat grass, and those fed 

grain like Colorado Corn provide 19% 
more human-edible protein than they 
consume, according to a Council for Ag-
ricultural Technology task force report. 
Because cattle can eat everything from 

Facts about sustainable eating

Special to The Prairie Press

It is important to make informed choices when eating sustainably. Beef and dairy 
products now have a lighter impact on the land while being as nutritious as ever.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue this week 
announced details of the Coro-
navirus Food Assistance Pro-
gram (CFAP), which will pro-
vide up to $16 billion in direct 
payments to deliver relief to 
America’s farmers and ranch-
ers impacted by the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

In addition to this direct 
support to farmers and ranch-
ers, USDA’s Farmers to Fam-
ilies Food Box program is 
partnering with regional and 
local distributors, whose work-
forces have been significantly 
impacted by the closure of 
many restaurants, hotels, and 
other food service entities, to 

purchase $3 billion in fresh 
produce, dairy and meat and 
deliver boxes to Americans in 
need.

“America’s farming commu-
nity is facing an unprecedented 
situation as our nation tack-
les the coronavirus. President 
Trump has authorized USDA 
to ensure our patriotic farm-
ers, ranchers and producers are 
supported, and we are moving 
quickly to open applications to 
get payments out the door and 
into the pockets of farmers,” 
said Perdue. “These payments 
will help keep farmers afloat 
while market demand returns 
as our nation reopens and re-
covers. America’s farmers are 
resilient and will get through 
this challenge just like they al-

ways do with faith, hard work 
and determination.”

Beginning May 26, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), through the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), will be 
accepting applications from ag-
ricultural producers who have 
suffered losses.

CFAP provides vital finan-
cial assistance to producers of 
agricultural commodities who 
have suffered 5%-or-great-
er price decline due to 
COVID-19 and face addition-
al significant marketing costs 
as a result of lower demand, 
surplus production and dis-
ruptions to shipping patterns 
and the orderly marketing of 
commodities.

Farmers and ranchers will 

receive direct support, drawn 
from two possible funding 
sources. The first source of 
funding is $9.5 billion in appro-
priated funding provided in the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Stability (CARES) 
Act to compensate farmers for 
losses due to price declines that 
occurred between mid-January 
2020, and mid-April 2020 and 
provides support for special-
ty crops for product that had 
been shipped from the farm 
between the same time period 
but subsequently spoiled due 
to loss of marketing channels. 
The second funding source 
uses the Commodity Credit 
Corporation Charter Act to 
compensate producers for $6.5 
billion in losses due to on-go-

ing market disruptions.
Non-specialty crops eligible 

for CFAP payments include 
malting barley, canola, corn, 
upland cotton, millet, oats, 
soybeans, sorghum, sunflow-
ers, durum wheat and hard 
red spring wheat. Wool is also 
eligible. Producers will be paid 
based on inventory subject to 
price risk held as of Jan. 15.

A payment will be made 
based 50 percent of a produc-
er’s 2019 total production or 
the 2019 inventory as of Jam. 
15, whichever is smaller, mul-
tiplied by the commodity’s ap-
plicable payment rates.

LIVESTOCK
Livestock eligible for CFAP 

include cattle, lambs, yearlings 

and hogs. 
The total payment will be 

calculated using the sum of the 
producer’s number of livestock 
sold between Jan. 15 and April 
15, multiplied by the payment 
rates per head, and the highest 
inventory number of livestock 
between April 16 and May 14, 
multiplied by the payment rate 
per head.

There is a payment limita-
tion of $250,000 per person 
or entity for all commodities 
combined. 

Applicants who are corpo-
rations, limited liability com-
panies or limited partnerships 
may qualify for additional 
payment limits where mem-
bers actively provide personal 

See MEAT, Page 6B

USDA announces details of Coronavirus Food Assistance Program

See USDA, Page 6B

See OUTLOOK, Page 6B
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.877.597.7536  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner215

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086ENZ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!
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T
-4

3
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Derrick L Lorenzen 
Financial Advisor

11773 Il Hwy 1 
Paris, IL 61944-8309 
217-463-4774

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

BBQ Pulled PorkBBQ Pulled Pork    $3.75

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Curbside Pickup 11-9 Daily 

Chicken Salad, Chips & DrinkChicken Salad, Chips & Drink    $6.00
Back for the Season:  

Chicken Salad & Banana Split

CLOSED 
Monday for Memorial Day

Fresh & Silk Flowers 
for All Occasions

Garden and 
Bedding Plants

Greenhouse Grown
BE SURE TO LIKE US ON

713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL217-465-4048217-465-4048

WEIR’S FLORISTWEIR’S FLORIST
Randy Weir

www.weirsflorist.com

AeroGen-Tek, a leading provider of highly 
-complex combustion components for 

aerospace and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team members 

to fill roles in the following areas:

    Fabrication                   
    Final Assembly                           
    Spinning    
    Engineering   
    and Many More...

NDT/Xray Level II
Machining
Lasers
Programming

To inquire about or apply for a position:
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL; 
Email your resume to HR@aerogentek.com; 
or Call us at 217-465-6549.

NOW HIRING

sales and an uptick in unem-
ployment,” Hubbs said. “A 
continuation of slow growth 
may impact import totals. 
The rebuilding of the Chi-
nese hog herd after African 
swine fever supports the fore-
cast of higher imports.” Brazil 
looks set to expand soybean 
acreage once again with the 
USDA forecasting a massive 
soybean crop in 2020-21 near 
4.8 billion bushels, Hubbs ex-
plained. 

“Despite this huge crop 

OUTLOOK
FROM PAGE 5B

the kernels to the stalks, farm-
ers can enhance sustainability 
by using every part of the plant. 
nThe largest of cattle’s four 

stomachs is called the rumen, 
which provides upcycling 
benefits. Because the rumen 
is naturally filled with trillions 
of microbes, it can upgrade 
plants of little to no nutritional 
value into high-quality protein 
and micronutrients people can 
consume.
nBased on guidelines from 

the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, one 3-ounce cooked 
serving of beef supplies more 

than 10% of the Daily Val-
ue for 10 essential nutrients 
including protein, iron, zinc 
and B vitamins. One 3-ounce 
serving of pork is an excellent 
source of thiamin, selenium, 
protein, niacin, vitamin B6 
and phosphorus, and a good”-
source of riboflavin, zinc and 
potassium. One 3-ounce serv-
ing of American lamb is an ex-
cellent source of protein, zinc, 
selenium, riboflavin, niacin, 
vitamin B12 and vitamin B6.
nDairy products provide 

an important nutrient pack-
age and are under-consumed. 
In fact, calcium deficiency is 
one of the most important 
global nutrient deficiencies, 

according to the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization of the 
United Nations.  
nA study published in 

“Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences of the 
United States of America” 
simulated the environmental 
and nutritional impact of re-
moving all animal foods from 
an American diet. When diets 
contained only plant-based 
foods, a greater number of 
nutrients fell below recom-
mended levels, most notably 
calcium and vitamins A, D 
and B12.

When taking steps to im-
prove diet and make the plan-
et healthier, one can combine 

eating a balanced diet with 
another important goal: Re-
ducing food waste. 

On average, 40% of all 
food brought home in Amer-
ica goes uneaten, according to 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, which means food 
waste costs the average family 
$2,500 annually. 

A diet that emphasizes a 
variety of whole grains, fruits, 
vegetables, beans, nuts and 
seeds along with meat, fish, 
dairy and eggs can be an envi-
ronmentally responsible one 
that supports a sustainable 
food system.

Find more information at 
coloradocorn.com

MEAT
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labor or personal management 
for the farming operation. 
Producers will also have to 
certify they meet the Adjust-
ed Gross Income limitation 
of $900,000 unless at least 75 
percent or more of their in-
come is derived from farming, 
ranching or forestry-related 
activities. Producers must also 
be in compliance with Highly 
Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation provisions.

APPLYING FOR ASSISTANCE
Producers can apply for 

assistance beginning on May 
26. Additional information 
and application forms can be 
found at farmers.gov/cfap. 
Producers of all eligible com-
modities will apply through 
their local FSA office. Doc-
umentation to support the 
producer’s application and 
certification may be request-
ed. FSA has streamlined the 
signup process to not require 
an acreage report at the time 
of application and a USDA 
farm number may not be im-

mediately needed. Applica-
tions will be accepted through 
August 28.

To ensure the availability 
of funding throughout the 
application period, produc-
ers will receive 80 percent of 
their maximum total payment 
upon approval of the applica-
tion. The remaining portion 
of the payment, not to exceed 
the payment limit, will be paid 
at a later date as funds remain 
available.

USDA Service Centers are 
open for business by phone ap-
pointment only, and field work 
will continue with appropriate 
social distancing. While pro-
gram delivery staff will contin-
ue to come into the office, they 
will be working with produc-
ers by phone and using online 
tools whenever possible. All 
Service Center visitors wishing 
to conduct business with the 
FSA, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, or any oth-
er Service Center agency are 
required to call their Service 
Center to schedule a phone ap-
pointment. More information 
can be found at farmers.gov/
coronavirus.

USDA
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both temporary programs 
remain.

In the 1990s, more market 
woes delivered the revolu-
tionary Freedom to Farm 
(F2F) law. The revolutionary 
part, it turned out, was that it 
suspended economic reality. 
Under F2F, farmers received 
government checks to, 
literally, outbid, outspend and 
out-produce their neighbors.

And, boy, did they. F2F 
went from being a seven-year, 
$50-billion concept to being 
a six-year, $143-billion farm 
policy train wreck.

In the 2000s, Congress 
really jumped into the breach 
with crop insurance, another 
worn tire from the past. This 
time, though, they super-
charged it with enormous 
subsidies to entice farmers 

to use it. What was left out, 
critics warned, was an effec-
tive tool to lift farm income 
should a big production-low 
price spiral hit. Relax, Con-
gress said; this’ll work.

And it did until it didn’t. By 
2016, net farm income had 
collapsed 30 percent from just 
three years prior.

Without an escape hatch, 
farmers did the only thing 
they could: they grew more 
to boost gross revenue. That, 
in turn, pushed commodity 
prices even lower and the 
downward spiral steepened.

Which is where we are 
today despite, according to 
the U.S. of Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) statistics, 
having spent $1.067 trillion 
(2019 dollars) on federal 
farm programs since 1933, 
when they were institution-
alized.

More surprising, one-third 

of that total, or $364 billion, 
has been spent in just the last 
two decades, despite 2011 
through 2015 having been 
one of the most profitable 
five-year periods ever in 
American agriculture.

On the plus side, the 
money has underwritten 
the cheapest, safest, most 
abundant food supply in the 
history of the world. No small 
achievement. It has also fed 
millions more around the 
world and helped plant peace 
in some of its darkest corners.

But that cheap abundance 
isn’t looking cheap anymore. 
Foreign companies, some tied 
to domestic corruption or 
unfriendly governments, sit 
atop our meat, seed, fertilizer, 
and chemical supply chains. 
As such, they shackle us to 
their corporate needs, not our 
national interests.

At the same time, those 

remnants of rural America that 
haven’t been run over, paved 
over or turned over to corpo-
rate ag — local butchers, small 
flour mills and community 
supported ag groups and farm-
ers — are now overwhelmed 
with new business during the 
Covid-19 crisis.

The lesson here is obvious.
Meanwhile, Congress and 

USDA, their lessons still 
unlearned, are gearing up to 
spend another $30 billion 
— and maybe far more — to 
remodel, repaint and rename 
more boom-and-bust ag 
policies from the past.

No one, however, is laugh-
ing anymore.

(Alan Guebert is an 
award-winning agricultural 
journalist and expert who 
was raised on an 720-acre, 
100-cow southern Illinois dairy 
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

GUEBERT
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forecast, export projec-
tions out of Brazil sit lower 
than this marketing year by 
36 million bushels at 3.05 
billion bushels,” he said. 
“If China meets phase one 
trade commitments, U.S. 
exports to China will move 
higher, but exports to the 
rest of the world appear set 
for stiff competition out of 
South America. The opti-
mistic outlook for soybean 
exports is dependent on 
the Chinese market and is 
key to lower ending stocks 
next marketing year.”  

Consumption projec-
tions reflect expectations 
of continued demand 
growth both domestically 
and in foreign markets. 

“At present, substantial 
demand growth for soy-
beans remains dependent 
on an economic recovery 
that appears slower than 
many would like. The un-
certainty around growth 
prospects appears set to 
stay in place for some time 
and soybean prices will 
reflect this reality,” Hubbs 
said. 

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

NOW HIRING - AeroGen-TEK
AeroGen-TEK, a leading provider 
of highly complex combustion 
components for aerospace 
and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team 
members to fill roles in the 
following areas: Fabrication, Final 
Assembly, Spinning, Engineering, 
NDT/Xray Level II, Machining, 
Lasers, Programming, and Many 
More... To inquire about or apply 
for a position:
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main 
St, Paris, IL; Email your resume to 
HR@aerogentek.com; or
 Call us at 217-465-6549

GSI/AGCO CORP - NOW HIRING 
IN PARIS, IL
As a global leader and 
essential business in the design, 
manufacture and distribution 
of agricultural solutions, AGCO 
delivers effective, high-tech 
solutions for those working to 
feed the world’s population, 
from planting to storage and 
everything in between. 
GROW WITH US
Several full time positions with 
benefits are now open. CURRENT 
ROLES ON MULTIPLE SHIFTS: 
BRAKE PRESS OPERATOR AND 
ASSEMBLER
Search all positions and apply 
online:careersagcocorp.com

Help wanted-  Need some 
extra income? I’m looking for a 
handyman to do small repairs 
inside. Call 217-466-0220.

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  

Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

FOR RENT- 708 E Wood St
Clean 2BR, off street parking, 
appliances, water, and cable 
included. Greaat for the retired, 
no pets. $540/mo 217-465-5150

For Sale: 2002 HD Sportster 883. 
Mileage unknown
Call Dave Brown 217-808-1015

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
 We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

Eastern Illinois University, Eastern 
Illinois Teachers College, Eastern 
Illinois Normal 
LAPEL PINS. Vintage, new, 
athletic, academic, logos, etc.  
Email zdsamples@gmail.com or 
call 217-358-3732

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH  JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS EDGAR
COUNTY, PARIS, ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

FILED 5/4/2020 10:16AM
Anglea Barrett Circuit Clerk

5th Judical Circuit Edgar County
CLAIMANTS,

FIRST FARMERS BANK & TRUST,  
Plaintiff,  v. Case No. 2020CH
Defendants, JAMES R. PING, II, 
KRISTEN E. PING, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD

The requisite affidavit for publi-
cation having been filed, notice 
is hereby given to: UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, in the above-entitled 
cause of action, that a Complaint 
for Foreclosure and Other Relief 
has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
by said Plaintiff against you and 
other defendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of certain mortgages 
conveying the premises legally 
described as follows:
The West Half of Lot No. 31 of 
Washington Alexander’s Second 
Addition to the Town, now City of 
Paris, EXCEPT the West 5 feet of 
even width thereof. Together with 
the benefits of, and subject to the 
restrictions of, those certain cov-
enants running with the land set 
out in that certain deed recorded 
in Volume 225 of Deeds, Page 162 
of the Recorder’s Office in and for 
Edgar County, Illinois.
Common Address: 117 East 
Washington Street, Paris, Illinois 
61944. Tax Identification No.: 
09-18-01-401-043.
And which mortgage was made 
by James R. Ping, II and Kristen 
E. Ping and given to First Farmers 
Bank & Trust, formerly known as 
The Citizens National Bank of 
Paris as Mortgagee; to-wit: That 
certain Mortgage dated May 
28, 2010 and recorded in Edgar 
County, IL on June 1, 2010 as 
Document No. 201000001102, 
that Summons was duly issued 
out of said court against you as 
provided by law, and that the said 
Complaint is now pending for 
foreclosure of said mortgages and 
for other relief. Now, therefore, 
unless you, James R. Ping, II, 
Kristen E. Ping, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants file 
your Appearance and Answer 
to the Complaint in said action 
in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois (Chancery Division), on or 
before the 22nd day of June, 2020, 
default may beventered against 
you at any time after that day and 
a judgment entered in accordance 

with the prayer for relief in said 
Complaint.

Prepared by: Laura A. O’Donnell 
Bayliff, Harrigan, Cord, Maugans, 
& Cox, P.C. P.O. Box 2249, Kokomo, 
IN 46904-2249
Ph. (765) 459-3941
ANY

NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that Paris CUSD #4 will receive 
proposals for Property, General 
Liability, Crime, Inland Marine, 
Auto, Umbrella, School Board 
Legal Liability (SBLL), and Cyber 
Liability insurance coverage. 
Proposal specifications may 
be obtained upon request from 
Bushue HR, Inc., P.O. Box 89, 
Effingham, IL 62401. Phone 
(217)342-3046. Please reference 
code YOU620 when calling. All 
proposals are to be received 
by Paris CUSD #4 at 15601 US 
Hwy 150, Paris IL 61944-0160 on 
or before 2:00 p.m., August 11, 
2020; and will be opened at time 
specified.

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of The 

Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of
Elsie C. Allen, Deceased.              

  No. 2020-P-17
  

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
ELSIE C. ALLEN, of Ridge Farm, 
Illinois, who died on April 23, 2020. 
Letters of Office as Independent 
Executor were issued on May 
7, 2020 to MARK J. ALLEN, 515 
Meadowglen Drive, Duncanville, 
Texas 75137 whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Illinois, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before November 16, 2020 
and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Mark J. Allen, 
Independent Executor

By: E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 
COUNTY, PARIS, ILLINOIS 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OFANNE JONES JOHNSON, 

Deceased 

No. 2020-P-19

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of ANNE JONES JOHNSON 
of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued to 
Laura A. Johnson of 610 Kenton 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, whose 
attorney is Janet L. Grove of 
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC, P.O. Box 1425, Mattoon, IL 
61938.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the Independent 
Executor, or both, on or before 
November 16, 2020, or if mailing 
or delivery of notice from the 
representative is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act, 
the date stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
Independent Executor and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

 Dated: May 23, 2020

Janet L. Grove
Attorney for Representative
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC 1400 Charleston Ave., Suite 
200
P.O. Box 1425
Mattoon, IL 61938
Tel: 217-234-7123
Email: staff@agwLawOffice.com

Laura A. Johnson Independent 
Executor
ARDC No. 6191643

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PARIS, EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF ZOE 
JANE COX,  A Minor Child 
VICKIE R. COX, Petitioner  ZOE 
JANE COX, A Minor Child, and 
KAYCEE COX,  The Biological 

Mother, and ALL WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN,  Respondents. 
ADOPTION NOTICE TO: ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was 
filed in the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Illinois, for the adoption of 
a child named Zoe Jane Cox.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
file an answer to the Petition in 
the action or otherwise file your 
appearance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, in the City of Paris, Illinois, 
on or before July 7, 2020 at 11:00 
a.m., a default may be entered 
against you at any time after that 
day and time and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.
DATED: May 12 , 2020
FILED 5/12/2020 9:21 AM 
Angela R Barrett Circuit Clerk, 5th 
Judicial Circuit Edgar County
  ANDREW W. HALL
 BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C.
 508 South Broadway
Urbana, IL 61801
(217) 328-0263
(217) 328-0290 FAX andrew.hall@
beckettlawpc.com 
ARDC No. 6320733

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Paris 
Community Unit District No. 4, 
Edgar County, Paris, Illinios is ac-
cepting bids for bread and bread 
products, milk, yogurt, and other 
dairy products, for the 2020-2021 
school year. Bids must be received 
by 10:00AM, June 4, 2020 in the 
office of the Superintendent, 
15601 U.S. HWY 150, Paris, IL 
61944. For further information 
please contact the District Office 
at (217) 465-5391.

 Board of Education
Community Unit School Dist. #4

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on May 19, 2020 a certificate was 
file in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:

BROUILLETTS CREEK RANCH

Located at: 15250 Grapevine Rd, 
Chrisman, IL 61924

Owner(s):  Audrey Inboden & 
Dylan Craig

Dated:  May 19 2020

August H Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

Request for Statement of 
Interest (SOI)

Preliminary Architectural 
Engineering Services for the 

Edgar County Courthouse 
Improvement Project

The Edgar County Board is seek-
ing professional services from a 
qualified architectural firm(s) to 
provide Preliminary Engineering 
for a Courthouse Improvement 

Project.

Interested firms should contact 
Mr. Joshua Knight jknight@edgar-
countyhighway.org or by phone at 
(217) 465-4139 to receive a copy 
of the Request for Statement of 
Interest (SOI) and a Preliminary 
Scope of Services.

The County anticipates starting 
the A/E immediately after 
selection with an anticipated con-
struction letting as early as the fall 
of 2020.

A Statement of Interest must be 
submitted VIA EMAIL no later 
than 4:00 P.M. on Friday, June 
5, 2020.

STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 
COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF

JAMES H. GRIFFIN

Case No. 2020-P-20
Deceased

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
JAMES H. GRIFFIN, of Paris, 
Illinois. Letters of office were 
issued on May 19, 2020, to 
VIRGINIA STOEBER, of 5 Jill Court, 
Bloomington, IL 61701, whose 
attorney is RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N Central, PO Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944.
     Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before November 
30, 2020, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 

it is filed.
Dated: May 20, 2020.

 VIRGINIA STOEBER
 Representative

 By: RICHARD L. JAMES
 Attorney

#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529
rlj@rjameslaw.com

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 
COUNTY   PARIS, ILLINOIS 

      ESTATE OF  MARY JO FISER, 
 Deceased

No. 2020-P-21

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death 
of MARY JO FISER.  Letters of 
Office were issued on May 21, 
2020 to JOHN P. MORRISON, 
7613 CERVANTES COURT, 
SPRINGIELD, VA 22153, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 N. 
Central Ave., Paris, IL  61944. 

Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the Representative, 
or both, within six months from 
the date of first publication 
of this Notice, or if applicable, 
within three (3) months from the 
date of the mailing or delivery 
of this notice, whichever is later, 
and any claim not filed within 
the applicable period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 

JOHN P. MORRISON, 
Independent Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. Kash, 
Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. 
Paris, IL  61944 
Phone:  217/ 465-4196 
FAX:  217/ 466-1213
Email:  service@fgklaw.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

John and Jane Cheesewright of Dana, IN. 
Downsizing Auction Part Four

ONLINE ONLY
AUCTION EXTENDED!

Ends on May 26th, 
(the day after Labor Day)

Turn those 
unwanted 
items into 

cash.
Sell them 

in the 
Classifieds!
They may be 
just the thing 

someone
else is

looking for.

bookkeeper@prairiepress.net
101 N. Central Ave., Paris • 217-921-3216

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216

In print. Online. On-the-go.In print. Online. On-the-go.
Just the way you like it.

EXPECT
MORE,

GET  
MORE

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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• Seeds & Bulbs  • Trees & Shrubs  • Lawn & Plant Care  
• Insect & Pest Control  • Raised Garden Beds

• Greenhouses  • Pots, Planters & Hanging Baskets   
• Watering & Irrigation  • Garden & Landscaping Tools

AND MUCH MORE!

Shop now at 

READY, SET,

GROW!

Open Monday–Saturday 6am-9pm, Sunday 8am-8pm

GARDEN CENTER

 

Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

BIG SAVINGS!

USED CAR
SALE!

2011 Toyota
Camry

Was $10,995 Now 
$9,954

#C19063B

1-Owner!

2016 Chevrolet
Malibu

Was $15,995 Now 
$14,875#X19161

Was $10,995 Now 
$9,053

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country

#X20023A1

Local Trade!

Was $11,995 Now 
$10,246

2015 Honda
Accord

#G20172C

Very Nice!

Was $11,995 Now 
$10,314

2013 Chevrolet
Equinox

#B20233A

Just Arrived!

Gas-Saver!

4x4!

1998 Dodge
Dakota

Was $4,995 Now 
$3,985

#B20214C

5.4L, V8!

2003 Ford
F-150

Was $6,995 Now 
$5,977#X20020A

Local Trade!

2003 Ford
Econoline Conversion Van

Was $6,995 Now 
$5,985

#G20167D

2012 GMC
Acadia

Was $8,995 Now 
$7,938

#X19213A

3rd Row!

2008 BMW
750LI

Was $10,995 Now 
$9,766

#C20202B

Original MSRP
of $79,900

Call today about a 
3 month subscription!
217-921-3216

$19.99*

for 3 months

*For new subscribers ONLY

Count on the The Prairie Press to Count on the The Prairie Press to 
provide you the latest information provide you the latest information 
on COVID-19, our schools and East on COVID-19, our schools and East 
Central IllinoisCentral Illinois

101 N. Central  Paris, IL • 217-921-3216
Paris Beacon-news

Don’tget left
dark

in the

or take advantage of our 6 months & 1 year subscriptions
6-Month Subscription

EDGAR CO. ONLY   $32.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.   $42.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

 

1-year Subscription

DIGITAL ONLY           $34.99  (1-year Subscription)

COUNTY BOARD: Employees get paid leave in crisis. 8A

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 2020

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 

2A

Classified 
9B

Grace 

5B 

History 

3B

Obituaries  
5A

Opinion 

6A

Sports 
9-10A

H 74 L 50
Warm and stormy today. 2A

To share a news tip, request  

an extra copy or to advertise,  

call 217-921-3216 or email  

nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

Namibia — a land 

unlike any other

Bird sightings 

ring in spring

Tips to protect 

mental health

Churches adapt 

to distancing

Beatrix Potter 

comes to life

SPRING BALL 

SEASONS

SLIP AWAY

Latest news, 

online extras

Gary Henry and his family, 

ride, kayak and eat their 

way around a dazzling 

landscape of extremes.

The Purple Martin’s return 

migration north is a 

harbinger of spring; early 

birds sighted in Tamaroa. 

NEWS, 8B

COVID-19 has led to 

massive disruptions of 

work and family life — here 

are ways to take control of 

stress. 

NEWS, 3A

Edgar County churches 

reach their congregations 

online after shelter-in-

place order takes effect.  

GRACE, 5B

Actress Debra Ann Miller 

performs at the Paris 

Library in the role of 

beloved British author.   

HISTORY, 3B

The spring high school 

softball and baseball 

seasons are slipping away, 

thanks to the COVID-19 

virus.   SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Emer-

gency Operations Center 

(EOC) was activated at 9:52 

a.m. Friday, March 27.

Jill Taylor, coordinator for 

the Edgar County Emergency 

Services and Disaster Agency 

(ESDA), said the activation 

was requested by Horizon 

Health because the hospital is 

running low on Personal Pro-

tective Equipment (PPE), and 

the activation does two things 

that may help the situation.

Activation created a public 

call to any businesses and in-

dustries around Edgar Coun-

ty that use PPE as part of the 

manufacturing process to 

donate what they can spare to 

help the medical community. 

Taylor stressed this action is 

not being taken because of an 

active case of COVID-19 in 

the county, but because PPE 

supplies are running critically 

low in Edgar County.

“As of today, we have no 

confirmed cases,” Taylor said 

Friday morning. “There have 

been 11 tests submitted from 

Edgar County — nine were 

negative and two are pending 

results.”
The second thing activating 

the EOC does is better posi-

tion the county for receiving 

supplies as distributed by state 

agencies. 
Taylor said with 

COVID-19 affecting the en-

tire country, PPE is getting 

hard to find, and the state will 

not have any to distribute un-

til Monday. Priority is given 

to counties with confirmed 

cases in hopes of stopping 

the spread. Moving the EOC 

to Level 2 status means lo-

cal emergency personnel are 

supporting the response to a 

potentially evolving incident 

and may help in the effort to 

obtain PPE.
“Since we don’t have an ac-

tive case, we are so far down 

on the totem pole it is hard to 

get supplies,” said Taylor. “It is 

going to counties that are al-

ready infected.”

Here is what is needed, and 

all PPE must be new in the 

original packaging to guaran-

tee sterility:
N95 masks

Surgical masks

Tyvek suits

Gloves
Goggles
All items will be distribut-

ed to nursing homes in Edgar 

County and Horizon Health 

as needed.
Collection started Friday 

morning and went until 4 

p.m. with donations dropped 

off at the Paris Fire Training 

Center, 11200 Cherry Point 

Road. Donations will still 

be accepted 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Monday through Friday next 

week. Drop off times must be 

scheduled by contacting ei-

ther Taylor at the ESDA office 

217-466-3180 or contacting 

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates at 

217-466-5670.

Later on Friday, the Il-

linois Nurses Association 

announced 12 registered 

nurses from the University 

of Illinois Hospital in Chi-

cago have tested positive for 

COVID-19. The INA press 

release stated the nurses 

worked in a COVID care 

unit and often did not have 

access to PPE. 

ESDA activated in county

Hospital running low on Personal Protective Equipment; still no confirmed COVID-19

CRAFTY SOLUTION TO MASK SHORTAGE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Kathy Jo Drake of Paris explains how she constructed a mask for the sewing project now underway in Edgar County 

to support healthcare workers, the elderly and nursing home residents. Drake ran out of ¼ inch elastic and began 

using cross grain ribbon that must be tied by those wearing the mask over the N95 surgical mask. It takes 60 inches 

— five feet — of ¼ inch ribbon to complete a mask.

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Local seamstresses are providing 

Edgar County with much-need-

ed masks to help extend the life 

of medical N95 surgical/medical 

masks during the COVID-19 pan-

demic — and the help couldn’t 

come at a better time.

Horizon Health began accepting 

the hand-sewn masks Friday, March 

27. About a dozen local residents 

are producing the 100 percent cot-

ton masks. 
The group was created after re-

tired Edgar County farmer Kim 

Brown and seamstresses Brenda 

Wright and Kathy J. Drake put their 

heads together about the possibility 

of making the masks.

The project hasn’t been with-

out its challenges, Wright noted. 

The first pattern which was widely 

shared on the Internet and social 

media sites really didn’t work well.

Drake agreed and each came up 

with a pattern that worked for them 

and those who joined to help.

Brown said all of the women 

involved in the project — especially 

Wright and Drake — have been 

Seamstresses make masks

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brenda Wright demonstrates how the hand-sewn masks being created by 

local seamstresses fit over the N95 surgical mask used by healthcare per-

sonnel at Horizon Health. More than 289 masks have been constructed and 

donated to nursing homes, assisted living centers and now the local hospital 

and clinic by about a dozen Edgar County seamstresses.

See MASKS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 

and Crestwood Unit 4 students 

may not be in school because of the 

COVID-19 virus, but both districts 

are working hard to make sure their 

students are safe, have food and are 

learning.
Not only are children being fed, 

on Friday morning, Paris 95 dis-

tributed 150 Chromebooks on 

a first-come, first-served basis to 

families who don’t have a laptop or 

desktop computer at home.

“Some of our students are trying 

to do homework on smartphones,” 

district superintendent Jeremy Lar-

son said.
The Chromebooks were handed 

out one per car at Memorial School 

— and were gone in a matter of 

minutes, Larson said. Cars began 

lining up at 7:30 a.m. Friday ahead 

of the scheduled 9 a.m. start time 

for distribution. 

The handouts began early be-

cause of the long line of cars.

In addition to the distribution of 

Chromebooks, Paris 95 is installing 

10 hot spots providing free wireless 

service throughout the communi-

ty. The hot spots are only in the city 

of Paris.
The hot spots, which are expect-

ed to be launched Monday, March 

30, will help support individual ac-

cess to the Internet. Once school is 

back in session, the hot spots will 

be discontinued, Larson noted.

“It’s a temporary solution but 

we feel strongly that it needs to be 

done,” Larson said. 

Work on the hot spots is under 

the direction of Paris 95 network 

supervisor Nathan Bell.

Larson said it is increasingly un-

likely schools will reopen on April 

18 — especially because the Chi-

cago Public Schools are out until 

April 30.
School superintendents 

throughout Illinois have been dis-

cussing the possibility of a return 

to the classrooms and what may be 

ahead.
“If the schools reopen and then 

Schools 
distributing 

laptops and 

free meals

See PARIS 95, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

COVID-19 updates seem 

to come hourly and as this 

global pandemic continues 

to evolve, Horizon Health 

is continuously evaluating 

its operations to follow the 

guidelines of professional 

societies and industry stan-

dards. 
That requires finding a 

working balance between 

keeping our communities 

safe and honoring the gov-

ernment orders of social 

distancing and shelter-in-

place, while still providing 

all the necessary care for our 

patients.

Horizon Health im-

plemented the following 

changes Friday, March 27. 

A portion of the Ack-

lin-Shackelford Clinic at 

Paris is being dedicated to 

a Respiratory Care Center. 

This clinic is appropriate 

for patients who have acute 

respiratory symptoms that 

could be consistent with 

COVID-19, influenza or 

related diseases. Such symp-

toms include fever, cough, 

tiredness and difficulty 

breathing. The clinic hours 

are 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday and a 

phone call prior to arrival is 

required to gain access and 

to be given specific instruc-

tions before entering the 

building. The number to call 

is 217-466-4833.

A COVID-19 symptom 

checker can be found at My-

HorizonHealth.org/coro-

navirus. It is a great place to 

start, should a person think 

they may be experiencing 

symptoms. 
More emphasis is be-

ing placed on telemedi-

cine. Many of the Horizon 

Health providers are offer-

ing telemedicine visits. Call 

217-465-8411 to arrange a 

telemedicine consultation. 

Visits can be conducted 

through a smartphone or 

computer/tablet with Inter-

net access. Like traditional 

office calls, these visits are 

scheduled in advance and 

billed through insurance. 

In an effort to keep ev-

eryone in good health, the 

Paris, Chrisman and Oak-

land clinics are dedicating 

hours of operation for well  

visits and separate hours of 

operation for sick visits. All 

patients will continue to be 

screened for symptoms of 

COVID-19, and a conver-

sation with staff will deter-

mine which visit is right for 

a patient’s needs. 

Staff will conduct well vis-

its between 8:30 and 11:30 

a.m. with sick visits between 

1:30 and 5 p.m. 

The Patient Portal is al-

ways a good option to han-

dle some issues without 

a need to visit the clinic. 

Through the portal, patients 

can ask providers a question, 

request a prescription refill, 

reschedule an appointment 

and more. Visit MyHorizon-

Health.org/PatientPortal to 

learn more. 
Visitor restrictions and 

limited access rules remain 

in place. No visitors are 

permitted on the inpatient 

unit. Exceptions will be 

made for end-of-life visits. 

Horizon Health announces operational changes

See HOSPITAL, Page 8A
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CAN YOU SEE IT? 
NO CLOSING COSTS
ON NEW HELOC’S

Now through April 30th, apply 
for a Home Equity Line of Credit
and enjoy NO closing costs!

OUR VISION:

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. 
Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a 
borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the 
cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation 

and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, 
application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real 

estate related expenses.

MEMBER FDIC & EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

APPLY ONLINE
BANKPROSPECT.COM

  
It is with deep regret that we are postponing 

Dancing with the Stars this year.  After five years, 
this has become the social event of the season but 

due to the impact of Covid 19, we do not want to 
endanger any of our most valued participants.

We plan to resume this event next year when we 
can once again celebrate books for children. Things 
have changed but enrolled children living in Edgar 
County are still receiving books in the mail. It is a 
true joy for a child confined to home to get these 

books with their name on it. 

Continuing the Dolly Parton Library costs at least 
$25.00+ per year per child. Without Dancing with 

the Stars this year, Altrusa International, Inc. of 
Paris urges everyone who has been a past 

supporter to continue the tradition. 
  Contributions can be made via a check to HRC/    
  DPIL and sent to P.O.Box 1118, Paris, IL. Please      
  put DPIL/DWTS in the memo.

Thank you!Thank you!

Dear Friends of the Dear Friends of the 

Dolly Parton Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library,

If you have a child under 
the age of five who is not 
currently enrolled and is 

living in Edgar County, please 
enroll them on line 

by going to 
imaginationlibrary.com.

 It takes about eight weeks to 
receive your first book.

We love our

volunteers!

Happy National 
Volunteer Week 

April 19-25

        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVS-A181

Perfect for Mother’s Day! Mention Promo Code SPG20.

Special Offer FREE Shipping! 
Spring Basket Box 

ONLY

$2999*

+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 
Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 
Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is now op-
erating under the new Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) priorities for 
testing patients with suspected 
COVID-19 virus, Erin Frank, 
communications director at 
Horizon Health confirmed this 
week.

“We have expanded our test-
ing guidelines to the CDC’s 
Level 3 Priority, which means 
anyone exhibiting symptoms 
can be tested with a provider 
order,” Frank confirmed.

Frank emphasized, however, 
“that testing is not the end-all, 
be-all for determining illness or 
the potential for spreading the 
disease.”

In some instances, 
COVID-19 testing can provide 
a false negative. This means a 
person can have the disease 
and infect someone despite a 
negative test. 

According to the newest 
CDC test levels information 
provided by Horizon Health, 
the COVID-19 symptoms for 
the virus have not changed 
— fever, cough, shortness of 
breath.

The testing priorities are di-
vided into three areas, accord-
ing to the CDC information. 

Priority 1 ensures the opti-
mal care for all hospitalized pa-
tients, lessens the risk to health-
care-associated infections and 
maintains the integrity of the 
U.S. healthcare systems. Pri-
ority 1 testing individuals are 
those who are hospitalized or 
healthcare facility workers with 
symptoms.

Priority 2 are those at the 
highest risk of complication of 
infection and are rapidly iden-
tified and appropriately tri-
aged. These individuals include 
patients in long-term care facil-
ities with symptoms as well as 
those who are 65 years or older 
with symptoms. Patients with 
underlying conditions with 
symptoms and first responders 

with symptoms are also includ-
ed in the Priority 2 testing as 
provided by the CDC.

Priority 3 testing follows 
as resources allow for testing 
individuals in the surround-
ing communities of rapidly 
increasing hospital cases to 
decrease community spread 
and ensure the health of essen-
tial workers. These individuals 
include critical infrastructure 
workers with symptoms as 
well as individuals who do not 
meet the Priority 1 or Priority 
2 testing guidelines but exhib-
it symptoms. This category 
also includes health facility 
workers and first responders 
as well as individuals with mild 
symptoms in communities 
experiencing high numbers of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Non-priority are individuals 
without symptoms, according 
to the CDC.

As has been the case from 
the beginning of the pandemic, 
those who test positive for the 
virus — unless they require 
hospitalization for help with 
breathing — are sent home 

to self-quarantine, Frank said. 
There is no treatment for the 
virus.

Experts have also empha-
sized there is only a 70% sensi-
tivity to the test. Frank said that 
means if 1,000 people are test-
ed, 300 are expected to present 
a false negative. The other issue 
is the viral load in a patient 
might not be high enough to 
present a positive test, especial-
ly if the patient is tested as the 
symptoms are just beginning.

As of Friday, April 24, there 
were no positive cases in Ed-
gar County — one of only six 
counties in Illinois — experts 
have indicated it is irrational to 
think the virus is not or has not 
been here.

Horizon Health has strict-
ly followed the CDC testing 
protocols from the beginning, 
Frank said. One of the prob-
lems is the limited number of 
the swabs the hospital had in 
stock for testing. The supply 
has improved, she said, and to 
date, the total number of Edgar 
County residents tested is 69 
with 68 negative results. One 

result is pending.
The outpatient surgical area 

at Horizon Health has been 
transformed into a COVID-19 
isolation area, Frank said. The 
area is not in use, she empha-
sized, but available if a positive 
case is identified.

“We understand testing re-
lated to COVID-19 continues 
to be frustrating,” she said. “It’s 
frustrating for us, too.”

On Monday, April 20, Hori-
zon Health began curbside 
testing and visits both for clinic 
and lab services. The curbside 
testing is in addition to the tele-
medicine appointments which 
have steadily been adopted by 
our providers over the past few 
weeks, Frank said. (See story, 
this page.)

Frank said the CDC contin-
ues to urge the public to wear 
a cloth face covering or mask 
in public settings where social 
distancing can be difficult to 
maintain. Masks should be 
worn when:
Shopping at essential busi-

nesses, like grocery stores or 
pharmacies
Picking up food from 

the drive-through or curbside 
pickup
While visiting a health 

care provider
Traveling on public trans-

portation
Interacting with custom-

ers, clients, or coworkers at es-
sential businesses
When feeling sick, cough-

ing, or sneezing
The mask must fit snugly but 

comfortably against the side of 
the face, be secured with ties or 
ear loops, include multiple lay-
ers of fabric and be able to be 
laundered and machine dried 
without damage or change to 
shape.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced 
Thursday, April 22, masks 
must be worn in public settings 
by everyone ages two and older 
beginning May 1, where social 
distancing is not possible or 
difficult. 

Horizon Health has new testing priorities

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health started of-
fering curbside services April 
20.

The outpatient lab, as well 
as the Paris Clinic are still 
open for usual in-person vis-
its. Curbside options and 
telemedicine are meant to 
supplement the traditional 
processes, rather than replace 
them. 

Clinic visits, regardless of 
type, continue to be avail-
able by calling 217-465-8411. 
When scheduling, the provid-
er’s office will work with call-
ers to determine which type 
of visit is appropriate. The 
options are:
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — All pa-
tients must enter through the 
screening tent on the ER side 
of the building. Well visits are 
available from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. each day. Sick visits are 
scheduled from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
The Respiratory Care Clin-
ic remains open for patients 

exhibiting symptoms of flu, 
COVID-19 or other respira-
tory illness.
Telemedicine — Patients 

opting to participate in tele-
medicine can see their pro-
viders from the comfort of 
their own homes. Like in-per-
son visits, such appointments 
are scheduled in advance. The 
app used for the visit must be 
downloaded prior to the ap-
pointment. At the designated 
appointment time, the pa-
tient will click a link from an 
email and the visit will begin. 
Patients need a smartphone, 
tablet or computer with vid-
eo capabilities and Internet 
access.
Clinic curbside visits — 

Patients scheduled for a curb-
side appointment will enter 
the Paris campus on the clinic 
side and use one of the three 
designated parking spots in 
the handicap section of the 
clinic lot. Signs will direct 
the patient to call the clinic 
to make staff aware of arrival 
and location. Registration is 

completed over the phone, 
and the provider’s team is 
notified a patient is ready to 
be seen. Providers wearing 
appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment will meet pa-
tients at their vehicles. If the 
provider orders lab work, the 
patient will be directed to the 
curbside lab area. In cases of 
inclement weather, appoint-
ments may be rescheduled.
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — The out-
patient lab remains open as 
usual. Patients coming in for 
lab work must enter through 
the screening tent on the 
ER side of the building. Lab 
hours are Monday through 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 7 a.m. to noon.
Lab curbside visits by ap-

pointment — Patients choos-
ing to utilize the lab’s curb-
side services should make 
an appointment by calling 
217-466-4574. This service 
is available Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
for patients age 10 and older. 

Curbside service available at hospital REUSE
the news

pretty solidly fixed in the day: 
work, school, sleep and, in 
some families, meals and meal 
preparation. 

The problem is, we keep 
adding to the anything else, 
leaving less and less time and 
energy available for God. 
Some carve out an hour 
or so on Sunday morning, 
or a weekend evening for a 
worship gathering, though 
for many that falls prey fairly 
often to anything else that 
comes up. 

If a relationship with God, 

if developing spiritually, is 
important, then leftovers will 
not do. We will need to find 
some time (or times) that are 
essentially immovable in our 
calendars for this relationship. 
If we do not, leftovers are all 
it will get, and while leftovers 
will keep us alive and even be 
enjoyable, surely so important 
a guest deserves better. 

(John Youngblood is pastor 
of New Beginnings Church at 
Paris. Email him at yblood-
john@gmail.com or leave a 
message at (217) 463-3964. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provided 
weekly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 1B

Those were the good old 
days. Every town had a lovers’ 
lane. They weren’t depicted 
on a map, but smoochers 
knew where to find them, 
usually along a street at city’s 
edge, maybe an oil lease 
road nearby or maybe a large 
parking lot. Here young 
lovers learned the fine arts of 
kissing.  

Of course, when married 
you can kiss the bride in pri-

vacy as long and often as you 
wish. It’s like having an official 
license.

Lots of songs mention kiss-
ing. One I recall from 1947 or 
thereabouts is “Candy Kisses,” 
so named for a sugary candy 
wrap. The singer laments that 
his girlfriend doesn’t show 
much romantic interest.

“Candy kisses, wrapped in 
paper

Mean more to you, dear, 
than any of mine.

Candy kisses, wrapped in 
paper,

You’d rather have them any 
old time.”

These thoughts remind 
me of a couple in Paris who 
have been married for near 
50 years. I first met them in 
1970 when they were young 
parents. We attended church 
together. Today, they are 
great-grandparents with a 
wonderful family.

This admirable couple 
recently shared some love se-
crets with me. Ever since their 
marriage, they’ve showed 
appreciation for each other 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

multiple times each day by 
exchanging little peck kisses. 
Whenever one performed a 
favor for the other, such as 
fixing a meal, feeding the fam-
ily pet, carrying in groceries, 
fetching shoes, etc., the other 
planted a brief little peck kiss 
to show thanks as a symbol of 
love. It’s a trait more couples 
should perform.

Well, unfortunately, age 
creeps up on people. We all 
have to live with it. 

The husband takes medica-
tions for rheumatoid arthritis 
in the lower back. He also 
recently had a surgical hip re-
placement. The wife has had 
arthroscopic knee surgery 
and often walks with a cane.  

Last month she fixed him 
a nice lunch. He came in 
from outside, having mowed 
part of the yard. They held 
hands at the table sitting 
across from each other, said 
the blessing and enjoyed the 
tasty lunch. When he rose 
to his feet after finishing, she 
rose likewise across the table. 

He leaned forward to peck 
a kiss. She leaned close to 
receive the kiss, but some-
how the combination of her 
squiggly knee and his aching 
back and tottery hip caused 
a complete miss. Their faces 
didn’t connect, which caused 
him to stumble and grab the 
table to prevent a fall.  

They giggled, rebalanced 
and tried a second time. His 
lips met her nose. Her lips 
connected below his chin.  
They tried a third time and 
failed again. This time they 
sat back in their chairs and 
simply laughed at themselves.  

They soon developed a 
new technique. Rise from the 
table slowly, carefully walk 
halfway around the table, 
meet with hands on each 
other’s shoulders, and then 
peck the kiss the same old- 
fashioned way as always.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Spring is in full swing, and 
with this fresh new season 
comes the chance to spiff up 
the home. Whether one is 
looking for ways to improve a 
home’s curb appeal, inspiration 
to start spring cleaning or a lit-
tle direction on seasonal home 
maintenance projects, these 
five projects will help a home-
owner spring into summer on 
the right foot.

1. Repaint the front door. As 
the yard fills with bright tulips, 
daisies and daffodils, consider 
adding a pop of color to the 
front door to match. This quick 
project can go a long way in 
boosting curb appeal and mak-
ing a home stand out from the 
others in the neighborhood. 
It’s best to complete this proj-
ect over a few warm, dry days 
to make sure the paint adheres 
and dries correctly. Talk to a 
painting pro to get the best re-
sult.

2. Wrap up spring clean-
ing. It’s not too late to finish 
those spring cleaning projects. 
Whether purging old clothes 
from the back of the closet, 
wiping down the refrigerator 
(and the coils in back) or doing 
a deep clean of the baseboards, 
blinds and ceiling fans, a good 
spring clean will get the home 
shipshape. Be sure to give the 
home’s exterior some TLC as 
well. A power-washing pro can 
help shine things up and ditch 
grime on the driveway, patio, 
porch and siding.

3. Upgrade the landscaping. 

5 home projects to help 
spring into summer

Now’s a great time to clean 
up the yard and start cre-
ating an outdoor space the 
family can enjoy. Whether 
choosing to plant a few new 
trees or completely over-
hauling the landscaping, 
it’s a good idea to talk to a 
professional to make sure 
the project goes smoothly. If 
one is not ready to commit 
to a huge change, try start-
ing small with a container 
garden — or make a few im-
provements by fixing slopes, 
reviving dead grass and 
trimming overgrown shrubs 
and bushes.

4. Fix up the fence. An 
old, damaged or unattractive 
fence is not an effective 
(or appealing) barrier for a 
home. If the fence is looking 
a little worse for wear, take 
the opportunity to give it an 
upgrade this spring. A fenc-
ing pro can help choose the 
best option for each space. 
Some popular fencing ma-
terials include cedar, vinyl, 
composite and aluminum. 
If one is happy with the style 
of the current fence, restain-
ing or resealing it can make it 
look like new.

5. Repair the driveway. 
Take a look at the driveway 
to see if it needs any repairs. 
If one lives in a colder cli-
mate, freezing and thawing 
cycles can cause cracking 
and damage to concrete and 
asphalt driveways, so it’s im-
portant to check for damage. 
in. Damaged pavement can 
create issues with drainage. 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Home-preserving of food 
is an efficient means for stor-
ing away weeks of food for the 
family.

The University of Illinois is 
offering a series of free, online 
workshops about safe and easy 
ways to preserve food. Exten-
sion educators will show the 
latest techniques for canning, 
freezing, dehydrating and fer-
menting a variety of foods safe-
ly at home.

Each training starts at 1 p.m. 
Wednesdays, beginning June 
3 and running through July 
22. The trainings are free, but 
space is limited and advance 
registration at go.illinois.edu/
FillYourPantry is required.

Topics in the series include:

JUNE 3: CANNING FOODS
This webinar provides up-

to-date information on can-
ning and answers common 
questions like: What is the 
difference between pressure 
canning and water bath can-
ning? What equipment do I 
need? What recipes are safe to 
use? Both beginners and ex-
perienced canners will benefit 
from this workshop.

JUNE 10: FREEZING FOODS
Freezing foods at home is 

simple and requires equip-
ment that is likely already in 
the kitchen. For the best qual-
ity frozen fruits and vegetables, 
it is not enough to simply put 
foods in the freezer. This webi-
nar covers which foods freeze 
well, why blanching improves 

frozen food quality, the process 
of freezing at home and more.

JUNE 24: FERMENTING FOODS 
Fermentation is growing in 

popularity as a way to create 
foods and drinks with probiotic 
properties for healthy gut mi-
crobes and as a method of home 
food preservation. Presenters 
in this webinar cover the funda-
mentals and benefits of lacto-fer-
mentation and show how to 
safely ferment at home. Fermen-
tation is an easy and economical 
way to preserve food with added 
health benefits.

JUNE 24: DRYING FOODS
Dried foods make tasty, 

compact snacks. From jerky 
to dried fruit, dehydrating at 
home is easy to do. In this we-
binar, learn about up-to-date 
drying methods and equip-
ment, ways to test for sufficient 
drying and ways to use dried 
foods in recipes.

JULY 1: MAKING JAMS & 
JELLIES

Make a sweet spread, such 
as jams and jellies, at home 
with berries and other fruits. 
Though sweet spreads are a 
popular home canned item, it 
is important to follow up-to-
date canning processes and use 
appropriate equipment. Join in 
this webinar to learn step-by-
step how to can jams and jellies 
at home, as well as trouble-
shooting challenges that may 
arise, such as unset jellies.

JULY 8: PICKLING FOODS
Pickling is an ancient form 

of food preservation that in-
volves the process of preserv-
ing or extending the shelf life 
of food by either anaerobic 
fermentation in brine or im-
mersion in vinegar. Join the 
webinar and learn the basic 
pickling methods using the 
latest scientific methods to en-
sure food safety.

JULY 15: PRESERVING APPLES
Illinois is blessed with great 

apple orchards. Participants in 
the webinar will learn about 
the varieties of apples along 
with preservation methods. 
Discussion topics include 
juicing, freezing, canning and 
dehydrating apples. The infor-
mation will include the most 
current science-based preser-
vation methods and highlight 
food safety.

JULY 22: PROCESSING TOMATOES
Gardeners can generally 

expect a crop of tomatoes in 
such abundance it is impos-
sible to eat them all while 
fresh. Preserving them for 
long term use by canning, 
freezing or drying is a sure 
way to keep that summer 
flavor going over the long 
winter, but it’s important to 
follow up-to-date methods. 
This webinar discusses the 
variety of ways to water bath 
or pressure can tomatoes. 
There will also be informa-
tion about how to obtain 
the best results for people 
who prefer dehydrating and 
freezing for food storage. As 
a bonus, the presenter will 
also cover canning salsa.  

Workshops for preserving food
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Be Proud of 
Yourself!

These are the days you’ll always 
remember. 

Enjoy every moment, and good 
luck in high school!

1977 S. Central, Paris  •  (217) 463-1400

226 W. Court St.
217-465-8588

404 S. Main St.
217-463-3499

Wishing all of today’s 
wise graduates a happy 
graduation and a bright 
future in High School.
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116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

The Sky’s 
the Limit
We wish you soaring success 

in High School! 

Happy 8th Grade 
Graduation!

Congratulations
Drake 

on your 
8th grade graduation. 
 We are very proud of you!

Love Mom, Dad and Myah

DRAKE M. BARTOSDRAKE M. BARTOS
Congratulations!Congratulations!

From an Eagle to a Tiger!
Proud of you!

Love,
Mahm and Pap Spinner
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JACE HAND
We are proud of your 
many accomplish-
ments at Crestwood. 
Youhave bravely put 
your ‘Hand’ at
basketball, track, golf, 
musicals, chorus,
band, geography bees 
and leadership.

Keep going through 
life courageously
and with no regrets!

Love,
Mom, Dad, & Zack

Congratulations!

We are so proud of you and all of your great
accomplishments at Crestwood!  Now onto your         

                                                            next chapter at PHS!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Claire 
and Drew

Congratulations!Congratulations!
Cate!

YOU DID IT!YOU DID IT!
BEST OF BEST OF 
LUCK!LUCK!

Congratulations,
   Crestwood Eagels! Crestwood PTO

 We couldn’t be happier in saying “your our 
daughter” so proud of you.    - Love Mom and Dad

Time Does Fly...it seems 
to have just started 

yesterday and here you 
are once again headed 
out on a new venture. 

Now as a beautiful, 
strong and independent 

young lady.
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Aubree Leader

Kaine Decker

Jase Adkison

Chase Murray

Lily Graham

Ethan Smittkamp

Anne Li

Gracie Dyer

Bella Asbury

Gabe Osborn

Ethan Hefner

Jaxen Tingley

Danny Li

Conner Edwards

Drake Bartos

Wyatt Parrish

Felicity Hoover

Nathan Trapp

Riley Machango

Haley Elrod

Payton Beaver

Kindall Plummer

Madison Huffman

Jami Wallace

Ethan Moore

Skylar Foote

Alaina Boren

Connor Rhoads

Trevin Jernigan

 Connor Washburn

Vivian Moore

Landon Garvin

Aidan Creech

Harris Romero

Dustin Johnson

Robert Wells

 Wayde Morgan

Keegan Griffin

Tyson Cusick

Madison Rosser

Tevor Keneipp

Jayden Wombles

Whyatt Morgan

Jace Hand

Sebastian Daugherty

Zane Saunders

Cate Kirby
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CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS 
SKYLAR & ETHAN!SKYLAR & ETHAN!

We are so 
proud of you 
and excited 

to watch you 
pursue your 

dreams in the 
next chapter.

We love you,
 Jared, Tina &

Olivia

We are so proud of you!
Love, Mom, Dad,

 Logan, and Danica

Congratulations Congratulations 
        Connor!        Connor!

  

“We are proud 
of you, 

Caterbug!
Love,

Gigi, Joe and Vic

We have enjoyed watching you grow from 
the first day of preschool to the last day 
of 8th grade. You make us proud!
We can’t wait to watch you grow at PHS!

Love
Meme and Pops Magers

Congratulations, Cate!

We are so proud 
of you, Cate!

Love,
Uncle Luke, Aunt Kelsey 

and Tripp

GRACIE DYER,
You are smarter than you believe.

Stronger than you think.
More loved than you will ever know.

Grandma & Grandpa

CongratulationsCongratulations



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |    SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2020  |  7MAYO MIDDLE SCHOOL

Daniel Adams

Charles Brown

Ryan Dippy

Nathaniel Harbour

Stephanie Johnson

Madison Loveless

William Ames

Carter Cash

Adison Ford

Brennan Hemrich

Trinity Kamplain

Gavyn McClimans

Ian Anderson

Emilia Cheesman

Camdon Foster

Ethan Hess

Gage Keen

Samantha Milam

Julie Ashby

Jasmine Cronkhite

Morgan Gann

Adrianna Hollingsworth

Noah Kennedy

Christian Miller

Brittney Ayala

Madalyn Crunk

Tyson Gill

Zachary Hogan

Olivia Keys

Maisy Miller

Mary Booher-Coombs

Ethan Curl

David Greene

Garrett Huffman

Michael Kirby

Bender Mink

Kaylee Boyd

Hudson David

Mary Grimaldo

Elayna Jazdzewski

Kymberley Klyaic

Marcus Mitchell

Kya Bradford

Asher Dean

Alyssa Hall

Jaydn Jazdzewski

Payton Lankster

Will Moody
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2020 Brian K Russell 2020 Brian K Russell 
Memorial Award WinnerMemorial Award Winner

Congratulations Will!Congratulations Will!

We are proud of you!

Keep reaching for the stars, Keep reaching for the stars, 
      Graduate!Graduate!
Keep reaching for the stars, Keep reaching for the stars, 

      Graduate!Graduate!

Love, Grammie & GrandpaLove, Grammie & Grandpa

EXPECT
MORE

GET  
MORE

News
Commentary

Sports 
Advertising 

Quality

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net

Victoria Moore

Kalieb Sanders-Gallagher

 Fermin Torres

Phillip Wilson

Steven Muchow

Owen Schiefelbein

Parker Underwood

Brody Sanders

 Melanie Prouse

Jacob Shelkey

Kaleb Walker

 Madelyn Ramsey

Ethan Shepard

Carrie Watson

Trenton Reeley

Annalyn Shirley

Kaitlyn Welch

Kalvin Rigdon

Jaidyn Simpson

Jenna Wells

Paylei Roberts

Isabella Sohaski

Kendel Whitehead

Jorden Root

MaKalya Straw

Aubrey Wilson

Not pictured: Jaida Atkinson, Clover Dublo, 
Presley DuCharme, Ashton Fuller, Lana Gordon, 
Trenton Gross, Dalton Kirby, Garrett Markello, 
Madisson Mosier and Zachary Williamson.

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Congratulations,Congratulations,
88thth Grade! Grade!

You’ve You’ve 
made made 
us so us so 

PROUD!PROUD!

Wishing our 
graduates the 
height of success 
and good fortune 
at PHS!

Mayo Booster Club

QUARTER
Moody

111  Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944  |  217-465-5041  |   DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros

AU TO   |   H O M E   |   L I F E   |   H E A LT H   |   CO M M E R C I A L 
W O R K E R S  CO M P E N S AT I O N   |   B O N D S

HOW SWEET IT IS  
TO CELEBRATE OUR 
2020 GRADUATES!

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU 
AND WOULD LIKE YOU  

TO ENJOY A TREAT ON US!
8th Grade Graduates take this ad to   
Betty Jane's Kitchen between now and  

May 31st and enjoy $5 off any purchase.
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Keep Smiling onto 
High School!
Love Mom, Dad, and Kenny

Don't pout 
about 

8th grade 
Quarantine!

We are 
proud of 
you, Will! 
Keep up the 
good work at 

PHS!

Love, Mom, Dad, 
Natalie and Max
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Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Danville
110 N. North Street
Danville IL 61832
 (217)-443-5315

Marshall
702 Archer Ave.

Marshall, IL 62441
 (217)-826-1110

www.longviewbt.com

MEMBER FDIC

Good Luck 8th grade Graduates!

A Proud Moment
As you celebrate your academic efforts, we’d like 

to extend our warm congratulations. 

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILDISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTEINGRUM WASTE www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
217-465-3335217-465-3335

Best wishes at PHS

Time to Celebrate!
 Your 8th grade graduation is something       

to celebrate!

Carson Adams

Piper Knight

Olivia Radke

Bradey Avenatti

Victoria LaBaume

Serena Raimer

Jaredon Board

Triston Lehmkuhl

Ivie Sayre-Rich

Caitlin Cohoon

Rogan Maloney

Durham Switzer

Luke Fender

Skylar Neuman

Sydney Tevebaugh

Chris Francis

Addison Phipps

Gavin Toth

 Peyton Gore

Alexis Pinnell

 Brenda Vasquez

Brodie Haton

Jeremy Porter

Garrett Wells
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www.lakeridgechurch.org

8th Grade 
Graduates!

CongratulationsCongratulations  

Best of Luck at High Shool

 

CONGRATULATIONS,
CONGRATULATIONS,  

Morgan! 

We are so 

proud of you! 

Love,

Mom, Darren, Dad, 

Chrissy, Nanny, Papaw, 

Grandma Ann, Jaden, Jacob, 

Richard, Ashton, Harper, 

Macy, Chris, Mia, and Jada

We are so proud of you and we look 
forward to watching you shine 

at PHS! 

Congratulations 
on all your achievements at 

Mayo Middle School!

Love: Mom, Dad, Betsy, 
Grandma Cash, 

Nana & Grandad Henn

CarterCarter  CashCash

 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL 61944

We’re proud of you, 8th grade graduates. 

Congratulations and best wishes!
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MEMBER FDIC

B A N K P R O S P E C T . C O M

HASSLE FREE BANKING
ePay/Popmoney
Online Banking

Digital Wallet 
Mobile Banking

CONGRATS CLASS OF 2020! 

Kansas/Mays Station
3240 IL HWY 16 • Kansas, IL 61933

217-948-5739

You’ve earned it.
Congratulations, 8th Graduate!

Embrace the 
Moment

on your 
88thth  Grade Graduation,Grade Graduation,

 Katey! We are excited to see what God 
has in store for you in the next 4 years.  

Prayers of ABUNDANT blessings! 

We love you,

Dad, Mom, Jackson, 
Lainey, & Maria
Pap-pa & Mam-ma
Grandma & Grandpa
Mimi
Aunt Mis, Uncle Dave,  
Luke, & Grace
Uncle Tim, Aunt 
Joanne, & Gabriella

Congratulations Congratulations 

Kaitlyn Brandenburg

Katey Ehlers

Cole Decker

Carson Harmon

Ryellie Roberts

Trevyn Cummins

Wyatt Gilbert

 Harlie Parker

Scott Gavin

Emily Drummond

Ella Noel Blaine Shonk
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ASHER & SMITH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1119 N. Main St. • Paris, IL • 217-465-6444

Now that you’ve graduated 8th grade, High School awaits! 
We know you’ll reach great heights of success, and we wish you all 

the best as you start this exciting new chapter in your life.

Best Wishes & Congratulations

Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     

802 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-8320

804 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-1020

Thanks for setting the example 
with your hard work and dedication. 
We’re very proud of you.
Best of Luck at PHS!

Onward Onward 
& Upward& Upward

Congratulations
Mark

Gladding
Jim
Blue

Katie
Schopmeyer

Dan 
Phipps

P.O. Box 921  •  Paris, IL  61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

Wishing you much 
success in 

High School!
Congratulations on 
your achievement.

Hats off to all the 8th graders 
for a job well done! We wish you 

all the best as you begin the 
next chapter and work toward 

your future goals.

13263 Illinois Highway 133  • Paris, IL 61944

Your future looks bright,Your future looks bright,
                    Class of 2024!
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Edgar County Circuit Clerk Angie Barrett and Staff

We applaud your 
ACHIEVEMENT!

 Congratulations
      8th grade!!

Josie Armstrong

Daviek Donithan

Gabriel Harris

Samantha McClain

Brayden Powell

Payton Vezina

Braxton BucklerEryn Bartley

Caleb Gordon

Samantha Knifely

Lilian Morris

Benjamin Sherer

Jack Wolfe

Kaiden CooperLevi Ash

Daisy Gomez

John Kibler

Emily Milburn

Briana Reese

Tara Wakefield

Dallas CaryMara Bosch

Kenzie Hales

Madelyn Lindsey

Makaylah Paceley

Savannah Tincher

Jaylynn Wood

Holden Crank

FirstNeighbor.com

411 E JASPER ST      PARIS  217-463-1111
Other branch locations in:

Casey • Charleston • Greenup • Mattoon • Neoga • Newman • Toledo • Tuscola 

Checking and
Savings Accounts

Personal, Mortgage
& Business Loans

Debit & Credit Cards

Online Banking

Mobile BankingMobile Banking

Checking and
Savings Accounts

Personal, Mortgage
& Business Loans

Debit & Credit Cards

Online Banking

Mobile BankingMobile Banking

CONGRATULATIONS     GRADUATES
Wherever  your  future may  take  you, 

let  us   be  part  of   it  with  you.

CONGRATULATIONS     GRADUATES
Wherever  your  future may  take  you, 

let  us   be  part  of   it  with  you.
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We’re proud of 
you 8th grade 
graduates. 
Congratulations, 
and may High 
School be filled 
with continued 
success and much 
happiness.

Dimond Financial, LLC
Ben Lueken, Managing Member

208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL • 217-465-8562

YOU DID IT!YOU DID IT!

We salute the hard work and dedication that got you here today.
Best of Luck and continued success in High School!

An Achievement 
to Celebrate

Edgar County Fair Board of Directors
Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Bruce, Rick, Tracy, Carol, Dale, Diane, 

Mark, Shannon, Kyle, Brad & Justin
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Joining with 
our friends and 
neighbors to 
CELEBRATE

The area 8th grade 
graduating classes 
of 2020. 
Enjoy high school...

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, 
CLU®, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

It’s Time…
to give a 

graduation 
shout-out to
all the 8th 
graders

City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, City Council & Staff

Congratulations
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Jace Canada

Lucy Krabel

Gabriel Turner

Kaiden Hawkins

Braden Pardi

Mason Weller

Hayven Clapp

Gavyn Lizama

ordyn Veach

Alex Hoel

Jessica Rekart

Wyatt Conner

Kyle Miller

Abigail Warman

Brianna Huff

Justin Robertson

Gaberiel Crunk

Jonika Nickles

Lily Watson

Jeremiah Hunt

Davin Smith



18 |  SATURDAY MAY 23, 2020    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netSOUTH VERMILLION MIDDLE SCHOOL

Matthew Allison

Gavin Bodkins

Ashlynn Clover

Aaron Day

Samuel Eltringham

Corbin Gibson

Dixie Baughman

Zachary Camper            

Tristen Cox

Colt Doan

Gregory Ferguson

Trinity Graves

Sadie Anglin

Cameron Buntain

Dylan Conder

Brogan Decker

Brett Ernhart

Kaidyn Gilbert

Georgia Baughman

Kaden Carter

Ava Cunning

Chyann Drake

Madison Forrest

Lucas Hammond

Jenna Andrews

Gaberiel Bridgewater

Mary Cohee

Robert Day

Jeremy Englhart

Chrislynn Gilbert

Katie Board

Abigail Carter

Heather Crouch

Katalyn Dowell

Abigale Foltz

Haylee Hale

Jonah Arndell

Lucas Bush  

Kylar Coons

Allison Denney

Elijah Fenner

Grace Goldner

Grant Blair

William Clay-Faulkner

Ezra Curry

Jordie Effner

Benjamin Francis

Elijah Hannum
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Dominick Hanson

Kara Ingram

Mikaitlyn Klyaic Madison Martin

Kenley Minor

Summer Pettit

Madison Hines

Jeremy Kargol

Kaylee Mackey

Josiah McBride

Laken Murphy

Braden Richardson

 Zackery Hess

Chloie Jones

John Lawson

Zane Matherly

Ayden Moore

Shaen Price

Taylor Inman

Aaron Kersey

Caleb Mancourt

Mackenzie McGaha

Archilles Nieves

Emmerson Rogers

James Hedden

Cash Jones

Chloe Lamb

Sofia Martinez

Hunter Monaghan

Haleigh Phillips

Thomas Hux

Veronica Kennedy

Oluwasean Magaji

Stephen McConnell

Stella Nickels-Kincade

Braxton Richardson

Tucker Higgins

Marliy Jones

Bridget Lommock

Kaydin Maurice

Jack Moulton

Max Randall

Joseph Ingram

Haydon Kindred

Evanna Russell

Madison Miller

Isabella Pate

Bradley Russell
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In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

Kaylee Russell

Wyatt Shelato

John Smith

Meleisha Umbarger

Lauren Wilhoyte

Dree Wilson

Skylar Schell

Jace Skinner

Julian Sykes

Kiley Wheeler

Ethan Sears

Helena Short

Parker Stevens

Ki Walters

Torie Williams

Kayle Wright

Jessica Servis

Danielle Smith

Dalton Thomas

Layla Russell

Brayden Shirley

Haylei Stafford

Landon Wallace

Jackson Williams

Gabriel Wright

Brilee Schimmel

Adyson Smith

Mya Taylor

Ryan Sanders

Kameron Sisk

Payton Stevens

Hannah Westfall

Daphne Wilson

Isaiah Youhas 

Emma Shelato

Draven Smith

Jayden Thomason
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We are so 
proud of you,  

your hard 
work and 

determination.  

Can't wait to 
see the places 

you'll go! 

Congratulations 
on achieving

Distinguished 
Honors for the last 

8 years!  
 Good Luck at SVHS, 

Jenna!  
We are So Proud of You!  
Mom, Dad and Nathan

QUARTER
Andrews
Heating

You’ve proved 
yourself capable of great 
things, graduate, and now 

the sky is the limit. 

Congratulations, 
8th graders!

German’s Towing And Recovery, LLC
501 E Jackson St. • Paris, IL. 61944

217-463-6000

514 S. Central Ave • Paris, ILThiel AccountingThiel Accounting

Mission Mission 
Accomplished!Accomplished!

Congratulations on this wonderful achievement.
HIGH SCHOOL BOUND! 

303. E. Wood Street     •       Paris, IL 61944      •      (217) 465-6311

Congratulations 
to all the

8th grade Graduates!
We’re proud of you!

Stewart & Carroll  Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

High school

BOUND!
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CONGRATS & WELCOME,
CLASS OF 2024 www.FFBT.com

Member FDIC

Congratulations, Julie Ashby!
8th grade Mayo graduate 

Julie, you put the color in our world 
and keep the smiles on our faces with 
your laughter. We are so very proud of 
the young woman you have become! 
Keep being you!

Love Nana, Grandpa, Mom, 
Granddaddy, Uncle Jake, and Aunt Maggie

The years have passed far too 
quickly.  We are very proud of the 
young man you have become, 
and look forwardto seeing what 
the next 4 years bring.
Love,  Mom & Dad

Congratulations 
Trevyn!

We are so very 
proud of you!  

Now...on to your next 
great adventure at 

PHS!
We love you,

Grandma and Grandpa 

Way to go Garrett! Way to go Garrett! 

Best Wishes for a 

Bright FutureBright Future
Congratulations, 

8th Grade graduates!
101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

Brody you are an amazing athlete 
and young man...it has been our 
pleasure watching you grow thru 
the years.

Love you so very much!
Memaw Kim and Uncle Brandon
Dad, Tiff, Ryker and Beau

Congratulations!

105 N. Central, Paris

Congratulations 
8th graders 

on this impressive 
accomplishment.

We’re proud of you.

To our amazing beautiful go-getter 
who always does her best and will 
obtain whatever she goes after.

We love you,
Pa and Shanny

Congratulat
ions

Congratulat
ions!!
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Congrats 
Congrats 

Ethan!
Ethan!

Looking forward to seeing you in 
orange & black next year!

Love,  Grandma & Pop Curl

CongratulationsCongratulations
Crestwood Crestwood 
graduates!graduates!

Congratulations Congratulations 
          Drake

The Martins – 
Addison, Karson, Michael 

& Brenda

It’s been a while 
since we’ve had 
someone as a 

Paris Tiger, 
but can’t wait 

to watch 
football and 

baseball!

Love, Aunt Nancy

CongratulationsCongratulations
Ethan Curl!Ethan Curl!

Vivian, we are very proud 
of you on and off the court. 
Keep on playing! 
Love you, your Hamilton crew! 

Way to go Vivian. 
So proud of you. 
Congratulations. 
On to the next step.  
Love Grammy

To a wonderful young lady, 
sending congratulations!Best wishes and Love from 

Grandpa and Ginga

Proud of you Vivian. 
Love you grandpa TOM 
and Grandma CATHY 
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CAN YOU SEE IT? 

NO CLOSING COSTS
ON NEW HELOC’S

Now through April 30th, apply 

for a Home Equity Line of Credit

and enjoy NO closing costs!OUR VISION:

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. 

Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a 

borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the 

cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation 

and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, 

application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real 

estate related expenses.

MEMBER FDIC & EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

APPLY ONLINE
BANKPROSPECT.COM

  
It is with deep regret that we are postponing 

Dancing with the Stars this year.  After five years, 

this has become the social event of the season but 

due to the impact of Covid 19, we do not want to 

endanger any of our most valued participants.

We plan to resume this event next year when we 

can once again celebrate books for children. Things 

have changed but enrolled children living in Edgar 

County are still receiving books in the mail. It is a 

true joy for a child confined to home to get these 

books with their name on it. 

Continuing the Dolly Parton Library costs at least 

$25.00+ per year per child. Without Dancing with 

the Stars this year, Altrusa International, Inc. of 

Paris urges everyone who has been a past 

supporter to continue the tradition. 

  Contributions can be made via a check to HRC/    

  DPIL and sent to P.O.Box 1118, Paris, IL. Please      

  put DPIL/DWTS in the memo.

Thank you!Thank you!

Dear Friends of the 
Dear Friends of the 

Dolly Parton 
Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library,

If you have a child under 

the age of five who is not 

currently enrolled and is 

living in Edgar County, please 

enroll them on line 

by going to 

imaginationlibrary.com.

 It takes about eight weeks to 

receive your first book.
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Happy National 

Volunteer Week 

April 19-25

        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.
Since 1947. 

Hale Groves, Vero 

Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVS-A181

Perfect for Mother’s Day! Mention Promo Code SPG20.

Special Offer FREE Shipping! 

Spring Basket Box 

ONLY

$2999*

+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 

Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836

or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 

Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is now op-

erating under the new Center 

for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC) priorities for 

testing patients with suspected 

COVID-19 virus, Erin Frank, 

communications director at 

Horizon Health confirmed this 

week.
“We have expanded our test-

ing guidelines to the CDC’s 

Level 3 Priority, which means 

anyone exhibiting symptoms 

can be tested with a provider 

order,” Frank confirmed.

Frank emphasized, however, 

“that testing is not the end-all, 

be-all for determining illness or 

the potential for spreading the 

disease.”
In some instances, 

COVID-19 testing can provide 

a false negative. This means a 

person can have the disease 

and infect someone despite a 

negative test. 

According to the newest 

CDC test levels information 

provided by Horizon Health, 

the COVID-19 symptoms for 

the virus have not changed 

— fever, cough, shortness of 

breath.
The testing priorities are di-

vided into three areas, accord-

ing to the CDC information. 

Priority 1 ensures the opti-

mal care for all hospitalized pa-

tients, lessens the risk to health-

care-associated infections and 

maintains the integrity of the 

U.S. healthcare systems. Pri-

ority 1 testing individuals are 

those who are hospitalized or 

healthcare facility workers with 

symptoms.
Priority 2 are those at the 

highest risk of complication of 

infection and are rapidly iden-

tified and appropriately tri-

aged. These individuals include 

patients in long-term care facil-

ities with symptoms as well as 

those who are 65 years or older 

with symptoms. Patients with 

underlying conditions with 

symptoms and first responders 

with symptoms are also includ-

ed in the Priority 2 testing as 

provided by the CDC.

Priority 3 testing follows 

as resources allow for testing 

individuals in the surround-

ing communities of rapidly 

increasing hospital cases to 

decrease community spread 

and ensure the health of essen-

tial workers. These individuals 

include critical infrastructure 

workers with symptoms as 

well as individuals who do not 

meet the Priority 1 or Priority 

2 testing guidelines but exhib-

it symptoms. This category 

also includes health facility 

workers and first responders 

as well as individuals with mild 

symptoms in communities 

experiencing high numbers of 

COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Non-priority are individuals 

without symptoms, according 

to the CDC.
As has been the case from 

the beginning of the pandemic, 

those who test positive for the 

virus — unless they require 

hospitalization for help with 

breathing — are sent home 

to self-quarantine, Frank said. 

There is no treatment for the 

virus.
Experts have also empha-

sized there is only a 70% sensi-

tivity to the test. Frank said that 

means if 1,000 people are test-

ed, 300 are expected to present 

a false negative. The other issue 

is the viral load in a patient 

might not be high enough to 

present a positive test, especial-

ly if the patient is tested as the 

symptoms are just beginning.

As of Friday, April 24, there 

were no positive cases in Ed-

gar County — one of only six 

counties in Illinois — experts 

have indicated it is irrational to 

think the virus is not or has not 

been here.
Horizon Health has strict-

ly followed the CDC testing 

protocols from the beginning, 

Frank said. One of the prob-

lems is the limited number of 

the swabs the hospital had in 

stock for testing. The supply 

has improved, she said, and to 

date, the total number of Edgar 

County residents tested is 69 

with 68 negative results. One 

result is pending.

The outpatient surgical area 

at Horizon Health has been 

transformed into a COVID-19 

isolation area, Frank said. The 

area is not in use, she empha-

sized, but available if a positive 

case is identified.

“We understand testing re-

lated to COVID-19 continues 

to be frustrating,” she said. “It’s 

frustrating for us, too.”

On Monday, April 20, Hori-

zon Health began curbside 

testing and visits both for clinic 

and lab services. The curbside 

testing is in addition to the tele-

medicine appointments which 

have steadily been adopted by 

our providers over the past few 

weeks, Frank said. (See story, 

this page.)
Frank said the CDC contin-

ues to urge the public to wear 

a cloth face covering or mask 

in public settings where social 

distancing can be difficult to 

maintain. Masks should be 

worn when:
Shopping at essential busi-

nesses, like grocery stores or 

pharmacies
Picking up food from 

the drive-through or curbside 

pickup
While visiting a health 

care provider
Traveling on public trans-

portation
Interacting with custom-

ers, clients, or coworkers at es-

sential businesses

When feeling sick, cough-

ing, or sneezing

The mask must fit snugly but 

comfortably against the side of 

the face, be secured with ties or 

ear loops, include multiple lay-

ers of fabric and be able to be 

laundered and machine dried 

without damage or change to 

shape.
Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced 

Thursday, April 22, masks 

must be worn in public settings 

by everyone ages two and older 

beginning May 1, where social 

distancing is not possible or 

difficult. 

Horizon Health has new testing priorities

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health started of-

fering curbside services April 

20.
The outpatient lab, as well 

as the Paris Clinic are still 

open for usual in-person vis-

its. Curbside options and 

telemedicine are meant to 

supplement the traditional 

processes, rather than replace 

them. 
Clinic visits, regardless of 

type, continue to be avail-

able by calling 217-465-8411. 

When scheduling, the provid-

er’s office will work with call-

ers to determine which type 

of visit is appropriate. The 

options are:
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — All pa-

tients must enter through the 

screening tent on the ER side 

of the building. Well visits are 

available from 8 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. each day. Sick visits are 

scheduled from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 

The Respiratory Care Clin-

ic remains open for patients 

exhibiting symptoms of flu, 

COVID-19 or other respira-

tory illness.
Telemedicine — Patients 

opting to participate in tele-

medicine can see their pro-

viders from the comfort of 

their own homes. Like in-per-

son visits, such appointments 

are scheduled in advance. The 

app used for the visit must be 

downloaded prior to the ap-

pointment. At the designated 

appointment time, the pa-

tient will click a link from an 

email and the visit will begin. 

Patients need a smartphone, 

tablet or computer with vid-

eo capabilities and Internet 

access.
Clinic curbside visits — 

Patients scheduled for a curb-

side appointment will enter 

the Paris campus on the clinic 

side and use one of the three 

designated parking spots in 

the handicap section of the 

clinic lot. Signs will direct 

the patient to call the clinic 

to make staff aware of arrival 

and location. Registration is 

completed over the phone, 

and the provider’s team is 

notified a patient is ready to 

be seen. Providers wearing 

appropriate personal protec-

tive equipment will meet pa-

tients at their vehicles. If the 

provider orders lab work, the 

patient will be directed to the 

curbside lab area. In cases of 

inclement weather, appoint-

ments may be rescheduled.

Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — The out-

patient lab remains open as 

usual. Patients coming in for 

lab work must enter through 

the screening tent on the 

ER side of the building. Lab 

hours are Monday through 

Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 

and Saturday, 7 a.m. to noon.

Lab curbside visits by ap-

pointment — Patients choos-

ing to utilize the lab’s curb-

side services should make 

an appointment by calling 

217-466-4574. This service 

is available Monday through 

Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

for patients age 10 and older. 

Curbside service available at hospital REUSE
the news

101 N. Central  Paris, IL • 217-921-3216
Paris Beacon-news

Don’tget left
dark

in the

Count on the The Prairie Press to provide you the latest information on Count on the The Prairie Press to provide you the latest information on 
COVID-19, our schools and East Central Illinois.COVID-19, our schools and East Central Illinois.

*For new subscribers ONLY

Call today about a 
3 month subscription!

217-921-3216
$19.99*

for 3 months

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)
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(includes newspaper + Web subscription)
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